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Egyptian union wants ban on visits to Israel 

CAIRO (AFP) — The president of the doctors' union 
called for a ban on Egyptians going to Israel for medical 
care, the weekly Rose A1 Yousef reported on Sunday. 
Hamdi AI Sayed proposed “a law forbidding travel to 
Israel for treatment, declaring anyone who does so a 
traitor." in an interview with the magazine. The weekly 
said a number of Egyptian businessmen and politicians 
have gone to the Jewish state for care in its hospitals 
including former Prime Minister Mustafa Khalil and 
Egypt's Ambassador to Israel Mohammad Bassiouni. The 
Israelis are “not more advanced than we are. It is shameful 
for an Egyptian to pay a cent into the treasury of a state 
which continues to buy arms to kill Arabs," 'Mr. Sayed 
said. The executive council of the doctors' - union is 
dominated by the fundamentalist Muslim Brotherhood, 
■although Mr. Sayed himself is considered an independent.' 
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Ramapfaosa resigns from ANC post 

JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — African National Congress (ANC) 
Secretary General Cyril Ramaphosa is to resign once the new 
national constitution is certified, the governing ANC decided at a 
meeting in Cape Town on Sunday. "Comrade Ramaphosa will 
continue to serve as sepetaiy general of the ANC until the 
certification by the constitutional court of our new constitution." 
the party said in a statement . In mid- April. Mr. Ramaphosa — 
who is speaker of the constitute nt assembly — announced his 
decision to leave parliament and go into business once the new 
constitution is adopted. But he also said he would stay on as the 
ANCs secretary general. The press has repeatedly said that Mr. 
Ramaphosa ‘s departure for the private sector was motivated by 
the fad he did not obtain a suitable position following a ministerial 
reshuffle at the end of March. 
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Jordan, Egypt and PLO 
to coordinate efforts for 
peace and streamline ties 

King Hussein, Mubarak and Arafat hold summit in 
Cairo, reaffirm that objective is just, comprehensive 
peace based on Palestinian, Arab and Muslim right: 


of By Sa’eda KUani 

l Cs ^ ,|] k Special to the Jordan Times 

hr;tte the CAIRO — His Majesty King 
N;it i, )na i Hussein, Egyptian President 

lnivcrxin Husni Mubarak and Palesti- 
. r;,,.- nian President Yasser Arafat. 

' j ^ on Sunday concluded here a 
>■ lb* “very positive" tripartite 

dinner, fa summit expressing deter- 

-as held q mination to advance their 
IS. I SRI strategic relations. The three 

leaders also agreed to hold a 
Old follow-up meeting in Amman 
. hi the first week of June to 

ide On resume talks on further dis- 
cussions. 

iper Trilateral meetings at min- 

isterial level to draw up the 
IPS I'H aD proper mechanism for the tm- 
— A my. plementarion of the decisions 
un „ IO ^ taken by the heads of state 
kt\ - ft f, will also be held. Jordan and 
, > 1 *)Egypt affirmed commitment 

' to extending support and 
: .i[ 'peei backing to the Palestinians in 
>mi‘irc' pe their final status negotiations 
he was that started in Taba this 
his Hunt month and are expected ro 
2 c. BIA continue shortly after the 
imkrTivl * Israeli elections on May 29. 
amtvrei] e Officials here said the sum- 

f the for mil meant £o and succeeded 
lick* hefo in -preparing ^ -ground for 
supOMftSg;. §le Palestinian 

no' m il» cauSTterkn. w)iose n*)g- 
, l . Z tionship with the Palestinians 
* s . 1 could be.described as more or 
d wnair. ^ confrontational in the re* 
en am* cent made portion 
down. 1 : very clear after Egypt 

kc wa-- “brought -the two parties 
ad nor f together," to the Cairo meet- 
r n-jn? * n S> said 311 official. 

... , „rt fc The June follow-up meet- 
‘ ing will therefore be neces- 

is - 

oh»*i> * Khaddam meets Iraqi 
opposition leader 

i i hi' (AFp) _ Syrian 

Vice-President Abdul Halim 
Khaddam held talks here 
0 1 SUeS Sunday with the leader of an 
_ Iraqi Shiite Muslim opposi- 
™ non group based in the Ira- 

nian capital, the opposition 
said. Mohammad Baqir Al 
■mu** Hakim, head of the Supreme 
vxk Council of the Islamic Re- 
,u s volution in Iraq, and Mr. 
!u Nau* ^ Khaddam discussed the situa- 
’iH- nii^' tion in Kurdish-held northern 

0 t»»r Iraq and an upcoming meet- 
:ls ii<. hrf 1 ing of Iraqi opposition groups 
her l» w ? e “ Syria. Mr. Khaddam ar- 

1 Kau’t rived in Tehran on Saturday 
, . fVf- 10 attend the inauguration of 
. c |j t a rail link between Iran and 
1 1,1,1 t* Turkmenistan that partially 

oi revives the “silk route” be- 

nnssKfl’ 1 ' tween China and Turkey. 

Iranian mayor on 
I! o itrlal for curruption 
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# TEHRAN (AFP) — A dis- 
h ■» P trict mayor in the Iranian 
ik‘ u ,t| capital and 12 of his staff 
jhi 'ii' jr have gone on trial accused of 
auf ' . a buse of public funds, illicit 
‘ n „.iL’i’^ sexual relations and violating 
"--'it electoral laws, judicial 
1 V >lni* : said Sunday. Asghar 

K ’ i Nassiri, mayor of Tehran’s 
a * > - t ^2th district! was accused of 
.* having “illegal sexual rela- 

te If 1 -'* . tions” with three of his 
, i'lir 1 ' 1 , female colleagues and co- 
.hc^ accused. 
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:i, T i!iV Pai ©stinian camp 
r 5 « [p on French Riviera 

‘ 1 rt ll 

k ''% CANNES (AFP) — A 
ot ' ;l . Young Palestinian filmmaker 
, ; ml _ . brought the complex reality 
„ of refugee camp life to the 

19 French Riviera this weekend 
■ .Mfii’l 1 * in a movie on show at the 
n ^ Cannes Film Festival. 
^ “Haifa" by 34-year-old 
ix^-J^shid. Masharawi tells the 
> 1 " J 'fl-Mory of a young man living in 
jri ^.‘^Palestinian refugee camp 
i I k* r* . da ys before the signing of the 
|i JI historic Israel-Pnlcstir.ir.n 


sary to discuss the ways and 
means of coordinating 
stands, especially that the 
outcome of the Israeli elec- 
tions will be known and how 
tbe Palestinians will deal with 
the new Israeli government 
will have to be studied. 

At a joint press confer- 
ence, the King voiced full 
backing to President Arafat 
and the Palestinian people 
and reaffirmed Jordan's keen 
interest in seeking harmo- 
nious relations, allaying fears 
or doubts that the Kingdom 
might seek a role in Jeru- 
salem. 

“Our hope and intention is 
to support our brethem in 
Palestine and its legitimate 
leadership represented by the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) to achieve 
their full rights on their 
national soil,” the King said 
at the press conference that 
followed die one-hour sum- 
mit. “This necessitates coor* 
di nation in the final status 
negotiations.” 

The King reiterated that 
there was “no other alterna- 
tive. ti> the current Palestinian 
leadership” and that Jordan 
would “extend its blessings to 
President Arafat if the holy 
places are under his 
sovereignty." 

“If our Palestinian 
brethren took control of the 
holy places, then they repre- 
sent the Arab and Muslim 
world, Jordan in particular," 
the King said. 

President Arafat dismissed 


reports that the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
was suggesting that Jordan 
was allowing the militant 
Hamas movement to operate 
from Jordanian territories 
and launch media campaigns 
against the Palestinian lead- 
ership. 

“Our relationship is a lot 
stronger than" Hamas issuing 
statements against the 
Palestinian leadership from 
Jordan, he said. 

As the three beads of state 
were meeting, the Jordanian 
and Egyptian intelligence 
heads, Samih Al Batikhi and 
Omar Suleiman, and the 
chief of security in Gaza, 
Mohammad Dahlan, also 
met in Cairo. They explored 
coordination in fight against 
terrorism. 

Jordan, Egypt and the 
Palestinians, who have signed 
peace treaties with Israel, cal- 
led in a joint statement on the 
need to remove obstacles 
“that still hinder the path of 
peace” and increase efforts 
for serious negotiations on all 
tracks in order to confront 
“all attempts exerted by tbe 
enemies of peace to abort its 
progress.” 

The three leaders reaf- 
firmed their commitment to 
step up cooperation and 
coordination towards the 
achievement of just and foil 
rights for the Palestinians. 

“The coming generations 
deserve a lot.” the King said 
at the press conference. “Our 
contacts are ongoing for 


achieving Arab cooperation 
at ail levels” though it might 
be difficult to achieve at pre- 
sent. 

President Mubarak, who 
emphasised the need to en- 
hance cooperation among 
Arab countries, said he did 
not expect current efforts cul- 
minate in an Arab summit in 
the near future. 

“We wish an Arab summit 
would be possible, but it is 
difficult to hold a meeting at 
the level of al! countries." 
President Mubarak said. 
“We will try to meet and 
coordinate in limited summits 
until the picture becomes 
clearer." 

The president said Arab 
countries were willing to pro- 
vide all the help needed on 
tbe Syrian and Lebanese 
negotiations with Israel but 
that the Syrians opposed 
Arab mediation. He said he 
did not expect Syria reach a 
final peace accord with Israel 
this year. 

In an answer to a question 
on a possible Syrian-Iranian 
(military) alliance and its in- 
fluence, on Arab alliances and 
relations in tbe region. Presi- 
dent Mubarak said: 

“A (current) meeting be- 
tween Syria and Iran would 
not bother us...” It was a 
reference to a meeting be- 
tween Syrian Vice-President 
Abdul Halim Khaddam and 
Iranian President Ali Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani in 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israel, PLO said to have agreed 
on delaying Hebron withdrawal 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Israel and the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) have agreed to delay 
the Israeli troop pullout from 
most of the West Bank city of 
Hebron until after the May 
29 elections, a senior Israeli 
official said Sunday. 

“We have decided, and 
this was decided together 
with the Palestinians, that we 
should delay any further de- 
velopments in Hebron for the 
time being in order not to 
create a lot of friction," Uri 
Dromi, director of Israel's 
Government Press Office, 
told the Associated Press. 

“The most important thing 
is to go to the election and 
then the next government 
will cany out all the obliga- 
tions reached with the 
Palestinians.” 

Israel halted its promised 
troop redeployment in Heb- 
ron in March after a series of 
bus bombings by militants 
killed 59 victims in Israel. 


Tensions in the city, where 
450 Jewish settlers live 
among 120,000 Palestinians, 
are high- 

The daily newspaper 
Haaretz, citing a senior 
Labour Party official, said 
top Israeli and Palestinian 
negotiators also agreed that 
Israeli troops would remain 
in a larger portion of Hebron 
than originally planned. 

The report said the Palesti- 
nians accepted Israel's argu- 
ment that this was the best 
way to ensure that Israeli 
troops could protect the set- 
tlers in Hebron. 

Hebron Mayor Mustafa 
Natche said Sunday that he 
was not happy with the deci- 
sion, which he felt had been 
imposed on the Palestinians 
by Israel. 

“The delayed redeploy- 
ment from the city mil make 
people frustrated,” Mr. 
Natche told the Associated 
Press. 

“In any case. w»* F^pc the 


redeployment will occur, if 
not before tbe elections, then 
immediately afterwards." 

Jewish settlers in the city 
oppose the Israeli pullout, 
arguing that Hebron is a 
hotbed of the militant Hamas 
movement and that Hamas 
militants pose a danger to 
Jews in Hebron. 

*This shows that they have 
accepted our claims,” said 
settler spokesman Noam 
Amon. “We pointed out that 
there is a real danger from 
areas near Jewish neighbour- 
hoods." 

The settlers have said they 
will stage protests to try and 
prevent an army pullout. 

Mr. Natche said 31 Norwe- 
gians would go to rhe city on 
Tuesday as part of an interna- 
tional observer force that will 
supervise implementation of 
the agreement. The Norwe- 
gians were expected to arrive 
in Israel Sunday and meet 

(Continued on page 7) 


5 Israeli coldiers wounded in 
Hizbollah attack in Lebanon 

Israeli artillery, planes bomb areas in 
eastern Lebanon and in ’security zone’ 


*1^ j i presenting his movie in the 
l»v"' |,* uncertain regard section of 
il> 1 ^ to film festival. The movie is 
L*hJ°’ no* in competition. 


MARJAYOUN (Agencies) 
— At least five Israeli sol- 
diers were wounded in South 
'Lebanon clashes Sunday, the 
Jewish state's first casualties 
since an April blitz against 
Hizbollah guerrillas, security 
sources and Israeli communi- 
ques reported. 

The Israelis retaliated with 
air strikes and four-hour-long 
artillery barrage on suspected 
guerrilla hideouts in the Iqlim 
Al Tufoh highlands, just 
north of the Israeli-occupied 
“security zone” along the 
border. There was no word of 
any casualties. 


Israeli artillery and war- 
planes also repeatedly 
bombed Hizbollah stron- 
gholds in the Bekaa Valley 
and inside the eastern sector 
of Israel's self-declared 
“security zone” in South 
Lebanon, Israeli military offi- 
cials and Lebanese police 
said. 

The military operations 
came only a few hours after 
five Israeli soldiers were in- 
jured, one seriously, in a 
Hizbollah attack in the occu- 
pied border zone. 

The soldiers, who were 
evacuated to a hospital in 


Israel, were struck by an ex- 
plosive device plants) in the 
path of their jeep near Sujud, 
on the northern perimeter of 
the “security zone,” Israeli 
military officials said. 

Hie five soldiers were the 
first Israeli victims in Leba- 
non since the April 27 cease- 
fire which ended Israel’s 17- 
day war'on Hizbollah guerril- 
las in Lebanon. 

Under the U.S.-brokered 
ceasefire, the fundamentalist 
guerrillas are allowed to strike 
against Israeli forces inride 

(Continued on page 7) 
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His Majesty King Hussein, Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak and Palestinian President Yasser Arafat 
address a joint press conference in Cairo after a tripartite summit on Sunday (Reuters photo) 

Full text of joint communique of Cairo summit 


FOLLOWING is a transla- 
tion of the joint communi- 
que issued at the end of the 
tripartite summit held in 
Cairo on May 12, by His 
Majesty King Hussein, 
Egyptian President Husni 
Mubarak and Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat: 
THE THREE leaders, 
meeting in Cairo, reviewed 
the latest developments in 
tbe region, focusing on the 
various aspects of Middle 
East peace process. ■ The 
leaders concluded that de- 
spite the bloody tragic 
events which took place re- 
cently in the region, the 
countries of the region are 
still looking forward to a 
just and comprehensive 
peace and are adhering to it 
as a firm strategic goal and 
a moral commitment as a 


Netanyahu 
says he will 
strengthen 
settlements 

NEVE 1LAN. Israel (AP) — 
Israel's opposition leader 
Benjamin Netanyahu vowed 
Sunday to strengthen Jewish 
settlements in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip if he is elected 
prime minister. 

But in a new sign of mod- 
eration. Mr. Netanyahu sug- 
gested a government control- 
led by his Likud Party might 
limit its policy to expanding 
existing settlements rather 
than building new ones. 

“Well certainly strengthen 
the settlement community, 
the Jewish Community in 
these areas. This is the heart 
of the land of Israel,” Mr. 
Netanyahu said in an inter- 
view. 

“The precise pattern, 
whether we increase the ex- 
isting communities or add on 
new ones, that is something 
I'll leave to the consideration 
of our government.” 

Mr. Netanyahu, who has 
been moderating hard-line 
Likud policies in a bid to 
claim the political middle 
ground as the May 29 elec- 
tion approaches, said he 
would try to avoid friction 
with Palestinians. 

“I envision autonomous 
zones for Palestinians and 
security and settlement zones 
under Israel (control)." said 
Mr. Netanyahu, speaking to 
^Dorters at his headquarters 
ir. .ie Golan Globus movie 
studios h j. 

“I'd like to do so with 
minimal friction with the 
Palestinian- Arab popula- 
tion,” he added. 

Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres* Labour government 
has halted the building of 
new settlements in the Gaza 
Strip and West Bank except 
for the expansion of settle- 
ments around Jerusalem.” 

(Continued on page 7) 


'means to put an end to 
violence, destruction and 
suffering, chart a path for 
development and recon- 
struction and achieve a ba- 
lanced security and stability 
for all parties in the region. 

Therefore, tbe three 
leaders call for removing all 
obstacles facing the peace 
process and for intensifying 
efforts made to resume se- 
rious negotiations on all 
tracks as soon as possible, 
to . keep the momentum 
achieved, and counter all 
attempts by enemies of 
peace to abort the peace 
process and halt its prog- 
ress. 

In their resolve to ensure 
coordination of Arab 
stands and strengthen Arab 
solidarity, and in their joint 


endeavours to intensify the 
efforts by tbe parties con- 
cerned during tbe forth- 
coming delicate stage, the 
three leaders have agreed 
on a mechanism at the min- 
isterial level for coordina- 
tion and foUow-up. The 
mechanism will guarantee 
continued cooperation and 
homogeneity, in addition 
to enhancing solidarity 
among the three parties, 
stressing at the same time 
the need for continued 
coordination and solidarity 
with other Arab parties. 

The three leaders reiter- 
ated that the aspired for 
peace is genuine peace 
which is based on respect of 
mutual rights and duties, 
implementation of the 
land-for-peace principle. 


withdrawal from all occu- 
pied Arab territories, re- 
jection of the concepts of 
expansion, superiority and 
dominance, recognition of 
the national rights of the 
Palestinian people and re- 
spect for the Palestinian, 
Arab and Islamic rights as 
well as the legal, historical 
and spiritual rights in Jeru- 
salem. 

Without commitment to 
this concept, any talk about 
peace will be void and will 
discourage any Arab part- 
ner who is ready to shoul- 
der his responsibility for 
establishing and building 
peace. 

The three leaders agreed 
to hold their next summit in 
Amman in the first week of 
June. 


Iraq calls on Russia, China and 
France to use veto on sanctions 

20,000 die every month, newspaper says 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
on Sunday urged France, 
Russia and China to use their 
veto power at the United 
Nations to obtain a lifting of 
oil and trade sanctions, which 
it said caused the deaths of 

20.000 people every month. 
The official Al 

Jumhouriyah newspaper said 
1.25 million Iraqis had died 
since tbe sanctions were im- 
posed in August 1990 and 
that 20,000 people on aver- 
age died each month for lack 
of food and medicine. 

“Do you realise that the 
renewal of sanctions for two 
months means tbe death of 

40.000 more people and that 
you can stop this genocide?” 


it asked France. Russia and 
China. 

The U.N- Security Council 
renewed the sanctions on 
May 6, as it does every two 
months, saying Baghdad still 
failed to respect resolutions 
imposed after the invasion of 
Kuwait in August 1990. 

“We are convinced France, 
Russia and China, which 
agreed to impose the sanc- 
tions in 1990. did not want to 
commit genocide but simply 
resolve the problem of 
Kuwait, and they know the 
problem is now resolved,” it 
added. 

It accused the United 
States and Britain, which it 
denounced as “satans,” of 


blocking any easing of the 
sanctions by charging that 
Iraq had failed to comply 
with U.N. resolutions. 

“What prevents the other 
Security Council members — 
France. Russia and China — 
from using their veto pow- 
er?" it asked. 

“Have you forgotten that 
the use of the right of veto is 
not the exclusive prerogative 
of the United States? Why 
don't you use it?” Al 
Jumouriyah asked. “It is time 
that (the three countries) 
play a more active role to end 
the suffering of the Iraqi peo- 
ple, and the regional and 

(Continued on page 7) 


Kuwaiti report faults military, 
political leaders over invasion 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
Iraqi troops invaded Kuwait 
after the military and political 
leaders here failed to respond 
to threats from Baghdad and 
mount a defence, deputies 
said at the conclusion of a 
four-year inquiry. 

Hie results point to a fai- 
lure of the political chain of 
command in directing the 
armed forces, and a failure of 
the military leadership to 
organise an effective deter- 
rent, said liberal Deputy 
Abdullah Al Naibari. 

“Orders to defend the 
country were given at the last 
minute when it was not possi- 
ble to organise any land de- 
fence.” Mr. Naibari said, 
briefing AFP about the re- 
port he and eight others 
drafted. 

“This reflects on the whole 
process of building the army 
and chain of command in the 
army ... there was no orga- 
nisation," he added. 


“We were not prepared — 
despite all the threats facing 

us — to face up to the inva- 
sion. That the armed forces 
were not mobilised. So that 
when (the aggression) did 
happen we found ourselves in 
disarray,” he added. 

The 520-page report — 
which has taken four years to 
complete by rhe nine- 
member parliamentary com- 
mittee investigating the inva- 
sion in August 1990 — is to 
be debated in the National 
Assembly (parliament) on 
May 21, he said. 

“The reaction from the 
public will be strong and that 
will be positive for the re- 
port,” he said. “As for parlia- 
ment, we will have to wait 
and see because the govern- 
ment is resisting the findings 
of the report." 

The first two sections of 
the report on political issues 
were submined to parliament 
last year, while the third and 


fourth sections were pre- 
sented on Saturday. 

These final sections cover 
the organisation of the armed 
forces and its chain of com- 
mand prior to the invasion in 
1990, the state of the military 
after liberation in 1991 and 
the response to the Iraqi 
troop build-up in the border 
area in 1994. 

"(The report) has been 
submitted for debate in par- 
liament, so it is up to parlia- 
ment to decide on it.” Mr. 
Naibari said. 

Iraqi troops invaded 
Kuwait on Aug. 2, 1990, and 
overran Kuwait's military 
within hours of crossing the 
Kuwairi-Iraqi border. 

A coalition force, led by 
the United States, liberated 
Kuwait in February 1991. 

After the invasion, Kuwait 
allocated $12 billion to a 
programme aimed at boost- 
ing the capability of its milit- 
ary over 12 years. 
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Algeria unveils 

plan for reform 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Algeria 
i'.as unveiled its blueprint for 
sweeping constitutional re- 
form, including a limit on 
presidential terms and intro- 
duction of a bicameral parlia- 
ment. 

Plans also call for changes 
to the laws governing politic- 
al parties and elections in the 
country, which has been 
rocked by militancy. 

Political parties would be 
barred from using Islam, the 
Arabic langauge and native 
Algerian culture — “the 
three cornerstones of nation- 
al identity” — to further their 
partisan goals. 

They would also have to 
renounce any violence to 
promote their causes. 

The proposed changes 
appear in a “memorandum” 
sent by President Liamine 1 
Zeroual to political parties, 
organisations and individuals 
who will be taking part in a 
“political dialogue” in the 
coming weeks. 

Extracts were carried by 
the official APS news agency. 

Other proposed constitu- 
tional reforms include the 
creation of a so-called high 
council of state and a high 
state court. 

If the changes are adopted. 
Algeria's president would be 
able to serve no more than 
two terms. Under the 19S9- 
constitution, each presiden-. 
tial term runs for five years, 
but there is no term limit. 

A second house of parlia- 
ment, to be called the Coun- 
cil of the Nation, will join the 
existing people's national 
assembly and consist of 
“elected' representatives of 
local bodies, as well as 
national groups and persona- 

!:■ ICS. 

“The two houses will con- 
stitute parliament, thus per- 
mitting a better legislative 
process and guarantees of 
stability and continuity in 
state institutions,*' the 
memorandum states. 

It adds that would be 
“judicious” to confer upon 
fhe president of the council of 
the nation the power to con- 
vene the constitutional coun- 
cil and to carry out the duties 
of president if the head of 


state's position becomes 
vacant. 

The proposed High Coun- 
cil of State would be re- 
sponsible for overseeing the 
administration of govern- 
ment, while the high state 
court would judge the presi- 
dent and prime minister in 

cases of “high treason." 

— ■ 

Mr. Zeroual is also sug- 
gesting a national conference 
on the proposed reforms in 
the coming weeks, to be fol- 
lowed by a referendum by tbe^ 
end of the year, parliamen- 
tary elections in early 1997 
and municipal polls after- 
wards. 

Currently, legislative 
duties are fulfilled by a tran- 
sitional council, created in 
1994 to replace a national 
consultative council which it- 
self was set up in 1992 when 
then President Chadli Bend- 
jedid dissolved the national 


3 killed, 50 injured 

Three people died and be- 
tween 50 and 70 were in- 
jured, rive seriously, when a 
booby-trapped truck ex- 
ploded Saturday in BHda, 
south of the Algerian capital, 
press reports said Sunday. 

Initial security service re- 
ports Saturday put the toll at 
one dead and “several" in- 
jured. 

The dawn blast, some 50 
metres from a police station, 
destroyed several buildings 
and caused serious damage to 
. others, press reports said. 

The truck, packed with 
almost 150 kilogrammes of 
explosives, went off in the 
Bab A1 Rahba district of the 
city, 50 kilometres south of 
Algiers. 

Sustained gunfire was 
beard before the blast in a bid 
to distract police while the 
truck was moved into posi- 
tion, the press reports said. 

The truck bomb was the 
latest in a spate of blasts and 
other attacks in Algeria’s 
four-year civil war. 

A series of bomb attacks 
rocked the Algiers region in 
mid April, one of which 
targetted a police station in 
the suburb of Bab A1 Ouedri, 



PERES MEETS WITH ISRAELI ARABS: Abdul Wahab AL Darawsheh, leader of the conservative Arab 
Democratic Party, gestures as he and other Israeli Arab political leadexs meet with Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres (behind, left) on Sunday as the Israel Arabs flex their political muscle ahead of the May 
29 general election. Israel has some 850,000 Arab citizens representing 12 per cent of the electorate and 
Arab politicians are making demands on Peres and threatening to withhold support unless their 
demands are met. Next to Mr. Darawsheh sits Abdul Malek Dahamsheh, leader of the Islamic 
Movement and a lawyer who represents the Hamas cleric Sheikh Ahmed Yassin who is in an Israeli 
prison. One of the Islamic Movement's demands in the elections is that Sheikh Yassin be released 
(Reuters photo) 


Likud campaign taps Begin nostalgia 


Kuwait said to order 
missiles from Britain 


TEL AVIV (R) — Still trail- 
ing Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres in polls by about rive 
points, the opposition Likud 
party delved deep into Israeli 
history on Saturday and cam- 
paigned on Menachem Be- 
gin, who died four years ago. 

The Labour Party fought 
back, attempting to debunk 
the notion that opposition 
Likud leader Benjamin 
Netanyahu can claim to have 
much in common with the 
respected Begin. 

The ghost of the man who 
signed a peace deal with 
Egypt in 1979 is not the first 
image of an Israeli leader 
resurrected in campaign 
broadcasts ahead of May 29 
elections. 

Mr. Peres labour party 
opened their election broad- 
casts a few days ago by . 
harkduing back to im&ges of : 
slain peacemaker Yitzhak 
Rabin, ,.his. thundering voice 
still fresh in the ears of many 
Israelis. 

Likud spin doctors had 
criticised Labour's use of 
Rabin in campaign advertise- 
ments — the only footage of 
candidates allowed on televi- 


sion in the week oefore the 
elections — saying it demons- 
trated Mr. Peres’ inability to 
stand on his own merits. 

But the Likud soon fol- 
lowed suit. 

Trying to grasp the so- 
called floating voters who 
want both peace and security, 
the hardline party showed 
footage of Begin shaking 
hands with Egyptian Presi- 
dent Anwar Sadat. 

For Likud, Mr. Begin is a 
symbolic reminder — 
perhaps the only one — that 
they, too, have a legacy of 
peacemaking with their Arab 
neighbours. 

The Labour Party shot 
back on Saturday, poking fan 
at the idea that Mr. Netany- 
ahu, 47, and his Ameri can- 
style campaigning bore any 
likeness to Begin and his 
cbke-b6ttle thick ' gla^. ' 

“Bibi- reminds me of 
Menachem Begin," said an 
* actor oh a Labour broadcast, 
using Mr. Netanyahu's nick- 
name. 

“All the cynicism, the 
style, the personality, the 
character, the glasses — the 
stamp of Menachem Begin. 


He also reminds me a little 
bit of Arik i (Ariel) » Sharon, 
but in a different way,” the 
actor said, referring to the 
ultra-hawkish Likud ex- 
general who ordered Israel’s 
1982 Lebanon invasion. 

. Mr. Peres and Mr. Netany- 
ahu have hovered between 
four and five points apart in 
polls for several weeks, Mr. 
Peres enjoyed a robust lead 
over Mr. Netanyahu in the 
wake of Mr. Rabin’s assas- 
sination in November by a 
right -wing Jew. 

But he watched that lead 
swallowed up by a wave of 
suicide bombings in February 
and March that killed 59 peo- 
■ple in Israel. 

Rabbinical support 

An ultra-orthodox rabbi- 
. meal .court,, has. ordered its 
followers to vote for Mr. 
Netanvahu in the election for 

■P 

■prime minister. -n»- ■ 

The decree; ■wils' made in 
order to “preserve the land of 
Israel.” Berke Wolf, a leader 
of the Chahad-Lubavitch 
movement in Israel, said Sun- 
day. 

“The land of Israel is in 


danger.” he said, referring to 
the Labour Party's platform 
of trading the occupied terri- 
tories with the Palestinian 
National Authority for 
peace. 

“We need to make sure the 
land remains in Jewish 
hands.” 

About 35. IKK) Chabad vo- 
ters live in Israel. Mr. Wolf 
said tens of thousands of 
other orthodox voters are ex- 
pected to follow the decree as 
well. 

The decree does not men- 
tion Mr. Netanvahu bv name 

+ m 

but calls him the “richt-wing” 
candidate. Mr. Netanvahu 
and Mr. Peres are the only 
candidates for prime minis- 
ter. 

The Chabad-Lubavitch 
community became a power- 
ful religious ynd ^ economic 
iristgutigjv^ liadejr j&e j£ud- 
ership of the late- Rabbi 
Menachem Schneerson of 
Brooklyn. N.Y. The sect has 
a budget estimated at 551X1 
million for its activities, 
which include running 
schools and charities. pu£ 
lushing books and proselytis- 
ing among secular Jews. 


KUWAIT (R) — A news- 
paper reported on Sunday 
Kuwait would buy more 
5100 million worth of Brit- 
ish naval missiles in prefer- 
ence to rival French 
weapons. 

Diplomats had no official 
confirmation the Gulf state 
had made a final choice. 

AI Watan said Kuwait 
had chosen British Aeros- 
pace's Sea Skua missile 
over MM-15 missiles made 
by France's Aerospatiale 
installation of eight fast 
patrol boats worth $500 
million sold to Kuwait by 
France in 1995. 

The newspaper said it 
expected a sale agreement 
worth about $160 million to 
be signed very soon. A 
Defence Ministry spokes- 
man could not contacted 
immediately for comment. 

One defence expert said 
the value of both the 
French and British offer 
was nearer $100 million. 

Diplomats said the com- 


petition for the sale was 
nearing an end but Kuwaiti 
officials had given no firm 
indication to the competing 
companies about which 
weapon they would select. 

The patrol boats made by 
Constructions Mecaniques 
de Normandie will be deli- 
vered over the next four 
years. 

Kuwaiti Crown Prince 
and Prime Minister Sheikh 
Saad AI Abdullah AI 
Sabah met senior British 
government officials in- 
cluding Prime Minister 
John Major on a visit to 
London last week. The 
missile contract is believed 
to have been one of the 
subjects discussed, defence 
experts say. 

Kuwaiti Defence Minis- 
ter Sheikh Ahmad 
Hamoud is also on a visit to 
London and is expected to 
meet Defence Secretary 
Michale Portillo for talks 
on defence cooperation. 


Mubarak sends 13 Brotherhood activists to military trial 


JORDAN TIMES 
TEL: 699634/684311 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Un- 
bowed by international critic- 
ism, President Hosni Mubar- 
ak has ordered 13 members 
of the Muslim Brotherhood 
to stand trial before a military 
court in yet another move to 
weaken Egypt's largest 
opposition group. 

The defendants, including 
former Parliament members, 
union leaders and professors, 
were arrested April 2 and 
accused of trying to take con- 
trol of Egypt's mosques, un- 
ions and charity groups. 

The specific charges were 
not disclosed and no date has 
been set for the trial, officials 
said Sunday. 

Mr. Mubarak’s decision 
was the fourth time Brother- 
hood members have been re- 
ferred to military courts dur- 
ing a 17-month government 
campaign against the Muslim 
fundamentalist group, which 
is outlawed but was long con- 
sidered too powerful and 
popular to suppress. 

The Brotherhood, one of 
the oldest fundamentalist 
groups, renounced violence 


in the 1970s in its attempt to 
bring about Islamic law and 
was even allowed to enter 
Egypt's legislative elections 
in coalition with other politic- 
al parties. 

But the government has 
imprisoned dozens of its 
members after they were said 
to be linked to militant orga- 
nisations. 

Human rights groups have 
strongly criticised the use of 
the military courts to try civi- 
lians. The courts often hand 
down stiff sentences and de- 
fendants do not have the 
right to appeal. 

During a military trial of 82 
Brotherhood members last 
year. Amnesty International 
called the defendants “pris- 
oners of conscience" and said 
that they should be freed 
immediately. 

Most prominent among the 
13 arrested in April was Abu 
AI Ala Maadi, secretary- 
general of the powerful en- 
gineers’ union. Mr. Maadi 
has been instrumental in 
attempts to win government 
approval for the Islamic- 


oriented Centre Party. Many 
of the party's founders in- 
cluded the Brotherhood's 
younger, emerging leaders. 

Two other founders of the 
party were also arrested. 

Another leading detainee 
was Mohammad Mahdi Os- 
man Akef , who used to serve 
as the Brotherhood's repre- 
sentative in Western Europe. 

The Brotherhood has de- 
nied any links with militant 
organisations like the Islamic 
group and Holy War. Since 
1972, those groups have 
sought to overthrow the gov- 
ernment and install Islamic 
rule inm an insurgency that 
has claimed the lives of more 
than 950 people. 

25 detained 

Police have detained 25 
followers of a blind Muslim 
fundamentalist cleric jailed in 
the United States, suspecting 
they were planning to kill 
policemen and blow up police 
buildings, the AI Ah ram 
newspaper said. 

Sheikh Omar Abdul Rah- 


man is in jail in the United 
States, convicted of abetting 
a militant plan to blow up the 
United INationsi- headquar- 
ters. 

The government newspap- 
er said on Saturday that his 
followers in Fayyoum, a large 
oasis southwest of Cairo 
which is the cleric's home 
town, had tried to revive the 
militant Gamaa Al-lslamiya 
(Islamic Group) in the area 
and had gathered a stash of 
weapons for the operations 
they were planning. 

The Fayyoum group, led 
by Gaber Abdul Hamid Abu 
Sharoud, was recruiting new 
members and meeting in the 
mosques and prayer houses 
they control in the area, it 
added. 

The Gamaa is the largest 
group fighting to overthrow 
President Mubarak and set 
up a strict Islamic state. 

It has been active mostly in 
the Nile Valley provinces of 
Assiut and Minya, south of 
Cairo, but Fayyoum has been 
largely peaceful for some 
years. 


Tic/: 773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 

15:00 Bonkers (cartoon) 

J5 J5 Ridiic Rieh 

15:45 Playabout 

lfclO 

Doc. — Animals of the 

Moditcrrncan 

1630 Comedy — Bustin Loose 

17:00 News Hash 

17:02 Only 

17:15 L’Ceolc Des Fans 

18:04 Magazine — Thalassa 

19:10 News in Frendi 

19:15 Magazine — Cinq Sur Cinq 

1930 News Headlines 

1935 Comedy — The Nanny 

MM Rhythms That Speak 

2030 Milner — Fenwick 

2034 

Doc. — Rock Around the World 

Echo 

21:05 

Doc. _ |im Years of Capitalism in 

Korea 

22:00 News in English 

The Bold nnd the Beautiful 

23:10 P.S. 1 Love U 

ZizSS Taurus Rising 

PRAYER TIMES 

M:07 Fajr 

0536 (SunriseJ Doha 

1232 Dbuhr 

16:12 'Asr 

1938 Maghreb 

2036 Tsha 


St, Mary of Nazareth Cbarcfa 
SwetOeh, Td. 810740 

Assemblies of God Cboith, Td. 
632785. 

SL Joseph Chord: Td. 624590. 

Latin Cathefics Church Td. 

614190 

Church of the AmumdatkM Tel. 
637440. 

De la SaDe Church Td. 661757 
Terra Sanda Chard: Td: 622366 
Chord: of the Anm mdolin a Td. 

623541. 

Aagfiea n Church Td. 652826. 
Armenian CathoBc Church Td. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Chord! Td. 

775261. 

St, Ephrafaa Church Td. 771751. 
Amman International Church TcL 

652526. 

Evangefical Lutheran Chard Tel: 
824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Td. 845457 
The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Letter- Day Saints Tel. 654932 
Cbarch of Naarene Td.675691. 
The Evangelical Local Church In 
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Td- 81 1295. 


L flrtn Cathodes Parish Td. 614190 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

m 

Relative hot weather conditions 


will prevail with temperatures 
d ro pping slightly and winds north- 
westerly moderate. Khamasini 
weather conditions wDl prevail on 
Tuesday with dry and hoi condi- 
tions affecting the Kingdom. In 
Aqaba, it mil be relatively hot. 
winds northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 

MinJMax- temp. 

Amman 17/31 

Aqaba 23/37 

Deserts 16/33 

Jordan Valley 20 / 37 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 35, Aqaba 37, Humidity 
readings: Amman 24 per rent. 
Aqaba 26 per cent. 

USEFUL 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Khalil Tusluq 757W3 

Dr. Waiiq Oaddaumi 893542 

Dr. Yafaya Abdul Rahim ... 836072 

Dr. Nasser Ibrahim 830432 

Fciddws pharmacy 778336 

AI Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

AI $alam pharmacy 636730 


Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

[RBUh 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu 281484 

Alquds pharmacy (— ) 

ZARQAz 

Dr. Fawsz Karadsbch 543918 

Khalifch pharmacy 985417 


IGENC1ES 


Food Control Centre 

Civil Defence Department 
Gvil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 

Gvil Defence Emergency 
Rescue Police 192.621111. 

Fire Brigade 

Blood Bank 

Highway Police 

Traffic Police 

Public Security Department 

Hotel Complaints 

Price Complaints 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints « v .i 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 

Overseas Calls 


637111 

66I1U 

630341 
... 199 
637777 
617101 
775121 
843402 
896390 
. 63032! 
605800 
661176 

897467 

787111 


... 121 
010230 


Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdati Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 
Oucca Alia Iml. Airport 0843200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medial Centre 81381302 
KhaHdi Maternity. J. Amn 

644281/6 

Akilcfa Maternity. J. Amn. 

642441/3 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 6 36140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 607071 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasber Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164ft 

Italian. ALMM>"'*Tcn ... ““""IT 
, u-oasnir. J. Astirafich 7751 1 1/26 

Army. Marka 89161 i/15 

Ouccn Alia Hospital 686100 

Amai Hospital - 607155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 
Special Surgery 865199 


ZA8QA: 

Zarqa GovL Hospital 
Zarqa National Hospital 


Ibn Sum Hospital 

AI Hfluna Modm Hospital 

(BUD: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

Greek CatboSc Hospital 

Ibn AI Males Hospital 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 


(09)983323 

(0919005® 

(09)986732 

(09)990990 

.. (02)275555 
(02)272275 
.. (02)247100 


(03)314111 


QUEEN AU A 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
deportment at the Ouccn Alia In- 
ternational Airport Td. (08)53200- 
5 and Marka Airport Td. 875201/5 
where it should always be verified. 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Fiignta 

(Terminal 1) 

5*2 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

*2*5 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

Sanaa (RJ) 

Jeddah (FU i 
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Saudis warn against housing or hiring pilgrims 

. RIYADH (AFP) — Saudi Arabia warned it could jail .and 'A 
fine anyone harboring or embloywg Muslim pilgrims who 
failed to return to their home countries after the annual 
pilgrimage ended last month. “The Interior Ministry warns 
residents, Saudis or not, that they would face severe 
! penalties if they lodge or hire stragglers," the Interior 
Ministry said in a warning carried by the official Saudi Press 
Agency. “They risk both heavy prison terms and steep 
fines,” it said. The ministry also warned pilgrims who 
stayed behind illegally in the oil-rich Kingdom, thst they 
will be “imprisoned, punished and deported.” Around 1 .6 
million pilgrims flocked this year to the Holy Oty of 
Mecca, including more than one million from overseas, for 
the ann ual pilgrimage which ended April 30. Pilgrims 
relinquish their passports on entering Saudi Arabia and can 
get them back when they leave. 

"Wanted nuclear agent* traced to Libya 

■ 

NUMICH (AP) — A 61-year-old German who is wanted 
for providing plans and equipment to Iraq to build a 
nuclear bomb, is believed to be hiding out in Libya, a 
weekly news magazine said Saturday. The Munich-based 
Focus magazine said German federal police, who have 
been seeking to arrest Karl-Heinz Scbaab of Kaufbueren in 
Bavaria state since early this year, have narrowed down his 
whereabouts to Libya, where he allegedly has been given 
refugee. Mr. Schaab is suspected of providing Iraq {dans to 
construct a nuclear bomb, along with a centrifuge needed 
to enrich uranium, the report said. The U.N. has sent 
scores of weapons inspection teams into Iraq since the 1991 
ceasefire ending the Gulf war. German officials have . 
acknowledged some U.N.-gathered evidence linked Ger- $ 
man companies or individuals to technology transfers to 
Iraq that could be used to build mass-destruction weapons, 
and several longstanding investigations continue. 

Peres office says he will not visit Tunis 

TEL AVIV (AP) — The office of Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres denied a report Sunday that be would make a historic 
first visit to Tunis. Israel’s army radio had reported that 
Mr. Peres was to go to Tunis and then Paris, where he, 
would meet with Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat. But the 
prime minister’s office said Sunday that Mr. Peres had no 
plans to go to either Tunis or Paris. 

Man sets himself ablaze in front of police 

CAIRO (AFP) — A man accused of raping his daughter 
immolated himself in front of a Cairo police station after 
failing to convince police be bad been framed by his 
ex-wife, the Egyptian daily AI Wafd said Sunday. The 
45-year-old former government employee, whose name 
was not given, was summoned to the station Thursday to 
respond to the charge filed against him by one of his 
daughters, the paper said. The man insisted to police that 
bis ex-wife, who he had divorced four years ago, had forced 
his daughter out of spite to file charges that he had drugged ’■* 
the girl and then raped her, the paper said. Frustrated 
when his protests fell on deaf ears, he bought a container of 
petrol from a nearby gas station and set himself ablaze 
before attempting to force his way bade into the police, 
station. He died shortly after being brought to a nearby 
hospital. 

JtNKjKftii IsrwH thjs.year 

DOHA (AFP) — Oatar is studying future trade with Israel and 
will sign a deal at the end of the year on gas shipments to the 
Jewish state from 2000. senior officials said. “Oatar is. currently 
studying setting up trade links with Israel based on accords to 
avoid double taxation and guarantee investments." Foreign 
Minister Sheikh Hamad Ben Jassem Ben Jaber AJ Than: said in 
remarks reported Sunday. "Many Israelis and Qataris are making 
visits within this framework.” he added, without specifying if they 
were travelling as officials or private citizens. “We will sign at the 
end of the year the implementation of a project between (the U.S. 
firm) Enron and the Israeli government calling for the export of 
Qatari gas to Israel," be said. These measures ~ar<f an example of 
ties that can be established with Israel," he said. 


Hardliners block scholar * 

. from speaking in Tehran 

* 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Several students were arrested Sunday after 
Islamic hardliners prevented a secularist intellectual from holding 
a speech at a Tehran University, police sources said. 

Members of Ansar-Hizbollah (Partisans of the Party of God) 
assembled in front of Amir Kabir Technical School in central 
Tehran, where Abdul Karim So rush, a moderate philosopher 

favouring separation of state and region, was to deliver his 
speech. 

In an angry speech to the crowd, a member of Ansar vowed not 
to allow “those espousing liberal ideas and favouring separation 

of state from religion from frequenting universities," Kavhan 
newspaper said. 7 

A scuffle ensued between the fundamentalists and pro-Sorush 
students, and several of them were later arrested by police 
, Chanting slogans against Western “cultural invasion " the 
crowd threatened to confront “liberals and secularists" within the 
political establishment in Iran. 

take^phroe ** *** university said tbar the speech would not 

; Backed by the conservative Shiite Muslim clergy, hardliners 
I have stepped up violent actions against any “signs of corruption” 

^ JSSy^ 006 " ^ * 5— 

Mr. So rush, a university professor and considered a main 
contemporary Islamic thinker, has been attacked by hardliners 
several tunes m the past in universities in Tehran and Esfahan. 


1M9 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

Damascus (RJ) 

1*30 New Delhi (RJ) 

lfc55 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

11:05 Beirut (RJ) 

1*28 Cairo (RJ) 

17:45 New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 
I7s45 — .......... Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

Bangkok (RJ) 

Milan, Amsterdam (RJ) 

•4:19 Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 
IfcM Haytaj (add) (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

London (BA) 

J®545 Khartoum (SD) 

1*51 Cairo (MS) 

13^6 .... Muscat, Abo Dbabr(GF) 

J*®! Vienna (OS) 

Kicv(6?j) 
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Amsterdam (KL) 
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Amman OA1A (arrives at Maries 
Airport at 10:20) (RW) 


AWf 

n 

(KL) 


Haytai, Abu Dhabi (add) (RJ) 
1240 ... Amsterdam, Chicago (RJ) 
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HRH Crown Prince Hassan Sunday visits the Safawi Badia Research and Develop- 
ment Programmes Centre and surrounding areas (Petra photo) * 

Crown Prince tours badia centre, 
urges programme participation 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan Sun- 
day visited the Northern 
Badia regions stopping first 
at the Safawi Badia 
Research and Development 
Programmes Centre where 
he met with members of the 
centre's steering committee 
and the experts and workers 
on the programme. 

He also listened to a 
briefing on the progress of 
the programme. ” Prince 
Hassan stressed the impor- 
tance of the local badia 
people’s participation in the 
programme as an asset in 
the development of the 
region. 

The Crown Prince toured 
several badia settlements 
and heard the residents' 
requests, proposals and 
ideas for developing their 
region. 

He also inspected several 
of the programme’s popula- 
tion and water harvesting 


centres, and environmental 
and livestock projects. 

The Crown Prince later 
told Jordan Television that 
he hoped that the scientists 
at the research centre will 
develop new techniques to 
meet the local demand for 
animal feed. 

Earlier the steering com- 
mittee bad discussed a 
mechanism for monitoring 
the progress of the pro- 
gramme’s scientific aspect, 
a plan of action and the 
funding of the programme 
which is partly financed by 
assitance from the United 
Kingdom. 

The committee said that 
in response to a request 
from the United Nations 
University the Safawi cen- 
tre will be transformed into 
a regional centre function- 
ing within the framework 
of and receiving support 
from the United Nations. 

The committee also rec- 


ommended that joint pro- 
jects be prepared and 
implemented in the badia in 
cooperation with several 
American institutions and 
has approved of a special 
British-supported badia 
development fund to 
finance the research pro- 
grammes. 

A British participant in 
the meeting told Jordan 
Television *T think- we 
amply fulfilled some of the 
objectives of the pro- 
gramme in two to three 
years thanks to the avail- 
ability of the equipment 
and the participation of a 
good number of scientists. 
We have already produced 
a lot of research that has a 
real applied benefit. This is 
not pure research for the 
interest of thie academics. 
This is research that will 
immediately be put to use 
for the benefit of the badia 
people.” 
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AMMAN (Petra) — A 
senior European Union 
(EU) official Sunday con- 
cluded a several-day visit to 
Jordan and urged the King- 
dom and its neighbouring 
countries, to open up their 
borders to free trade. 

Eberhard Rhein, director 
of the Mediterranean and 
Middle .East Division of the 
EU in Brussels, told 
reporters at a press confer- 
ence Sunday that the EU is 
now planning to sign part- 
nership agreements with 
Jordan and the other coun- 
tries in the region before 
the end of this year. Dr. 
Rhein said Jordan will be 
the first eastern Arab coun- 
try to conclude such an 
agreement in view of the 
country's economic and 
political potentials. 

During his stay in Jordan, 
Dr. Rhein attended the 
inauguration of a perma- 
nent headquarters for the 
secretariat of the Econom- 
ic Development Group of 
the Multilateral Track of 
the Middle East peace 
process. 


The secretariat office 
which was set up by the 
Middle East and North 
Africa Economic Confer- 
ence held in Amman last 
October, will coordinate 
and oversee regional devel- 
opment projects. 

According to Dr. Rhein, 
His Majesty King Hus- 
sein's latest visit to the EU 
member countries has con- 
tributed to further bolster- 
ing political, socio-eco- 
nomic and cultural relations 
between Jordan and the 
European continent . 

In his statement, Mr. 
Rhein said that representa- 
tives of 43 countries attend- 
ing the economic develop- 
ment group meetings here 
have unanimously decided 
to set up their general sec- 
retariat headquarters in Jor- 
dan and pledged to provide 
all facilities to bolster eco- 
nomic cooperation among 
the regioa’s countries. 

He said the EU has 
offered a great deal of tech- 
nical assitance to Jordan, 
Egypt, Palestine and Israel 
noting that $10 million allo- 


cated for this year will 
finance feasibility studies 
of infrastructure projects. 

He said these regional 
projects are highly impor- 
tant to the four countries 
and are desinged to set up 
railways and transporation 
facilities to contribute to 
regional economic integra- 
tion. 

Dr. Rhein said that the EU 
hopes to see free trade in 
the region and to see the 
Arab airports of Amman, 
A1 Arisb (Egypt), Cairo and 
Tel Aviv as well as the open 
borders between the coun- 
tries of the region con- 
tributing towards genuine 
and sustainable develop- 
ment 

The multilateral track of 
the Arab-Israeli peace 
process, launched in 1991, 
also features working 
groups on water, the envi- 
ronment, security and 
refugees, and is aimed at 
fostering cooperation 
between the countries of 
the Middle East and North 
Africa. 




MUSICAL PLAY 

* Jordanian grand musical play “Meadows of Dreams” (on children's rights) at A1 
Hassan Bin Talal Auditorium, University of Jordan at 8:00 p.m. 

FILM 

* “Quai des Brumes” at the French Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 

LECTURE 

* “Early Christianity in Arabia” by Dr. Karl Schmitt-Korte at the Friends of Archaeol- 
ogy (FoA) Centre at 6:00 pjn. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Works from the collection of Musa del Gradaba Espanol contemporaneo-Marbella 
“From Picasso to our Present Days” at Darat A1 Funun, Jabal Weibdeh, until June 6. 

* “Arab Cartoonists” exhibition at Alia Art Gallery, Jabal Amman, until May 16. 
^Exhibition of iron-made furniture by Salim Bandak at the Jordan Design and Trade 
Centre of Nour AI Hussein Foundation, until May 31. 

■ •* Stamps exhibition by Musa Dabbas at Al Hashimiya Library, until May 20. 

■* Works by Tawfiq Yahya at the Royal Cultural Centre, until May 16. 

* Annual Spring Exhibition at the Jordan River Design entitled “New Beginnings” 
until May 23. (Tel. 613081/2). 

* Abstract art by Afnan Al Sheikli at the Phoenix Gallery, Gardens street, until May 
15. 

* Recent works by Ayyad AI Nimer at Dazat Al Funun, Jabal Weibdeh, until June 12, 

* Works by Syrian artist Ibtisam Al Ansari at Abdul Hamced Shoman Foundation, 
Jafral Amman, until May 16. 


Children’s rights activists 
say draft child law lacking 


By Rana 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Ministers, 
parliamentarians, attorneys 
and children’s rights 
activists Sunday criticised 
the draft law on the rights 
of child saying it was for- 
mulated “too quickly and 
overlooks many important 
issues.” 

Officials and activists, 
meeting at a one-day 
roundtable session, stressed 
the need to carefully study 
the draft law and to pin- 
point the important ele- 
ments which are either 
missing or improperly 
implemented in the draft 
law to insure comprehen- 
sive child protection legis- 
lation. 

The law, was recently 
drafted by the Ministry of 
. Social Development aiong 
with human rights activists, 
specialists in child educa- 
tion and non-governmental 
organisations. 

“The draft law was writ- 
ten too quickly, and the 
child abuse issue, a major 
problem in Jordan, was not 
clearly defined by the 
authors and there is a need 
to define child abuse and to 
define the forms of abuse 
being practised against 
children before planning a 
draft law,” Deputy Toujan 
Faisal told the gathering at 
the morning roundtable ses- 
sion. 

Ms. Faisal also criticised 
an article in the proposed 
law which states that if a 
mother is unable to prove 
who the biological father of 
her child is, she is forced to 
sign a document giving up 
her child to an orphanage. 

“It is not fair to take the 
child away because chil- 
dren need their mothers, 
and what is more important 
to our society is the child's 


welfare,” Ms. Faisal said 
Ms. Faisal also asked the 
authors of the draft legisla- 
tion that when they rewrite 
the law they recognise the 
child's right to choose 
his/her religion and politi- 
cal trend. 

Ahmad Najdawi, an attor- 
ney, also criticised the 
rapidity in writing the new 
law adding that the authors 
did not specify which 
courts would have jurisdic- 
tion in child matters. 

He added that there is a 
need to find alternative 
solutions for abandoned 
new-borns and homeless 
“since our laws forbid 
adoption.” 

“We have to create a 
Fatwa law (Islamic law) to 
allow adoption to insure a 
proper life for those chil- 
dren,” Mr. Najdawi told the 
roundtable. 

According to Abdullah 
Khatib, president of the 
General Union of Voluntary 
Societies, three to five new- 
borns are picked up from 
garbage containers weekly 
and they are cared for by 
the Italian Hospital. 

“Where is the ‘right to 
life' for these children?” he 
asked. 

In April children's rights 
activists criticised the same 
draft law because they said 
“it does not take into con- 
sideration the child's well- 
being.” 

HRH Princess Basma, 
who opened the roundtable 
session, told the gathering 
that the child is the hope of 
the country and will play a 
role in developing it in the 
future. 

“We need to fill the gaps 
and to respond to any area 
that could help benefit our 
children,” Princess Basma 
said. 

Farah Daghestani, presi- 
dent of Princess Basma 



HRH Princess Basma Sunday presides over a roundtable discussion of a draft chil- 
dren's rights law (Petra photo) 


Women’s Resource Centre 
(PBWRC), said forming a 
draft law for children in 
Jordan is an important step 
in the social development 
of the Kingdom. 

“Not only will the new 
draft law emphasise the 
rights and duties of chil- 
dren, it will also help in 
strengthening the national 
and official interest of chil- 
dren's issues in all aspects,” 
Ms. Daghestani said adding 
that “hopefully the draft 
law will work on improving 
the status of children and 
guarantee them a bright 
future.” 

“We as government and 
non-governmental organi- 
sation officials should bear 
the responsibility and per- 
form our job properly by 
conducting serious discus- 
sions and objective stud- 
ies,” said Ms. Daghestani. 

Minister of State . for 


Prime Ministry Affairs 
Hisham Tel suggested 
forming a children’s nation- 
al fund and collecting dona- 
tions to support needy chil- 
dren and needy families. 

Presiding over the round- 
table discussion. Minister 
of Justice Abdul Karim 
Dughmi asked the partici- 
pants to submit their sug- 
gestions and proposals and 
to present them to the com- 
mittee of authors. 

The event was organised 
by the PBWRC in coopera- 
tion with the Jordanian 
National Forum for Women 
(JNFW). 

The PBWRC was estab- 
lished in March with the 
aim of advancing women’s 
position in society. The 
centre targets women at the 
grassroots level by offering 
activities such as work- 
shops and training courses. 

■ The JNFW, a non-govern- 


mental organisation, was 
established in January 
1996, ro maintain dose 
cooperation with all other 
non-govemmental organi- 
sations aiming at improving 
women’s status and condi- 
tion in the Kingdom. 

Sunday's event was also 
attended by the ministers of 
Social Development. 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs, 
Health. Education. Labour, 
and Culture, who also stal- 
ed their suggestions regard- 
ing the amendments ro the 
draft law. 

The recommendations 

and amendment will be 
referred to the legal com- 
mittee formed by the JNFW 
to be redrafted and referred 
to the concerned authorities 
for further review. 

The child draft law then 
must be endorsed by the 
Cabinet then Parliament to 
become a law. 


‘Regional cooperation 
needed to manage 
water resources’ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — French 
Embassy Cultural Attache 
Agnes Romatet told a 
meeting Sunday that her 
country will continue to 
cooperate with Jordan 
through the Water and 
Environmental Research 
and Study Centre at the 
University of Jordan in the 
field of managing irrigation 
and in the exhange of 
expertise and information. 

She said the scarcity of 
water in the region requires 
that the Arab states increase 
their cooperation with the 
advanced nations to ensure 
the use of modem technol- 
ogy in the management of 
water resources. 

Centre Director Moham- 
mad Shatanawi addressed 
the meeting which was 
organised by the University 
of Jordan and the French 
embassy and reviewed 
cooperation between the 
organisers of the regional 
meeting in the transfer of 
technology, the exchange 
of expertise and experts 


visits and research pro- 
grammes in water and irri- 
gation fields. 

During a meeting held in 
Amman in January this 
year, French Ambassador 
to Jordan Bernard Bajolet 
said his country will con- 
tinue to provide financial 
and technical assistance to 
the various regional water 
ministries through an 
international water bureau 
based in Paris. 

French experts will deliv- 
er lectures during the five- 
day meeting which is 
attended by 45 participants 
from Jordan, Syria, 
Lebanon, Tunisia, Oman 
and Palestine. 

The University of Jordan 
said that the centre and the 
embassy have been cooper- 
ating in the field of research 
and study in water and irri- 
gation over the past two 
years and have been con- 
ducting experiments at the 
Jordan Valley and Madaba 
with positive results. 


tourism 


and 


Save water... 
every drop counts 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minis ter of Tourism and 
Antiquities Saleh Irsheidat -Sunday said 
Jordan was determined to intensify pro- 
grammes to market its historic, archaeolog- 
ical and tourist treasures abroad, especially 
in the United States, Europe and the Far 
East 

Dr. Irsheidat was speaking during a visit 
to the Jordan Tourism Board (JTB) where 
he met with Akram Masarweh in his capac- 
ity as chairman of a hoteliers and restau- 
ranteurs association which is also called the 
Jordan Tourism Board. Mr. Masarweh is 
also secretary general of the Ministry of 
Tourism. 

Also attending the meeting were associa- 
tion board members. 

The parties reviewed the JTB's pro- 
grammes to promote the Kingdom’s 
tourism industry. 

JTB Executive Director Marwan Khouri 
outlined the organisation's plans and pro- 
grammes for promoting Jordanian tourist 
attractions abroad, saying that die Kingdom 
was participating in various world tourism 
exhibtions and festivals to help market 
these attractions. 

According to the minister, more than 
223.000 tourists visited Jordan in the first 
quarter of 1996. The figure, he said, marks 
a record year after the sharp fall caused by 
the 1990 Gulf crisis. 

Dr. Irsheidat told Reuters that the tourism 
sector registered a 19-25 per cent rise in the 
first three months of 1996 over the same 
period last year. 

He added that American and Euorpean 
tourists made up most of the foreign visi- 
tors to the Kingdom so far this year. 

He also expected tourism revenues to 
reach $1 billion in 1996, up from $700 mil- 
lion last year. 

After the JTB visit. Dr. Irsheidat attended 
a meeting at the Department of Antiquities 
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The Treasury at Petra (file photo) 

at which amendments to a 19SS law on the 
protection of artifacts which constitute a 
national wealth. 

The amendments to the law call for heav- 
ier penalties to be imposed on those who 
tamper with the country's antiquities, steal 
artifacts or excavate them without 
licence. They also have provisons for 
stricter penalties against those who try to 
smuggle artifacts abroad. 
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Under The Patronage of Her Majesty Queen Noor. Jordan River Designs presents: 
'NEW BEGINNINGS* introducing our baby line along with our new Spring collection. At JRD 
showroom , Jabei Amman, 1st Circle. 9-23 May , 1996, from 9.00 am - 9.00 pm. Tel. 613081-2 
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4 World News 

Congress retains Rao, seeks 
to block B JP from taking power 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — India’s Cong- 
ress (I) Party rallied behind outgoing 
Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao 
Sunday and decided to team up with a 
centre-left alliance to block Hindu 
nationalists from taking power. 

The Ill-year-old Congress warded 
off a leadership crisis by retaining Mr. 
Rao as its president, then said its chief 
priority was to prevent the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP, Indian People's 
Parry) from assuming office. 

The Congress Working Committee 

tCWO. the party's highest policy- 
making body, said the mandate given 
by Indian voters in the recent general 
elections was in favour of “a secular 
alternative" to the aggressively pro- 
Hindu BJP. 

Party General Secretary B.P. Maurya 
said the Congress would either support 
the claim bv the National Front-Left 
Front (Nf-Lf) alliance to form the next 
government or form a coalition with it. 

Mr. Maurya said it was also possible 
that the “Congress may lead a coali- 
tion government because we are the 
single largest party” alter the BJP. “It 
is just possible that it may be led by 
P.V. Narasimha Rao,” he said. 

The BJP has emerged with the most 
seats in a hung parliament produced 
by the staggered general elections 
which ended Tuesday, but well short 


of a majority in [he 545-member Lok 
Sabha, or lower bouse of parliament. 

Both the NF-LF, a loosely knit coali- 
tion, and the Congress (I) have 
resolved to block its rise to power, say- 
ing its pro-Hindu posturing endan- 
gered religious harmony in the notion 
of 930 million people. 

NF-LF leaders said they would seek 
the Congress's support, appearing to 
drop an earlier condition that they 
would do so only if the Congress 
dropped Mr. Rao as its leader. 

'‘Our greatest concern is to prevent 
the BJP from coming to power," said 
S. JaipaJ Reddy, a leader of the Janata 
Dal (People’s Party), a key component 
in the NF-LF. 

The BJP blasted the Congress for 
adopting what it called a “negative 
approach." 

“This mandate was clearly in favour 
of the BJP” Narendra Modi, a party 
leader, said. "The Congress should 
have accepted the mandate gracefully 
instead of trying to keep the BJP out of 
office under the mask of ideology." 

“The Congress fought and lost the 
elections on the plank of providing 
stability, not secularism.” Mr. Modi 
said, "how can they talk of communal- 
ism now?” 

He said the NF-LF, which is yet to 
elect a leader or decide on the compo- 


Rebels kill 3 soldiers in Jaffna 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Tamil Tiger guerril- 
las shot dead at least three government sol- 
diers in Sri Lanka's northern peninsula of 
Jaffna, the Defence Ministry here said 
Sunday. 

Gunmen of the sep aratis t Liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) attacked the 
troops Saturday at Sarasati in the Jaffna 
peninsula in an area that was brought under 
military control last month, the ministry 
said. 

It said there had been a brief fire fight 
with the guerrillas, but rebel casualties were 
not immediately known. 

The latest attack came hours after the Ine 
ambushed an army patrol and attacked 
police sentries in eastern Sri Lanka killing 
16 security personnel and losing at least 50 
of their own men. 

The Tigers attacked an army patrol at 
Morakotanchenai in the district of Barti- 
caloa Saturday afternoon, killing 14 and 
wounding 19 others, including an officer, 
defence officials said. 

■■ • “There was a brief but a fierce fire fight,” 
a military spokesman here said. “Reinforce- 
ments have recovered the bodies of nine 


terrorists. But they may have suffered more 
casualties.” 

The Defence Ministiy in a statement said 
that at least 50 guerrillas were killed and 
another 30 wounded in the confrontation. 

Defence sources said MI-24 helicopter 
gunships had been deployed to attack the 
Tigers while artillery units also went into 
action to pound suspected LTTE bases in 
the area. 

In other separate incidents in the some 
district, the LTTE shot dead a police con- 
stable and a para military home guard and 
destroyed an electricity transformer, offi- 
cials said. 

The violence came as thousands of sol- 
diers consolidated their gains in the north- 
ern Jaffna peninsula where the LTTE earli- 
er maintained a de facto separate stare rill 
they were driven out late last year. 

The LTTE is leading a protracted cam- 
paign for independence in the island’s 
northern and eastern regions where the two 
million Tamil minority is concentrated. 
More than 50,000 people have died in bitter 
fighting sin. ., 1972. 


Hong Kong to speed up repatriation of 
Vietnamese despite violence, escapes 


HONG KONG (AFP) — The Hong Kong 
government will speed up the forced return 
of Vietnamese asylum seekers this month, 
despite rioting and a mass escape which 
turned a camp here into a virtual war zone. 

Scores were injured and dozens of build- 
ings and vehicles torched in the violence 
which began at the Whitehead Detention 
Centre Friday. Over 100 inmates, many 
armed with homemade weapons, escaped 
from the camp. 

Police said around 2S were still at large 
Sunday after four more were found in a 
continuing manhunt. 

The authorities said one reason that the 
inmates, who were resisting forced repatri- 
ation, torched (he camp was to destroy 
immigration records and hamper their 
return to Hanoi. 

“It did cause us a little bit of inconve- 
nience over the last couple of days in iden- 
tifying individual Vietnamese.” Secretary 
for Security Peter Lai said Sunday. 

However; Mr. Lai added that the forced 
return programme would, nonetheless, be 
speeded up with 600 Vietnamese being sent 
home against their will this month. The 
forced repatriation programme runs along- 
side a voluntary scheme. 

Riot police fired thousands of rounds of 
(cargo* as an estimated 3,000 asyium-seek- 
cts, some with spears and stones, went on 
the rampage during the two days of vio- 
lence in the Whitehead Camp. 

On Sundav, hundreds of residents of near- 


by Shatin Town demonstrated outside the 
camp's main entrance against the Viet- 
namese, and called for stronger security 
measures. 

“We can see from this incident in 
Whitehead Detention Centre the violence is 
escalating,” said Shatin District Board 
member Lau Kong-Wah. 

“How can the government cope with this 
kind of happening? If all the detention cen- 
tres in Hong Kong riot then it will be a great 
risk.” Mr. Lau said. 

One local protester said she feared being 
taken hostage by an escaping inmate. 

Commissioner for Correctional Services 
Raymond Lai said tension was still high at 
Whitehead although some instigators have 
been moved to local prisons. 

But their removal did not mean an end to 
the violence, he warned. 

“There are bound to be others that spring 
up if you put the trouble-makers away”, he 
said. 

Refugee concern lawyer Pam Baker said 
the government's detention policy was part- 
ly to blame lor the trouble. 

“The Hong Kong government has not 
been open to suggestions which would 
allow a civilised and humanitarian end to 
the saga." Mr. Baker said. 

There are around 18,000 Vietnamese 
boatpeople in Hong Kong camps. The vast 
majority has been deemed economic mi- 
grants and not eligible for asylum in a third 
countrv. 


Charles accuses Diana of divorce ‘blackmail’ 


LONDON (R> — Prince Charles has 
accused Princess Diana of blackmail and 
warned his estranged wife that she is drag- 
ging him into the bloodiest divorce in 
Brittain. a leading tabloid said Sunday. 

The Sunday Mirror report was the latest 
media le;ik on the acrimonious divorce but- 
tle between the heir to the throne and his 
wife that has plunged the 1 . 000-year-old 
monarchy into crisis and severely dented 
the House of Windsor’s popularity. 

The bitter end to their 15-year marriage 
has turned into a propaganda war to win 
public sympathy. 

The Sunday Mirror cited Prince Charles 
telling one of his closest friends: “We're 
heading for the bloodiest divorce in Britain 
and Princess Diana must take the blame for 
that.” 

It said Princess Diana claimed after a 
meeting last week with her mother-in-law. 
Queen Elizabeth, that she had won a £50 
million (S45.S5 million) settlement and full 
custody of her sons Prince William and 
Prince Harry. 

But as Princess Diana took a weekend 
break on the Spanish island of Majorca and 
Prince Charles played polo in Britain, a 


friend of the prince told the paper: “The 
truth is that Diana was very politely but 
firmly snubbed by Her Majesty." 

Another close confidant quoted by the 
tabloid said: ’The prince is digging his 
heels in. He regards Diana's current tactics 
us virtual blackmail.” 

Last w'eek. royalty-obsessed tabloids said 
Princess Diana had warned the monarch 
that she would pull out of divorce talks 
unless they quickly show some sign of 
progress. 

A spokeswoman at Buckingham Palace 
said the queen did not want public specula- 
tion about the divorce negotiations. 

“The point was made a( the time of the 
announcement that the princess had agreed 
to the divorce that it was the queen's hope 
that these discussions could be conducted 
privately for the sake of the children.” she 
said. "Thai continues to be the case.” 

Under British law. Prince Charles could 
obtain a so-called "no-consent" divorce at 
the end of next year, when the couple will 
have been separated for five years. 

But in December the queen wrote to them 
both urging them to arrange a quick 
divorce. 


sitioa of a coalition, had “too many 
bridges to cross before the swearing- 
in,” adding that the BJP's chances of 
taking office were still bright. 

The NF-LF postponed a planned 
meeting Sunday that was to discuss 
government- formation strategy, cen- 
trist leader Ram Vilas Paswan told the 
Press Trust of India. 

The Congress, meanwhile, was set to 
elect Mr. Rao as the leader of its par- 
liamentary wing late Sunday after 
retaining him as the party chief in a bid 
to preserve a facade of unity despite 
calls for his ouster. 

“The Congress is intact. Mr. Rao is 
our leader, our undisputed leader,” 
said party General-Secretary Maurya. 

The 74-year-old Rao, who submitted 
his government’s resignation Friday, 
bad been under growing pressure to 
step down as party president following 
its worst performance ever in a nation- 
al election. 

But the participants in the CWC 
meeting decided that no single indi- 
vidual should be held responsible for 
the rout. Congress officials stud. 

The BJP has so far bagged 156 seats 
to become the largest group in the Lok 
Sabha. while the Congress has won 
134. The NF-LF has some 100 MPs 
while small regional parties and inde- 
pendents have won the rest. 
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BEIJING (R) — China told 
e same rival Taiwan Sunday that 
ce con- verbal assurances of com- 
ard and mitment to the “one China” 

t. offi- principle carried little 
weight and demanded con- 
of sol- crete action to prove the 
: north- island supported reunifica- 
E earli- tion with the mainland, 
tate rill “It is high lime for the 
Taiwan authorities to take 
d cam- concrete actions since they 

sland’s ^ ave made commitments 

tijg twQ that the two sides of the 
itra ted Taiwan Strait should -keep 

■ hini»r 10 ,lie ■ <one China’ ■ princi- 
ple,” said a commentary 

issued by the official 

r* Xinhua News Agency. 

[ OX It said some unidentified 
people acting under ins- 
traction from Taiwan au- 
Lo thoriiies had tried to defend 

the separatist activities of 
ide the their leaders. 

: Viet- These individuals had 

ecurity said the island's nationalist 
rulers had never acted 
ent in counter to the principle of 
lence is one China and said Taiwan 
Board had the right to participate 
in the United Nations, 
ith this Xinhua charged, 

on cen- “Actually those absurdi- 

a great ties are nothing new," 

Xinhua said. 

1 being Xinhua was apparently 

referring to remarks last 
ervices month by Koo Chen-Fu, 

high at chairman of the semi-offi- 

ns have cial Straits Exchange 

Foundation (SEF) that han- 
end to dies ties with Beijing in the 
absence of official rela- 
spring lions. 

ay”, he China has regarded Tai- 

wan as a renegade province 
er said since the two separated 

ns pan- with the defeat of the 

Nationalists at the end of 
las nor China's civil war in 1 949. 

would Beijing insists the island 

end to is not entitled to foreign 

recognition and threatens 
tamese to retake it by force if Tai- 

he vast pei declares independence, 

tic mi- The SEF was rebuffed 

a third last month when it tried to 
revive talks with China that 
“T have been sidled since 

ail’ Beijing flew into a rage 

over a private visit by 
: “The Taiwan’s President Lee 

sly but Teng-Hui to the United 

Slates last June. 

by the Beijing regards the trip as 
ng his evidence that Mr. Lee pays 

tactics only lip service to his gov- 

ernment's avowed goal of 
ds said reunification and is secret- 

onarch Iv pushing for the island's 

e talks independence, 

ign of “The present problem is 
that the Taiwan authorities 
Palace are not willing to adhere to 

secula- the ‘one China’ principle 

even in words.” Xinhua 
of the said. 

agreed However, it left the door 

s hope open for talks, saying rela- 

ducted tions could grow if Taiwan 

i." she gave commitments to reu- 

nification “not only in 
could words but also in deeds.” 

arce at China has accused Mr. 

le will Lee of promoting the is- 

land's independence even 
othem while stating that he fa- 

quick voured reunification with 

I China. 


Jordan limes, Monday, May 13, 1996 
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India’s caretaker prime minister P.V. Narasimha Rao squats with senior Cong ress 
Party colleagues at a meeting of its top-level working committee in his New Delhi res- 
idence Sunday. Congress Party dissidents favouring a possible change of l^dersn*P 
forced the meeting to assess the party’s poor performance in Indian general elections 
this month (Reuter photo) 

EU to pledge firmer links with Russia 

BRUSSELS (R) — The European Union, leaves, to dominate the bloc's business for 


BRUSSELS (R) — The European Union, 
privately haunted by the spectre of Boris 
Yeltsin losing the Russian presidential elec- 
tion in June, will outline plans Monday for 
helping Moscow stay the course of reform. 

Foreign ministers from the 15-nation bloc 
will approve a long-awaited “action plan” 
for Russia, designed to promote economic 
liberalisation and democracy. 

“The aim is to get it passed in time for the 
Russian election ” a European Commission 
official said last week. “The EU wants to 
give a signal to the reform process.” 

The plan is divided into five parts — 
helping democratic reforms, economic 
cooperation, cooperation in justice and 
home affairs, security and foreign policy. 

It commits the EU to actions ranging from 
working to bring Russia into the World 
Trade Organisation to twinning cities to 
forge cultural links. 

The EU, like much of the West, has 
placed almost all its hopes for Russia on 
Mr. Yeltsin, only to see him trail Commu- 
nist Party leader Gennady Zyuganov in 
most opinion polls. 

Mr. Yeltsin, seeking to boost his chances, 
has been talking of forging a pre-election 
union with liberal challenger Grigory 
Yavlinsky for the June 1 6 election. 

Most EU countries have been bracing for 
the possibility of a Yeltsin defeat and the 
return of a Communist leader in Moscow. 

Ireland, which takes over the EU presi- 
dency from Italy a couple of weeks after the 
election, expects Russia and the question of 
what will happen in Bosnia when NATO 


the rest of the year. , 

"There’s enormous concern about what s 
going to happen (in Russia),” a senior 
European government official said, adding 
there was little the EU could do but worry. 

The situation has left the EU with few 
options other than to continue urging Mos- 
cow on its path reform path, as with the 
action plan. 

“It’s not so much what we’re going to do. 
It’s what’s going to happen on their side 
that counts,” the official said. 

“What the action plan points to is a gener- 
al commitment to keep the relationship on 
an even keel.” 

In the economic realm, the plan says the 
EU will help develop trade links and pro- 
mote economic regional cooperation, it also 
pledges to help Russia modernise its pro- 
duction system, including encouraging 
modern information technologies, creating 
an environment in which foreign invest- 
ment can flourish, and encouraging anti- 
monopolies. 

Concerned by the growing crime wave 
from Central and Eastern Europe, the EU 
paper also calls for action to combat organ- 
ised crime, in particular drug-related crime. 

It says priority should be given to dealing 
with refugees and displaced persons to fight 
illegal immigration. 

On security and foreign policy issues, the 
EU says it wants to develop more contacts 
with Moscow in fields ranging from disar- 
mament to arms export controls. 


3 Indians die after scaling Everest 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — Three Indian 
climbers died in a blizzard while descend- 
ing from Mount Everest Friday, the Indian 
Mountaineering Federation (IMF) an- 
nounced Sunday. 

“There is no chance of survival,” said 
IMF Secretary M.S. Kohli, a veteran clim- 
ber who has scaled the world’s highest 
peak. 

He said the bodies of the three Indian 
climbers, members of a team from the para- 
military Indo-Tibetan Border Police 
(ITBP), had been spotted at separate 
heights on the S, 848-metre mountain. 

The ITBP mountaineers conquered Eve- 
rest by climbing its northern face from the 
Chinese side of the Himalayas, the first 
Indian team to do so, Mr. KohU said, adding 
that their bodies were found by some 
Japanese climbers who were on their way 
down. 

Mr. Kohli said the Japanese did not 
attempt a rescue operation because of the 
blizzard howling in Everest's upper reach- 
es. 

“I cannot blame the Japanese as they must 


have had some reason,” he said. 

The three Indian climbers belonged to a 
24-member ITBP team which left New 
Delhi on March 22 to assault the world’s 
highest peak from its rugged northern face, 
accessible from China. 

The IMF official said a four-member 
ITBP rescue team which left a su mmi t 
camp at a height of 8,320 metres Saturday 
were overcome by exhaustion and could not 
reach the bodies in the bad weather. 

“The weather has been very bad on both 
the Chinese and Nepalese sides of Everest 
in this pre-monsoon season," he said. “At 
least five members of an international expe- 
dition are feared killed on the south-east 
ridge." 

According to reports from Kathmandu, 
one of those five climbers had been found 
alive. 

Before the weather turned bad, 24 
climbers from four expeditions reached the 
top of Everest Eleven teams have been 
given permits by the Nepalese authorities to 
climb the peak during spring, reports in 
Kathmandu said. 


Italy’s Bossi, seeking secession 

i J 


MANTUA, Italy (R) — 
Italy's Northern League 
party, which has already 
set up its own self-styled 
parliament, Sunday 
elected a “shadow gov- 
ernment" of the north in 
its latest push for seces- 
sion from the poor 

south. 

Members voted unani- 
mously by a show of 
hands for Giancarlo 
Pagliarini. a former min- 
ister in the 1 994 Govern- 
ment of Silvio Berlus- 
coni, to become its 
prime minister. Mr. Pag- 
liarini, nominated by 
League leader Umberto 
Bossi. was the only can- 
didate. 

Mr. Bossi last year 
founded a “parliament 
of the north” in the me- 
diaeval town of Mantua 
to push for a federal 
constitution and elec- 
toral reform. 

He wants a separate 
state in the north called 
“Padania" and has called 
for Italy to be divided 
like Czechoslovakia. 

The League’s new go- 
vernment nas 10 mem- 
bers. The party, meeting 


i shadow g 

in a villa in Bagnolo San 
Vito that was "once the 
seat of a Nazi comman- 
do. also set up a 10- 
member Provisional 
Committee for the Libe- 
ration of Padania. 

A fully-fledged com- 
mittee will be elected on 

June 2 in Pontida. The 

Provisional Liberation 
Committee decided to 
spend the next two 
weeks drawing up a 
statute. 

‘This government is a 
great hope for Padania 
and if, as 1 believe, it is 
true that this country is 
heading for collapse 
with no way out. this 
government will repre- 
sent the hope that in the 
end, there will be a way 
out,” Mr. Bossi said be- 
fore the vote. 

The firebrand leader, 
capitalising on northern 
discontent with high 
taxes, inefficient bu- 
reaucracy and main- 
stream political confu- 
sion. drew unexpectedly 
strong support in last 
month’s general elec- 
tion. but most political 
commentators do not 


believe many of his vot- 
ers really want seces- 
sion. 

Mr. Paglianni vowed 
that his government 
would act “firmly and 
decisively”. 

“We want to achieve a 
Europe of the regions," 
he said. “Everyone’s got 
it in for the League 

because obviously, to 

make this country more 

rational, we have to 

change the map of Do- 
wer. 

“Now they’re all united 
against the League — it’s 
better that way, things are 
dearer,” he said. 

Luciano Violante, elected 
speaker of Rome’s Cham- 
ber of Deputies (lower 
house) Friday, used a sen- 
sanonai mauguaral speech 
to slam Mr. Bossi’s seces- 
sionist drive, savin** the 

use offeree would belecit- 

imale to prevent the break- 
up of Italy. 

Pope John Paul, who 
Kept the church out of the 
election campaign i a « 
week joined .he detae 
about secession, savin** 
unity was one of Italy's 
most precious assets 


McEnroe restrings 
life with own art 
gallery 

€ 

LONDON (R) — J ° h “ 
McEnroe, the “bad boy of 
tennis who became world ( 
number one, is now retriy 
to conquer the ait world 
with his own gallery m 
New York. “One of the best 
thin°s about having a 
<*allCTy is learning. I am 
fjgjjt years behind those 

sharks out there. It’s an 
intense world the art 

world ” the 36-year-old 
McEnroe said. The player 
famed for yelling “you 
can’t be serious" at line 
judges also finds that art 
calms him. “It settles me 
down. I don’t need more of 
getting amped up. I was 
bora amped up. I nod to 
slow down.*” he told the 
Sunday Telegraph in an 
interview from the New 
York loft that he has con- 
verted into a gallery. 
McEnroe, who first in- 
dulged his passion for an 
on the international tennis 
circuit, said: “I was on the 
road 40 weeks a year and 
going to galleries opened 
my eyes. Finally I am into 
something that makes me 
feel good without having to 
be number one. Art is not 
all about competition said 
McEn-roe, now busy pre- 
senting an exhibition of 
20th century nudes. 

Bartolomeo 
painting sold for 
$21 million 

LONDON (AFP) — A cel- 
ebrated painting by Italian 
Renaissance artist Fra 
Bartolomeo has been sold 
by a British collector to the 
J. Paul Getty Museum in 
Malibu for £14 million 
(S21 million), art dealers 
Deborah Cage Ltd. an- 
nounced Friday. The paint- 
ing. The Holy Family With # 
The Infant St John, had an 
export licence withheld 
twice in a bid to keep it in 
Britain, but no British mu- 
seums offered to buy it. 
However the J. Paul Getty 
Museum will lend the 
painting to the National 
Gallery in London for six 
months. The painting, con- 
sidered one of the best by 
Fra Bartolomeo (1472- 
1517), dates from around 
1509 and was bought in 
Florence in 17S1 by the 
Third Lord Cowper who 
brought it to England 
where it was kept in the 
same family until this year. 

Jagger, Gabriel 
attend Riviera 
party 

* 

CANNES, France (AFP) 

— Music stars Mick Jagger 
and Peter Gabriel were 
among guests at an exclu- 
sive party just along the 
Riviera from Cannes Satur- 
day night, sources at the 
film festival said. Some 
200 people were flown in 
by special jet from Los 
Angeles for the party at the 
Cap Fenat Villa home of 
microsoft deputy head Paul 
Allen, the sources said. 
Cannes jury ch airman 
Francis Ford Coppola also 
made an appearance at the 
do, as did the Golden 
Palm-winning Coen broth- 
ers whose latest film Fargo 
is in competition at Cannes 
this year. 

'Low-fat food may jp 
stunt children’s 
growth’ 

LONDON (R) — Low-fat 
foods n^y stunt the growth 
or children and could mean 
they end up suffering from 
anaemia, learning difficul- 
ties, diabetes and heart dis- 
ease, British researchers 

f. ave ’- vanie d. “We found 
jhat SO per cent of mothers 

had the wrong intentions 
about what to feed infants 
aged under one,” said Dr. 
Jackie Stordy. who headed 
a survey involving 1,000 
mothers across England. 

Jt parents start excluding 
particular food groups and 
P. ut c £ildren on low-fat, 
i&n fibre diets, they also 
aon t get enough micronu- 
nents such as zinc and 
jf° n < she told the Sunday 
telegraph. Dr. Stoidy said* 
many children were being 
red on vegetables, fruit 
puree and low-fat yoghurts 
which were low in the sug- 

ars - fats and minerals 
required for energy and 
growth. 
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Rescue workers on airboats (bottom) look for signs of survivors where the Valuiet DC-9 crashed Saturday in the 
Ev e^des northwest of Miami, Florida. A Valujet DC-9 bound for Atlanta from Miami International Airport 
crashed with 109 passengers on board. Officials say there are no signs of survivors. Debris can be seen all around 
the pond-sized area where the plane crashed (Reuter photo) 

Turkmens hail rail link as ‘junction for planet’ 


ASHGABAT (R) — With solemn 
poetry and lavish tributes to its leader, 
Turkmenistan is bailing a new railway 
link opening Monday between Iran 
and Central Asia as “the most impor- 
tant transport junction on the planet". 

Author A tarn ur ad Atabayev, writing 
in a 100-verse poem published in the 
official daily Neutral Turkmenistan, 
compared the link to the ancient Silk 
Road trading route through Asia. 

“A path lies before us. We will raise 
ourselves to new heights of Turkmen 
dignity, pride and honour,” Mr. Ataba- 
yev wrote. 

And rail workers wrote in open let- 
ters of their happiness at “this sacred 
hour”, lavishing praise on President 
Saparmurat Niyazov — the self-styled 
Tuikmenbashi, or Turkmen chief. 

Iranian President Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani and Ml Niyazov will host 
12 ^eads of stare and 700. dignitaries 
imd journalists at the official, opening 
of. .-the.-tMashhad-Sarakhs-^^ 
Railway. 

The railway opens up new trade 
routes between regions which under 
Soviet communism were hermetically 
sealed, joining Iran’s Gulf ports to the 
former Soviet hinterland and knocking 
up to 10 days off transit times from 
Europe to South East Asia. 

“Iran remains the crossroads where 
east meets west," the English-lan- 
guage Iran news wrote Sunday. The 
route would make Iran the hub bet- 


ween Asia, Europe and the Middle 
East, it added. 

Tran and Turkmenistan agreed in 
1991 to tie their railway networks. Iran 
self-financed the $171 million, 165 
kilometre Mashhad- Sarakhs stretch, 
which it completed in 42 months. 

Turkmenistan’s Sarakhs-Tedzhen 
link, running for 130 kilometres was 
finished in late 1995 at a cost of $45 
million. 

Transport capacity initially will be 
500,000 passengers a year and two 
million tonnes of goods, rising eventu- 
ally to one million passengers and 
eight million tonnes. 

Iran, subject to a U.S. economic 
embargo, is hailing the railway as the 
first concrete achievement in a strate- 
gy to build its role as a regional eco- 
nomic power. 

It is using the Economic Coope- 
ration Organisation (ECO), founded 
with Pakistan and Turkey, .as a springs . 
board to pursue its economic agenda* 
ECO was expanded ' m 1992 .to 
include the five former Soviet Central ' 
Asian states — Uzbekistan, 
Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan 
and Kyrgyzstan — plus Azerbaijan 
and Afghanistan. 

The group spans seven million 
square kilometres and is home to over 
300 million people. 

“The activation of ECO is to the ben- 
efit of all countries of the region,” 
Iranian Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 


Velayati told Western journalists Sa- 
turday. 

Heads of state will hold ECO’s 
fourth summit Tuesday and Wednes- 
day in the Turkmen capital Ashgabat 
and are expected to agree to a redraft- 
ing of the ECO founding treaty 
already hammered out by foreign min- 
isters. 

In addition to improving transport 
links, ECO has created a joint shipping 
company. It is setting up a trade and 
development bank and a reinsurance 
company. A joint airline, ECO air, 
should fly for the first time in a few 
days. 

But the new-look eco institutions are 
still very weak, and trade is blocked by 
tariff barriers, bureaucratic obstacles, 
friction between neighbour states. 

Despite rosy Iranian declarations, 
the Central Asian market may not 
show promise for several years to 
_ come; — month 1 y wages average $10 
in Turkmenistan and Iranian ^shop 
Towers here s&id ^roany local con- 
sumers could not afford the most basic 
goods. 

ECO foreign ministers said Saturday 
the group was not yet fit to compete 
with Asian, American and European 
blocs. Iran called for tariffs to be 
scrapped outright. 

“We have entered the race late, and 
we need to make up for lost time,” 
Pakistan Foreign Minister Sardar Asef 
Ali said. 


Russians guard Chechen capital, clash with rebels 


GROZNY, Russia (R) — Russian 
forces mounted tight security in the 
Chechen capital Grozny Sunday ahead 
of a promised visit by President Boris 
Yeltsin but elsewhere in the rebel 
region fighting flared between troops 
and separatists. 

The Omon elite police, entrenched at 
checkpoints on the main crossroads or 
driving through the streets of the dev- 
astated town, stepped up patrols in 
Grozny after Mr. Yeltsin announced 
Saturday he would arrive soon to press 
a peace deal. 

But in contrast to the comparative 
calm in Grozny, where rebel attacks 
on Russian posts have become routine, 
Russian news agencies reported inc- 
reasing military activity by both troops 
and rebels in other parts of the north 
Caucasus region. 

Mr. Yeltsin, who sees progress in 
ending a conflict that has killed more 
than 30,000 people in 17 months as 
vital to his re-election in June, con- 
firmed Saturday he would visit Che- 
chenya soon to start peace talks. 

“I will go to Cbechenya myself — of 
course I will not name the date — to 
sit everybody around the negotiating 
table,” Mr. Yeltsin said on a campaign 
nip to the Caspian port of Astrakhan. 

ITAR-TASS news agency said the 
pro-Moscow Chechen administration 
decided Sunday to hold elections to 
the local legislature on June 16 to 
coincide with the presidential poll. 


There has been no rebel reaction to 
this decision so far. But the move is 
likely to be ignored by the separatists 
who demand full independence for 
their tiny region and who boycotted 
the vote for a head of the Chechen 
administration in December. 

Mr. Yeltsin proposed a peace plan 
for Chechnya on March 3 1 . The plan 
included a halt to military operations 
and an offer of indirect talks with rebel 
leader Dzhokhar Dudayev. 

But Dudayev died last month in 
what is believed to have been a Rus-> 
si an rocket attack and was replaced by 
hardline separatist Zelimkhan Yandar- 
biyev. Despite Mr. Yeltsin’s ban, at- 
tacks on the rebels have continued 
under the guise of “special opera- 
tions”. 

Interfax News Agency said Russian 
helicopters rocketed late Saturday the 
town of Urus-Martan some 20 kilome- 
tres southwest of Grozny for a third 
time in less than a week injuring at 
least one person. 

ITAR-TASS quoted top Russian mil- 
itary commander in Chechnya, Gene- 
ral Vyacheslav Tikhomirov, as saying 
helicopters came under fire near the 
town, blockaded by troops for a four 
days, as they tried to check a report 
that a rebel group was on the move. 

Russian commanders denied respon- 
sibility tor two similar attacks last 
week in which at least six civilians 
were killed. 


Interfax also said Russian aircraft 
had launched attacks on the rebel base 
of Bam ut* situated at the former Soviet 
missile base and a nearby village, 
where separatist rebels have been 
holding out ever since the conflict 
started in December 1994. 

It also said that guerrillas attacked a 
Russian military column in the Bamut 
area Sunday morning, wounding sev- 
eral servicemen. 

Interax quoted a military spokesman 
as saying that the rebels had stepped 
up guerrilla warfare against Russian 
forces, mining roads and ambushing 
troops. 

Rebel leaders say they could not 
guarantee Mr. Yeltsin's personal safety 
- if he came to Cbechenya. 

Meanwhile a regional government 
leader in Cbechenya was seriously 
injured and his driver killed Sunday 
when hi s car hit a mine near 
Chervlennaya. northeast of grozny, the 
Interfax News Agency. reported. 

It was nor clear if Anatoly Storo- 
zhenko, head of the Moscow-backed 
Shelkovskaya Regional Government, 
was the intended target of the attack, 
Interfax said, citing Chechenya’s pro- 
Russian Interior Ministry. 

The ethnic-Russian region of Sbel- 
kovskaya is under Russian control but 
is close to areas held by separatist 
guerrillas. 
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U.S., S. Korea and Japan push for Pyongyang change 
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SEOUL (R) — Top foreign policy officials of the United 
States, South Korea and Japan meet Monday to discuss 
steps aimed at bringing North Korea out of isolation, Seoul 
officials said. 

The two-day meeting in South Korea’s Cheju Island will 
take place amid signs of North Korean willingness to deal 
with issues of U.S. concent, including missile sales and the 
8,000 Americans still listed as missing in the 1950-53 
Korean War. 

“Discussion will focus on four-nation (oiks which we 
believe have the best chance to ease tension on the Korean 
peninsula and address the needs of the North," a Foreign 
Ministry spokesman said. 

The four-party talks, involving the two Kerens, the 
United Stales and China, were jointly proposed by South 
Korean President Kim Young-Sum and U.S. President Bill 
Clinton lust month. 

Seoul officials said the talks to replace an armistice agree- 
ment that ended the Korean War with a full peace treaty 


would lead to Pyongyang’s economic cooperation with the 
West and help its bid to open diplomatic ties with 
Washington and Tokyo. 

The policy consultation talks in Cheju will be led by U.S. 
Assistant Secretary of State Winston Lord, South Korea’s 
Deputy Foreign Minister Chung Tae-lk and Japanese 
Deputy Foreign Minister Shunji Yanai. 

U.S. Ambassador to South Korea James Laney said 
Saturday that economic assistance and other incentives 
were needed for North Korea, whose economic difficulties 
threatened security in North East Asia. 

He told an international seminar that North Korea’s diffi- 
culties posed a risk of factional conflict or attempts by 
Pyongyang’s leaders to divert attention from their own 
problems by fanning border conflicts. 

“Everyone’s interests are served by economic assistance 
to the North, reduction of tensions, and comprehensive 
North- South engagement .” Mr. Laney said. 


Alligators, mud slow search 
for crashed U.S. jet wreckage 


MIAMI (R) — Emergency crews 
planned to build a road through the 
muddy, alligator-infested waters of tbe 
Florida Everglades Sunday to reach 
the wreckage of a DC-9 airliner that 
crashed with 109 people aboard. 

■ Authorities said they did not expect 
to find any survivors from Valujet 
Flight 592, which ploughed into die 
swampy Everglades about 30 minutes 
after takeoff from Miami International 
Airport Saturday afternoon. 

Federal air safely experts and emer- 
gency workers said they would wade 
back into tbe Everglades at dawn. The 
shallow, slow-moving waters and 
thick mud rapidly swallowed what 

wreckage remained of the jet, rescue 
workers said. 

<£ We spotted a lot of alligators and 
snakes in there,” said Luis Fernandez, 
a spokesman for Metro-Dade Disaster 
Crews, “a lot of debris is settling into 
the muck.” 

Divers planned to search the murky 
waters of several hundred square 
metres again Sunday, after struggling 
to see more than a few centimetres in 
front them in the fuel-soaked water. 
They hoped to find the jet's flight data 
and voice recorders to provide clues to 
the crash. 

At daylight, workers planned to use 
bulldozers to begin building a road to 
the remote area where the plane 
crashed, about 16 kilometres inside 
the Everglades. Rescue attempts were 
hampered Saturday because the 
swampy area could be reached only 


with helicopters and airboats, so called 
because they are powered by large 
fans rather than propellers. 

Some fire and police workers trem- 
bled with emotion as they described 
finding small bits and pieces of the 
airplane bound for Atlanta with 104 
passengers and five crew members. 

“I saw a family album floating on 
the water. It was a mother with young 
children,” one rescue worker told 
reporters. Another said he found baby 
clothing in tbe mud. 

The largest piece of wreckage recov- 
ered from the site was the size of a 
baseball cap. Ml Fernandez said. 

At nightfall, no bodies had been 
found. 

Tbe Everglades cover more than 
5,180 square kilometres) of south 
Florida, providing a wetlands home to 
alligators, rare wading birds, the 
endangered Florida panther and mana- 
tees. 

“This is not going to be the friend- 
liest environment to do an accident 
investigation.” said Robert Francis, 
vice chairman of die National Trans- 
portation Safety Board. “If it’s in mud 
and under water, it's going to be more 
difficult” 

Air safety officials refused to specu- 
late on what caused tbe crash. But Mr. 
Francis sought to play down the 27- 
year-old aircraft’s safety record, say- 
ing, “We don’t have any more con- 
cerns about the Dc-9 than any other 
aircraft.” 

Shortly after takeoff, the pilot ra- 


dioed the air traffic control tower to 
report smoke in the cockpit, according 
to the Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA). The DC-9 turned around and 
crashed 24 kilometres northwest of 
Miami. 

Federal investigators said they also 
planned to interview two private pilots 
who witnessed the crash from the air. 

“I didn’t see it pull up and boom, I 
could see there was a problem,” pri- 
vate pilot Daniel Mueihaupt told 
CNN. “It was terrible.” 

It was the first fatal crash for Valujet, 
a discount airline which has grown 
rapidly since it was founded in 1993. 
The Atlanta-based company's low 
fares have forced other U.S. airlines to 
slash prices in major markets like 
Atlanta, New York, Miami and 
Washington. 

“Our thoughts and prayers and our 
sincere emotions go out .to the people 
who were on board the airplane, their 
families, their loved ones, tbeir 
friends,” Valujet President Lewis Jor- 
dan said at a news conference in 
Atlanta. 

Last month, Valujet said it would 
slow its rapid growth because of 
increased FAA scrutiny of five minor 
incidents in January and February this 
year. 

Investigators participating in the 
search will include representatives of 
Valujet, airplane maker McDonnell 
Douglas, arid tbe manufacturer of the 
engines on the craft, Pratt and 
Whitney. 


Chirac ally McGuinness: IRA open to persuasion 


confident in 
Polynesia 
elections 

PAPEETE, French Poly- 
nesia (R) — President 
Jacques Chirac's allies 
were confident of victory 
in French Polynesian 
elections Sunday, helped 
by a huge infusion of aid 
and greater autonomy af- 
ter nuclear tests in tbe 
-South Pacific. ■■ 

; •• Voters • from -Polynesia^ 
T30 tropical islands and 
coral atolls go to the polls, 
some by canoe, to elect a 
new 41-seat Territorial 
Assembly in elections 
starting at 8 ajn. (1800 
GMT). 

“I think we should win a 
majority, considering 
what my parly's done over 
the past five years,” Ml 
C hirac’s right-wing ally 
Gaston Flosse, whose par- 
ty now has 18 of the 41 
seats, told the daily Le 
Figaro Saturday. 

Mr. Chirac's programme 
of six nuclear tests at tbe 
Mururoa and Fangataufa 
atolls in French Polynesia 
caused outrage around toe 
world — and many bitter- 
ly criticised him for stag- 
ing diem on the other side 
of the globe rather than at 
home. 

But the 130,000 voters 
in French Polynesia, liv- 
ing around the test sites, 
seem willing to forget 
about them in their first 
vote in a post-nuclear age. 

Paris this year awarded 
a 10-year aid package to 
make up for a shortfall in 
military investments 
worth an annual 990 mil- 
lion francs ($194 million) 
to let die islands switch to 
a non-aiomic era of 
tourism, fishing and farm- 
ing. 

And Mr. Flosse, aged 64 
and who refers to Mr. 
Chirac as “my brother”, 
has also won greater 
autonomy for the islands, 
helping counter tbe argu- 
ments of Oscar Temaru, 
head of the main pro-inde- 
pendence party. 

Mr. Flosse’s Tahoeraa 
Huiraatira Party now has 
18 seats and could win 
outright control in Sun- 
day's voting on the is- 
lands, part of what late 
General Charles De 
Gaulle nostalgically 
called “the last specks of 
dust of our empire”. 

Mr. Flosse told Le Fi- 
garo that his aim was “to 
keep Polynesia in the 
heart of the French repub- 
lic. with an ever greater 
autonomy.” 

Mr. Temaru’s party. Ta- 
vini Huiraatira, won four 
seats in 1991, since rein- 
forced by defections that 
mean pro-independence 
parties have six seats. 


LONDON (R) — A leading Northern 
Ireland Republican Sunday said the IRA 
was “open to persuasion” on renewing its 
shattered truce but he blamed the British 
government for a current impasse in the 
province. 

“We have all of us been through 25 years 
of hell. There are tears like rivers all over 
the place,” said Martin McGuinness. chief 
negotiator for the Sinn Fein political arm of 
the Irish Republican Army (IRA) battling to 
oust Britain from Northern Ireland 

Dublin and London insist Sinn Fein will 
be banned from all-party talks on June 10 
unless the IRA ends the guerrilla war h 
restarted in February with bombs in London 
that killed three people and caused wide- 
spread damage. 

1 Hie IRA says Britain has throttled, the 
peace process by refusing to live.’ up io : a 
guarantee of a place in talks during its first 
ceasefire. 


Mr. McGuinness said in a television inter- 
view: “I want a ceasefire as desperately as 
anybody. 

“But 1 think that can be best achieved if 
we can get a very clear unambiguous state- 
ment from the British Prime Minister (John 
Major) that what is to begin on June 1 0 are 
real meaningful peace negotiations.” 

He told interviewer Jonathan Dimbleby: “1 
actually believe the IRA are open to persua- 
sion.” 

Mr. McGuinness, pledging that Sinn Fein 
would turn up for the June talks even if it 
was banned, said: “The most effective 
means of moving us forward is for all of us 
to go to tbe negotiating table.” 

Dublin wants a weapons handover;' the 
biggest stumbling block in ’ any Northern 
Ireland peace plan, to be discussed at sepa- 
rate talks from the political negotiations in 
Belfast. 
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Cairo and beyond 
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ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


•\ WRITER for Al Ra’i Sunday criticised the Ministry 
of Supply fur borrowing $100 million from the Islamic 
Bank to finance the importation of wheat and animal 
Iced to he sold at subsidised prices to the fanners. Fahd 
h'.mefc said that the ministry, which earlier borrowed 
anuihcr Sf.0 million, is bound to increase the burden on 
the state 's treasury and to confuse the Ministry of 
Fin.mcc\ programmes because the borrowing is in 
excess of the budget assigned for the Ministry of Sup- 
ply n*. the l‘l°6 fiscal year. Borrowing, he said, should 
««riy he done to finance capital and income-generating 
nn-tecr - and not t«-» increase consumption of subsidised 
iVnmtodities. Tile writer said that the wheat is to make 
hrc.kl which is sold at one third its real price and which 
is being consumed by the rich, the poor, the tourists, the 
non-Jordanian workers alike, which means that the 
subsidy does not reach the poor alone. He said that the 
iiew loans will constitute a burden on the Kingdom's 
:re;isur> for years to come and it will have to be paid 
hacK in hard currency which the Kingdom needs most- 
ly in finance essential development projects. 


A WRITER for Al Dustour Sunday tackled the ques- 
tion of water scarcity in Jordan, noting that while cer- 
tain areas of the capital receive non-stop supple others 
have to buy their water for domestic use from water 
trucks. Many of those who bought their water from 
irachN discoiercd that it had a brownish colour and 
j K«ikcd contaminated, or at least dirty, and unlit for 
! human consumption, said Mohammad K aw ash. While 
i some areas in Amman continue to waste water on gar- 
i V s ns and washing cars, other Amman residents are 
r._i:|y thirsty and have been without water supply for 
weeks. The writer demanded an immediate solution to 
ensure the fair distribution of water, in accordance with 
the programme announced by the Ministry of Water 
and Irrigation, noting that in the hot summer season 
people require more amounts of water ihan in other sea- 
sons. He said that until fresh sources of water are found 
fair distribution and rational consumption of precious 
water are badly required. 


r 
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WITH THE Egyptian-Israeli and Jordanian- 
Israeli peace treaties already in place, the tripar- 
tite summit in Cairo yesterday had to naturally 
focus on the Palestinian track as it enters its final 
stage and on the Syrian and Lebanese fronts with 
Israel as the target to pursue next. There is 
obviously a great deal at stake for the Palesti- 
nians as well as for the Arab World at this critical 
juncture in Arab-israeli negotiations. 

Both Cairo and Amman know only too well 
that failure in the third and final stretch of 
Palestinian-lsraeli peace talks would have ripple 
effects on their own separate peace deals with the 
Jewish state. The mere fact that the Cairo 
summit was held and that another meeting is 
scheduled for Amm an early next month means 
that preparations for what lies ahead are as 
important as what has been attained to date. 

Of all the thorny issues that have yet to be 
negotiated the most difficult is no doubt Jeru- 
salem. No wonder then that the final communi- 
que issued by the summiteers voiced the concern 
of the entire Arab World, not to mention the 
Christian and Muslim worlds, over the future of 
East Jerusalem as a city whose importance 
transcends the vital interests of both Israel and 
Palestine. This avowed interest of both the Arab 
and Muslim worlds in the Holy City is aimed to 
serve notice on Israel that it would have to reckon 
with many in this world as it proceeds with the 
determination of the future status of Jerusalem. 
In other words, the Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA) would not stand alone in negotiating 
the final 1 status of Jerusalem, and Israel cannot 
count on isolating the Palestinians when negotiat- 
ing the issue. 

But the most important result of the summit 
appears to be that it succeeded in clearing the 
atmosphere in political relations among the three 
key Arab parties. For instance, there has been 
some misinterpretation of where Jordan stood on 
the Palestinian track and where the Palestinian 
leadership stood on the issue of cooperation and 
coordination with Jordan. His Mqjesty the King, 
in his series of meetings with President Mubarak 
recently, has consistently attempted to remove 
any and all lingering doubts about Jordan's 
policies in the region, but particularly over 
Palestine and Iraq. Whether other parties truly 
appreciated those efforts is not the most crucial 
point for now. What is important is that in the 
end, there was no better way for the Jordanians, 
the Egyptians and the Palestinians to forge a new 
strategic relationship than to meet jointly, with 
open hearts and minds, and hammer issues out. 
As wc now know, the summit has succeeded in 
doing just that. And it had to because not only is 
the challenge in negotiations with Israel great but 
also because the enemies of peace could win the 
day otherwise. 


Human rights file 


By Waleed M. Sadi 


We can no longer discuss one aspect 


of human rights only 


I was elected recently as a member of the U-N. Commit- 
tee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESRC) 
which monitors the application of the International 
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (JCE- 
SCR). This came about after I had served two terms on the 

Human Rights Committee (HRC) which monitors the 

faithful enforcement of the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights (1CCPR). Normally one would 
think nothing of this shift in focus if we can all agree that 
all human rights are complementary ro one another. Yet 
this is exactly the point: if all human rights dimensions are 
inteuelated. why then examine one set of human rights in 
isolation from the others. 

During my tenure on the HRC. 1 and others have often 
found ourselves asking the question: How can civil and 
political rights be addressed outside the scope of econom- 
ic. social and cultural rights? There is one classic example 
of the futility of deliberating on civil and political rights 
without immersing oneself into their wider context, i.e., 
other dimensions of human rights, especially the econom- 
ic. social and cultural ones : Whenever the HRC members 
tackled fair trial and the obligation of state members of 
ICCPR to guarantee it to all people subject to their juris- 
diction, many representatives of state parties whose 
reports were under scrutiny would respond by saying that 
without economic development they can ill afford the kind 
of court system that is capable of promoting and securing 
fair trials. 

This frequently heard rebuttal, we must admit, is correct 
and sound. Poor nations cannot have a sophisticated judi- 


cial system that can provide fair trial to tbeir people, pure 
and simple. The same goes for the realisation of all aspects 
of the democrat! sari on process, be it related to elections or 
freedom of thought 

There can be no doubt then about the organic link 
between economic development and the exercise of civil 
and political rights. On more than one occasion, human 
rights experts serving on the HRC found themselves deal- 
ing with economic, social and cultural rights anyway. 
Minority rights, for example, can never be addressed in 
isolation from cultural rights because they constitute the 
essence of their rights as a minority. The equal treatment 
of all individuals, irrespective of their economic or social 
status, is essentially an exercise in civil and political 
rights. There can be no escape from the conclusion then 
that all human rights are intertwined and can never be 
dealt with adequately except in their comprehensive con- 
text. 

If this is the case, then why. do we have a human rights 
expert group for civil and political rights and another for 
economic, social and cultural rights. The theory behind 
this division of labour goes back to the attempt to codify 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights into two basic, 
legally binding, covenants back in the seventies.- 

It was thought then that civil and political rights must be 
pursued separately because they are rights that can be put 
into effect immediately, irrespective of the rate of eco- 
nomic developments. International consensus then was 
that notwithstanding the level of economic development, 
all states must respect and implement all civil and politi- 
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The Arab vote — a card to play wisely 


m 

I hi" 

.... h-'i'li: '.ie 
■ .-llllll-" 


By Farida Salfiti 


FOR THE first time in the 
history of the Israeli elec- 
tions. the Arab vote has the 
power to play a major role 
in determining the outcome 
of the premiership. 

There are 450,000 Arab 


voters, representing some 
10 per cent of the Israeli 
electorate. The Arab parties 
running for the Israeli 
Knesset have an important 
card in their hands; they 
should use it wisely and 
provide a united list of 
demands. 

Mr. Peres needs the Arab 
vote to ensure for himself 
the premiership — they 
should not give it re him 
easily. They could either 
give him their conditional 
support, or withdraw it by 
encouraging their electorate 
to cast a blank ballot for the 
premiership, thus punishing 
him for his recent operation 
Grapes of Wrath offensive 
against Lebanon, and for 
his oppressive treatment of 
Palestinians across the 
Green Line. This for Mr. 
Peres could mean the dif- 
ference between winning or 
losing the premiership and 
could have serious ramifi- 
cations for the fate of the 
peace process. But whether 
they choose to vote for Mr. 
Peres or not. the Arab vot- 
ers should give their sup- 
port to the Arab and not the 
Zionist parties. Only they 
have the sincerity and the 
interest to push for the 
rights of the Arab Israelis 
from within the political 
structure of the state. 

Never before has an 
Israeli premier needed the 
Arab vote to this extent dur- 
ing an elections period. 
Moreover, the Arabs, who 
are -ntering the elections as 
two major political blocs, 
with two smaller insignifi- 
cant ones, have the power 
to irrevocably change the 
political map of the Arabs 


in Israel, and to influence 
the decision-making 

process of the Zionist enti- 
ty- 

Arab turnout during the 
last elections was estimated 
at 65 per cent, with 50 per 
cent of the vote cast in 
favour of the Zionist par- 
ties. It is expected that Arab 
turnout will be higher this 
year, optimistically placing 
it at 80 per cent, and the 
majority of the votes in 
favour of one of the two 
Arab blocs. If the Arabs 
vote for the Arab parties, 
rather than the Zionist par- 
lies, they are likely to effect 
Israeli politics in an 
unprecedented way, as they 
have the potential of secur- 
ing for themselves some- 
where between six and 9 
seats in the Knesset 

During the last Israeli 
elections, of 1992, two 
groups were critical for 
ensuring the Labour Pany’s 
victory. The first was the 
Russian vote from recent 
Russian immigrants and the 
second was the Arab vote. 
This time around, the 
Labour Party has lost the 
Russian vote to a recently 
established right-wing 
Russian party. This leaves 
Mr. Peres with the floating 
vote and the Arab vote. The 
race between opposition 
leader Benyamin 

Netanyahu and Mr. Peres is 
very slim. Recent polls 
indicate that the Jewish 
vote is slightly in favour of 
Mr. Netanyahu. 

If Mr. Peres wins, it is 
predicted that it will be with 
a minority of Jewish votes. 
More than ever, Mr. Peres 
needs the Arabs. But sub- 
consciously, the Arabs in 
Israel are already wonder- 
ing whether it is worthwhile 
for them to make peace 
with a state whose people 
need the Arab votes to push 
them toward peace. In other 
words, a government that is 
a product of the Arab vote 


is not ready for real peace, 
nor are the people of its 
country. 

Unlike previous elections, 
and for the first time, the 
Israeli electorate will vote 
directly for the premier. 
The premier frill no longer 
be the head of the list that 
gains the largest number of 
votes. This means the Arab 
voter can vote for the Arab 
parties, instead of the Zion- 
ist parties, while at the 
same time vote for Mr. 
Peres, whom some believe 
would serve their interest, 
and the Interest of the peace 
process, far better than Mr. 
Netanyahu. This change 
means that they are free to 
vote for the Arab parties, 
without risking a Netany- 
hau victoty. 


Democratic Party. Heading 
this list is Abdul Malek 
Dahamsheh, the new 
Islamist pragmatist who is 
likely to be the first Islamist 
to enter the Knesset. The 
first block provides a more 
modem nationalist trend, 
while the second, through 
the Islamists, represents the 
traditional conservative 
trend. 

The Islamist movement 
within Israel has decided to 
enter the Israeli elections 
for the first time, and thus 
break away from restricting 
itself mainly to local poli- 
tics, i.e., working within the 
municipalities and associa- 
tions. They are providing a 
moderate programme 
which has a wide popular 
appeal, ironically, the 
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... they ( the Arabs) should vote 
for the Arab parties, which will 
exert pressure on the Zionists, to 
secure their interests . Only in this 
way will the Arabs in Israel be 
able to lobby seriously for equali- 
ty in the Israeli state, and for the 
rights of their brothers across the 
Green Line . ” 


The Arabs are set to par- 
ticipate in the upcoming 
elections represented by 
two major coalition blocs. 
These two blocs, in addi- 
tion to the Zionist parties, 
will be competing for the 
Arab vote to the Israeli 
Knesset. The first is the 
leftist-nationalist coalition 
between the Democratic 
Front for Peace and Equali- 
ty and the National Democ- 
ratic Assembly. The second 
is the United Arab List, a 
coalition between the right- 
ist Islamists and Abdul 
Wahab Darawsheh’s Arab 


efforts of the pragmatic 
Islamists to unite the Arabs 
under the umbrella of the 
United Arab List, has 
threatened to split the 
Islamist movement 

between those in favour of 
participation in the elec- 
tions and those staunchly 
against it. 

The changes taking place 
on the Israeli political 
scene, with the assassina- 
tion of Prime Minister 
Rabin and the recent Sharm 
AJ Sheikh conference tar- 
geting Islamic fundamen- 
talism. has prompted the 


more pragmatist wing with- 
in the movement to opt to 
fight discrimination against 
them from within the Israeli 
political arena. Influencing 
a great deal this decision 
have been recent Israeli 
measures targeting the 
Islamists within Israel. 
Closing down some of their 
centres and making it more 
difficult for the Islamists to 
conduct their activities has 
elicited accusations against 
Israel of terrorising the 
Islamists. There are .those 
who have decided that such 
political action against 
them requires a political 
response — hence entering 
the electoral game at a 
national level. 

On the nationalist-leftist 
level, the Israeli Arabs are 
witnessing the emergence 
of a new party, the National 
Democratic Assembly, 
which aims at achieving 
cultural autonomy for the 
Arabs of Israel and trans- 
forming Israel into a state 
for all its people — Jews 
and Palestinians alike — 
and not a state exclusively 
for the Jews, wherever they 
might be. 

They are a force fighting 
against the Israelisation of 
the Arabs, and believe that 
the Palestinians in Israel 
need not be marginalised 
nor be situated at the far 
edge of their Palestinian 
and Arab Nation. 

The Arab parties are cur- 
rently involved in negotia- 
tions with Mr. Peres, pre- 
senting him with demands 
in return for the Arab vote. 
But unfortunately, they 
have not come together to 
posit these demands as a 
united front, decreasing 
their strength. These 
demands include concrete 
steps to alleviate the situa- 
tion of the Palestinians, 
such as lifting ihe closure, 
complying with the Oslo 
accords by withdrawing 
from Hebron, the release of 


Arab Israeli prisoners held 
since 1948 and the release 
of Sheikh Ahmad Yassin, 
the spiritual leader of 
Hamas. 

Since the Arab voter now 
has the choice between 
these two serious Arab par- 
ties. they should not vote # 
for the Zionist parties, par- 
ticularly since it will not 
affect the premiership. And 
they should not give their 
vote to Mr. Peres without 
asking for the concrete ful- 
filment of their demands. 
Empty promises are no sub- 
stitute. 

In the past, the Arabs 
rended to vote for one of the 
Zionist parties, the Labour 
Party in particular, in the 
hope that this left- leaning 
will take their interests at 
heart, and the interests of 
the Palestinians across the 
Green Line. This was a 
strategic error. The Arabs 
cannot rely on the Labour 
Party to fight for demands 
like the attainment of full 
equality and full citizenry 
and the dissolution of dis- 
criminatory practices which 0 
are intricately intertwined 
in the very fabric of the 
Israeli state. 

They cannot hope to 
effect policy by working 
within the structures of the 
Zionist parties. Instead, 
they should vote for the 
Arab parties, which will 
exert pressure on the Zion- 
ists, to secure their inter- 
ests. Only in this way will 
the Arabs in Israel be able 
to lobby seriously for 
equality in the Israeli state, 
and for the rights of their 

brothers across the Green 
Line. 
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The writer is rnonaging edi- 
tor of the Paris-based 
newsletter Issues. Perspec- 
tive on Middle East andp 
World Affairs. She con- 
tributed this article to the 
Jordan Times . 



Accord on fallen GIs helps U.S.-North Korea 


By Shim Sung- Won 
Reuter 


SEOUL — A U.S.-North 
Korean agreement to 
recover the remains of 
American soldiers killed 
in the 1950-53 Korean 
war could provide a 
breakthrough in relations 
betw een the two foes, ana- 
lysts in Seoul has said. 

After five days of talks 
in New York. U.S. and 
North Korean officials 
have agreed that Washing- 
ton would pay S2 million 
to Pyongyang lor its past 
help in recovering the 
remains of the U.S. ser- 
vicemen killed in action. 

They also agreed to hold 
another meeting on the 
issue early next month. 


“Both sides expect this 
technical meeting will 
result in joint recovery 
operations this year.” the 
Pentagon said in the 
agreement statement. 

“I believe the agreement 
is a breakthrough in boost- 
ing ties between the Unit- 
ed States and North Korea 
and a step forward for the 
two countries' eventual 
normalisation.” said Ko 
Tae-Woo. chief researcher 
at the Institute of North 
Korea Studies. 

Ko said Pyongyang 
relied heavily on li.S. 
assistance in iis bid to 
resrore its sagging econo- 
my and maintain its Com- 
munist rule. 

The New York agree- 
ment was u success in the 


North's U.S. policy, he 
added. 

“The upbeat mood fol- 
lowing the agreement 
would help North Korea 
agree to four-nation 
talks” Mr. Ko told 
Reuters. 

He was referring to Iasi 
month's proposal by 
South Korean President 
Kim Young-Sam and U.S. 
President Bill Clinton that 
North Korea and China 
join their nations in talks 
aimed at securing a lasting 
peace between the two 
Koreas. 

The two Koreas are still 
technically at w:ir after the 
Korean conflict. 

Analysts said the New 
York agreement also 
underlined Mr. Clinton's 


bid to demonstrate his 
diplomatic achievements 
ahead of U.S. presidential 
election in November 
when he is due to seek 
another term. 

“President Clinton 
hopes that the stars and 
stripes will be hoisted in 
the North at an early 
date.” Mr. Ko said. 

Yu Suk-Ryul 
Korea- watcher 
Institute for 


a North 
at the 
Foreign 


Affairs and national secu- 
rity under the South Kore- 

•>» c ■ - 


an foreign ministry said 
Washington's financial aid 

At V " ■ aw 


p — ■■ ■ - ■ my 

to North Korea could help 
Ihe Stalinist state to open 


up gradually. 

“The United States 


wants a political soft- 
landing in North Korea 1 


he said. 

Some analysis said 
North Korea would seek 
more concessions from 
the United States before 

agreeing to four-nation 
talks. 

North Korea, listed by 
the United States as a ter- 
rorist state, has sought an 
easing 0 f Washington's 
sanctions against ii The 

Nonh also "seeks -id to 

lessen ns chronic food 
shortage, which has wors- 
ened since devastating 
floods last summer. 

Seoul, Washington and 
Tokvo are due io hold 

working-level lalks nexi 
week in South Korea's 
southern island of Cheiu 
to discuss Nonh Korea 
*A major issue at the 


Cheju talks will be re, 
firming ihe principle ti 

any improvement 
Washington and Tokyi 
bilateral relations w 
North Korea wil] be cloi 

jy connected to progrt 

m j e ]? l * on s between Sot 
and Nonh Korea.” Seou 
Deputy Foreign Minis 
Chung Tae-lk t< 
reporters. 

Japan s foreign minist 
in an annua] review of I 
country’ s foreign poli 
released Friday, urged t 
North to improve relatic 
with the South. 

North Korea must op 
itself wider, join t 
international commun 
and improve its relatic 
w 'th South Korea.” i 
revjew suid. 
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Zimbabwe’s Victoria Falls 
grapples with tourist flood 
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By Ben Hirschler 

Reuter 

VICTORIA FAULS, Zim- 
babwe — The wall of water 
over 1.6 km wide tumbling 
into the Zambezi River 
gorges is as awesome today 
as wben David Livingstone 
became the first European 
to see it in 1 8SS. 

But Victoria Falls, the 
world's biggest waterfall 
straddling the border 
between Zimbabwe and 
Zambia; is facing a grow- 
ing onslaught from tourists 
whose numbers could triple 
in 10 years. 

Conservationists fear the 

hundreds of thousands of 

visitors who flock to the 
lulls each year could end up 
destroying the very wilder- 
ness they come to see. 

The Zambezi upriver 
from the falls is already 
invaded by an armada of 
“sundowner” cruise boats 
each evening while small 
planes and helicopters vie 
for aerial views overhead. 

Downriver, 1 more and 
more intrepid travellers 
white-water raft through 
the gorges — and in 
between, the downright 
reckless queue for the 
wodd’s highest bungee 
jump from the Victoria 
Falls bridge. 

For the local economy, 
this is boom time. 

Incoming flights and 
hotels are full, more so than 
ever this year as excellent 
summer rains restore the 
falls to their former glory 
after years of drought. 

" For the moment, the falls 
— known locally as mosi- 
oa-tuoya or “the smoke that 
founders” — remain rela- 
tively unscathed by the 
invasion. 

The rain forest created by 
foe plume of spray rising 
300 metres into the air is 
still pristine, apart from the 
narrow concrete path along 
the edge of the waterfalL 
The • surrounding game 


paries offer vistas of 
unspoiled African bush. 

But that could change 
with hotel groups planning 
to cash in on the resort’s 
growing popularity by 
building another four 
hotels, including a large 
Sheraton that would pro- 
trude above the tree line. 

At present the town of 
Victoria Falls has eight 

hotels plus three under con- 
struction. There are five on 
(be Zambian side. 

In an effort to balance the 
needs of tourism and con- 
servation, the governments 
of Zimbabwe and Zambia 
commissioned a study from 
the International Union for 
the Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN) into future devel- 
opment of the area. 

But the report, presented 
at the end of March, has 
only fuelled controversy 
after Zimbabwe rejected a 
key recommendation for a 
moratorium on new pro- 
jects pending a detailed 
master plan for the area. 

Harare argued it was not 
possible to suspend all pro- 
jects since such a plan 
would take a long time to 
put together. 

However, Deputy Envi- 
ronment and Tourism Min- 
ister Chindori Chininga 
said the government had 
recommended that private 
companies who plan to 
build do so away from the 
world heritage site, a 12 
square km area that 
includes the rain forest. 

The Zambezi Society 
Conservation Group said it 
was disappointed by the 
rejection of the moratorium 
call. 

“We believe it is essential 
that the Victoria Falls area 
retains the wilderness qual- 
ity that people have come 
to Africa to experience,” it 
said. 

The IUCN report con- 
ducted that further develop- 
ment in foe area would 
inevitably have a signifi- 


cant environmental impact 

“If tourism increases two 
or three times in the next 10 
years, which is foe scenario 
we are talking about, it is 
going to be necessary to put 
limits on use of the area,” 
said IUCN programme offi- 
cer Jan Su£L 

“Most of the activities 
that tourists engage in — 
like riverboat rides, visits to 
rain forest flights over the 
falls — will have to be lim- 
ited.” 

Victoria Fails town will 
also feel the strain. Local 
infrastructure, including 

sewerage and housing for 
locals working in the tourist 
industry, is already starting 
to creak. 

“There will be a very seri- 
ous strain on foe infrastruc- 
ture of Victoria Falls town. 
It is already running close 
to capacity levels,” Mr. 
Sugl said. 

At present some 300,000 
visitors stay at Victoria 
Falls each year, foe bulk of 
them South Africans flock- 
ing to the country in 
increasing numbers follow- 
ing better relations between 
foe two states thanks to the 
collapse of apartheid. 

Across the river on foe 
Zambian side. Chief Muta- 
nt watches developments 
with concern. His Leya 
people have lived in foe 
frills area since foe 1600s 
but situated their village 10 
km from the waterfall, 
believing it to be a sacred 
place. 

He is saddened by devel- 
opment in the area but at 
foe same time appreciates 
the hard currency foe visi- 
tors bring when they come 
to his village to buy carv- 
ings. 

“Tourism is foe number 
one industry,” he said. “But 
tourists come for foe 
wilderness. We mustn’t kill 
the goose that lays foe gold- 
en egg.” 


Iraq wants big power veto 

(Continued from page 1) 


international circumstances 
are favourable for lifting the 
embargo,” it said. 

A1 Jumouriyah proposed 
that foe U.N. “define point 
by point what is demanded of 
Iraq, which would allow a 
speeding up of cooperation 1 ’ 
with the United Nations, 
especially in regard to meet- 
ing disarmament require- 
ments. ... 

“Our people can no longer 
fotjtive and cannot accept 
justifications,” it said. “If foe 
embargo is lifted without 


your help, do not expect the 
Iraqi people who have 
already lost one million and a 
quarter people to smile at 
you,” it told foe three coun- 
tries. 

Paris, Moscow ami Beijing 
favour easing sanctions while 
Washington and London 
have taken a harder line. 

Baghdad has accused the 
United States and Britain of 
blocking an agreement with 
foe U.N. over Resolution 
986, which would allow it to 


U:S. losing 'honest* image 

(Continued from page 12) 
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timies to use its political 
capital to keep labour in pow- 
er, there could be nothing left 
for future negotiations,” he 
said. “Washington's credibil- 
ity could be greatly dimi- 
nished in the eyes of many 
Arabs.” 

Mr. Moberty said, howev- 
er, that no other country has 
the political power or lever- 
age with Israel required to 
broker die peace process. 

“Whether the United 
States is a fair broker or not. 


there are really no other 
countries who can fill that 
role,” he said. 

Saudi newspapers issued a 
rare personal rebuke of U.S. 
President Bill Clinton on 
Sunday. 

“U.S. administrations, 
whether they are Republican 
or Democrat, have always 
aligned themselves with 
Israel, and President Clinton 
has proved it,” according to 
A1 Yom view. 

Mr. Clinton “has given 


export two $2 billion worth of 
oil every six months jn return 
for food and medicine. 

Iraqi denies rises 

The Iraqi dinar traded at 
925 to the dollar on foe 
streets of Baghdad Sunday, 
strengthening from 950 to the 
dollar the day before, traders 
said. 

The currency gained after 
Iraqi negotiator Abdul Amir 
A1 Anbari on Saturday saw a 
slight improvement in his oil- 
for-food talks at the United 
Nations, after an intervention 
by U.N. Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali. 


Israel unacceptable excuses 
to justify its massacre” in 
Cana, foe newspaper said. 

“Can foe American admi- 
nistration tell us if it is possi- 
ble to believe in a just and 
durable peace in the Middle 
East when the Western liber- 
al mindset considers, Arabs as 
worthless, irrelevant peo- 
ple,” it added. 

AJ Riyadh newspaper said: 
“If Israel attacks sacks Fifth 
Avenue (department store) 
in New York and kills Amer- 
ican children, the United 
States wtil themselves use 
their right of veto to block 
any condemnation of Israel.” 


Eco-theme park aims to change 

image of British Greens 


By Helen Smith 

Reuter 

CON1SBROUGH, 
England — A spectac- 
ular environmental 
theme park built on 
the remains of two 
coalmines aims to 
change .the image of 
the Green movement 
in Britain. 

The 120 million 
pound ($185 million) 
earth centre is to be 
opened in the year 
2.000 as one of 
Britain’s biggest trib- 
utes to the new mil- 
lennium. 1 

It will combine 
joyrides, exhibitions 
and a research centre 
on a 141.6-hectares 
site where conis- 
brougjh and Denaby 
main coalmines once 
stood in the northern 
county of Yorkshire. 

Its flamboyant cen- 
terpiece will be “the 
ark,” a huge butterfly- 
shaped canopy of 
rainbow-coloured 
solar panels housing 
many of foe rides and 
galleries. 

The driving force 
behind the scheme is 
Jonathan Smales, a 
former financial 
director of the envi- 
ronmental group, 
greenpeace, and 


something of a rebel 
in foe Green move- 
ment. 

Mr. S males’s mis- 
sion is to convince 
pampered Britons not 
only of the necessity 
of conserving the 
environment, but that 
this need not involve 
too many sacrifices. 

“There is nothing 
freaky or eccentric 
about what we are 
doing here,” said Mr. 
Smales in his office, a 
portable cabin in the 
muddy wastes that 
will become the earth 
centre. 

Mr. S mates's wire- 
rimmed glasses and 
casual clothes marie 
him out as an environ- 
mentalist rather than a 
businessman. He 
recognises that many 
of foe precious tenets 
of foe green move- 
ment repel outsiders. 

“I think the green 
movement’s principal 
failing is that it has 
not found a way to 
help people visualise 
what a greener future 
will be ” be said. 

The earth centre 
aims to do just foatits 
sheer spectacle is 
expected to draw 2.5 
million visitors a year. 

Among the attrac- 
tions will be a ride for 


children that will take 
them through a simu- 
lated Antarctica com- 
plete with freezing 
winds and life-size 
films of 'diving 
whales. 

Another will be a 
fast-moving lift trans- 
porting visitors to 

simulations of the 
stratosphere or the 
ocean floor, or to 
examine the canopy 
of a tropical rain for- 
est. 

Even the site's 
organic waste will be 
used to dramatic 
effect in huge glass 
tanks, where visitors 
will be able to see it 
being convened into 
bright red or green 
algae. The algae will 
be used for energy or 
fed to fish and ani- 
mals in experimental 
farms on the site. 

The centre will 
include a research 
area where visitors 
can see the latest in 
environmen tally- 
friendly technology. 
Companies will have 
facilities to develop 
green products and 
techniques. 

There is already a 
vineyard — the poor 
soil and south facing 
slope are said to be 
ideal for wine grow- 


ing and foe first bot- 
tles of Chateau lvan- 
hoe are expected to be 
ready in 1997. 

Mr. Smales says the 
centre will demon- 
strate foot environ- 
mentaJly-friendly liv- 
ing need not be as 
painful as people 
imagine. “For exam- 
ple, people think 
about the bicycle as 
being hand work, 
where you get tired 
and sweaty, but inno- 
vations in engineering 
mean they are nothing 
like that any more,” 
he said. 

In a typical example 
of Mr. S males’s prag- 
matic environmental- 
ism, animals bred at 
foe centre's farms will 
turn up later on foe 
menus of its cafes and 
restaurants. 

“We’re not suggest- 


ing everyone becomes 
vegetarian. We’re 
saying if you want to 
eat meat there are 
ways and means of 
fanning animals that 
aren’t so cruel,” said 
Mr. Smales. 

His approach has 
helped win foe sup- 
port, and financial 
backing, of many of 
Britain's biggest com- 
panies as well as 50 
million pounds ($77 


million) from the gov- 
ernment’s millennium 
fond, using proceeds 
from the national lot- 
tery. 

The centre has been 
designed by award- 
winning architects, 
artists and designers 

and advertising giant 

saatchi and saatchi 
has been appointed to 
promote it. 

Mr. Smales sees foe 
decision to build foe 
centre in the midst of 
a community in 
decline since foe clo- 
sure of the coalmines 
a decade ago as cen- 
tral to its philosophy. 
He expects it to create 
2.000 jobs in the next 
10 years. 

“It is all about 
renewal,” he says. 

The arrival of foe 
earth centre marks a 
strange twist in the 
history of the Dearne 
valley. Before it was 
overtaken by the 
machinery and detri- 
tus of coalmining, the 
Scottish novelist Sir 
Walter Scott in 1806 
described it “as one of 
the most striking and 
beautiful scenes in 
England.” 

Scon based his 
novel “Ivanhoe" here 
and he made Conis- 
brough Castle, which 


■ 

still stands on the val- 
ley's flank, the home 
of one of his charac- 
ters, Hamelin Plant*- 
genet 

Some of the valley's 
former beauty has 
survived and the earth 
centre will incorpo- 
rate part of the ancient 
woodland where foe 
folk hero Robin Hood 
once reigned, accord- 
ing to legend. 

The centre has not 

been universally wel- 

comed. 

Environmentalists 
convinced that small 
is beautiful have 
attacked its scale and 
fears have been raised 
about foe amount of 
traffic it will bring to 
south Yorkshire’s nar- 
row, and often badly- 
wom, roads. 

Mr. Smales’s 
defence is that foe 
benefits outweigh the 
costs. 

“No-one’s ever 
happy as an environ- 
mentalist when a 
development brings 
traffic on the scale 
that we require...But 
if people aren’t dri- 
ving here, they don't 
stay at home and 
grow vegetables 
organically in their 
back garden.” 


Summit reaffirms objective 


Tehran on Saturday. “Our 
meeting here is aimed at sup- 
porting the Palestinian 
cause... their meeting has 
other motives,” Mr. Mubar- 
ak said without elaboration. 

The main focus of the 
Cairo summit was. foe three 
leaders said, foe Palestinian 
issue and ways and means of 
enhancing and developing tri- 
lateral cooperation to give 
support to Palestinians in 
achieving their rights in the 
final status negotiations on 
Jerusalem, borders, refugees, 
Israeli settlements and foe 


from page I) 

legal status of the territories. 

The three leaders called in 
their joint statement on Israel 
to withdraw from all occu- 
pied Arab territories and de- 
nounced the expansionist 
policies of some countries 
they did not name. They said 
they wanted real peace and 
real commitment to the 
national rights of the Palesti- 
nian people. 

*■ - I ... ... 4 

“Without this any talk ab- 
out peace would be void of 
any content,” the statement 
said. 


Netanyahu’ 

(Continued from page 1) 


Mr. Peres' policy of confis- 
cating Palestinian town has 
resulted in angry protests by 
Palestinians. 

Settler groups in the West 
Bank, who support Likud 
and other right-wing parties, 
have announced plans to 
build 12 new settlements and ' 
bring thousands of Israelis to 
the West Bank, where Israel 
still controls 73 per cent of 
the land. Some predict a Jew- 
ish population of a half mil- 
lion by the year 2000, up 
from 144.000 today. 

The future of the Jewish 
settlements is one of the most 
explosive issues in the Israeli- 
Palestinian talks on a final 
settlement, which began ear- 
lier this month. 

Settlements are also a sub- 
ject of conflict with the U.S. 
government, which opposes 
new settlement building and 
has withheld some loan 
guarantees because of settle- 
ment construction near Jeru- 
salem. 


There are nearly 140 Jew- 
ish settlements interspersed 
among Palestinian auton- 
omous areas in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, which 
has an Arab population of 
more than 2 million. 

On the issue of Jerusalem's 
future, however, Mr. 

* Netanyahu said a right-wing 
Likud government would be 
uncompromising and would 
oppose attempts to set up 
Palestinian self-rule in the 
city, where 400,000 Jews live 
with 150.000 Palestinians. 

He said Likud would dose 
down Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) offices 
in the city, including the 
headquarters known as foe 
Orient House. 

“Our position is closing 
down foe Orient House and 
the PLO offices because it is 
untenable that in the capital 
of any city you'd have a set of 
offices of a foreign govern- 
ment operating as a separate 
capital.” he asserted. 
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5 Israeli soldiers wounded 
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(Continued from page 1) 

the “security zone” in South 
Lebanon, and Israel has the 
right to defend itself. 

Both sides have agreed not 
to attack civilian targets. 

The Israeli air raids were 
the first since the ceasefire 
went into effect and foe Jew- 
ish state's overall military op- 
eration has been its most 


intense since the truce. 

Two Israeli fighters fired 
nine missiles in three raids 
over Iqlim Al Tufah region, 
which was also pounded by at 
least 100 rounds of Israeli 
artillery, Lebanese police 
said. 

Israeli helicopter gunships 

also flew over the region, 
they added. 

A Lebanese police spokes- 


man -said that the bombing 
lasted for about four hours, 
with the last shell falling at 
about 12:15 p.m. (0915 
GMT). 

‘The Israeli planes, which 
repeatedly flew over the 
bombed area, were gone by 
about noon,” he added. 

A spokesman for Hizbol- 
lah said that the Israeli 
attacks caused no casualties 
among its members. 

FEIzbollah, which is armed, 
financed and trained by Iran, 


Israel, PLO agreed to delay 
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(Continued from page 1) 

with both Israeli and Palesti- 
nian representatives before 
entering Hebron. 

Haaretz said an agreement 
on a redeployment timetable 
to be completed after the 
election was reached in talks 
between Israeli negotiator 
Uri Savir and his Palestinian 
counterpart Mahmoud 
Abbas. 

Mr. Savir and Mr. Abbas 
are also leading the delega- 
tions in talks on a permanent 
peace agreement between the 
sides. 


A leaflet urging Palesti- 
nians in East Jerusalem to 
organise to “regain” Jeru- 
salem heralds a new Palesti- 
nian uprising, Israel’s opposi- 
tion Likud Party meanwhile 
claimed. 

The leaflet, issued .last 
week in Jerusalem, was head- 
lined “they who kindled the 
intifada can restore Palesti- 
nian sovereignty over Jeru- 
salem.” 

“Jerusalem will not be re- 
gained only by negotiations.” 
the leaflet “foe masses are 
foe most important factor for 


victory.” 

Hatem Abdul Qader. a 
legislator in the Palestinian 
council from Jerusalem who 
helped write the leaflet, said 
it was not a call for a new 
uprising. 

“Our activities are peace- 
ful.” he said Sunday. ”We 
want to mobilise the masses, 
to make them aware of foe 
importance off Jerusalem.” 

But Likud posters that 
went up Sunday in response 
to the leaflet announced “In- 
tifada in Jerusalem” in bold 
black and red letters. 

“This is how it started in 
the territories.” the pesters 
said. “We need to replace 
Peres before he gives in.” 


claimed four Israelis were kil- 
led. But foe security sources 
said they bad no reports of 
fatalities. 

The Israeli army said its 
troops were attacked twice in 
the zone's eastern sector. A 
communique reported three 

officers and two soldiers 
wounded, but made no men- 
tion of a bomb ambush. 

It noted that one officer 
was wounded and in serious 
condition after an Israeli pat- 
rol was hit by anti-tank rock- 
ets. The other Israelis were 
vhin an outpost 
came under mortar fire. 

Israeli government spokes- 
man Uri Dromi said Israel 
will abide by the April 27 
ceasefire. 

“But we ... have to defend 
our forces and we wfll fight 
back and we will take all the 
action necessary to make sure 
that Hizbollah does not suc- 
ceed," Dromi told the 
Associated Press. 

Hizbollah sprearheads a 
guerrilla campaign to drive 
out the 1,200 Israeli soldiers 
and their surrogate militia, 
foe 2,500-strong South Leba- 
non Army, who garrison the 
occupied enclave. 


YSP denies 

(Continued from page 12 

The kidnappers are de- 
manding foe authorities re- 
turn a house in Aden which 
foe YSP gave in 1986 to Mr. 
Staerif under the nationalisa- 
tion campaign conducted at' 

the time in foe former South 
Yemen. 

A court has ordered that 
the home be returned to the 
original owner. 

A coalition of seven 
opposition parties, including 
foe YSP, on Sunday pub- 
lished a statement conde- 
mning the kidnapping and 
called on the authorities to 
release the young man who is 
held in the Dana area, 80 
kilometres southeast of the 
capital. 

A statement from the 
coalition said the kidnappers 
“should be punished.” 

The authorities have 
arrested dozens of Khawlane 
tribesmen to pressure the 
kidnappers. 

Meanwhile, deputies and 
tribal leaders were attemp- 
ting to make contact with the 
kidnappers. 
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World Bank : Unemployment makes 


Palestinian situation 'unsustainable' 


U.S. Senate panel okays bill 

1 - r* 




WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Widespread unemployment 
in i he Palestinian territories 
makes (he situation there 
"clearly unsustainable." 
Odin Knudsen. World Bank 
country manager for the 
West Bank and Gaza. said 
Unemployment and the* 
expanding budget deficit in 
the icrnioriex will he at the 
top of the agenda at a 
meeting next month of 


donor nations, Mr. Knudsen 
told reporters. 


Since Israel sealed off the 
territories following a rash 
of anti-Israeli suicide bombs 
in February and March, the 
jobless rate skyrocketed 
from .'i* per cent tl » close to 
70 per cent and has led to the 
collapse «*!' the fledgling 
Palestinian economy. Mr. 
Knudsen said. 


"(The) situation 
become clearly u 
tamable." he said. 


n has 
unsus- 


in addition, aid has been 
slow in coming, leaving a 
gaping budget deficit. Mr. 
knudsen added. Of $500 
million promised by donor 
countries for 1996. only $27 
million has been disbursed, 
he said. 

The European Union 


announced Thursday that it 
would unblock some $20 
million and the U.S. 
Congress is scheduled to 
vote on an additional $10 
million. 


on Gaza— West Bank fr e ^JS, £ 


At the June technical 
meeting of donor countries. 
Mr, Knudsen said the World 
Bank would ask for new 
pledges of aid for the 
Palestinian territories. 


Moroccan economy 
to rebound in 1996 , 


Iran , Kazakhstan 


minister says 


sign oil deal 


RABAT iFO — Morocco, re- 
oowrinj: from ;i ilc\asiaim" 
Jn*ir.:ln which ravaged u* 
j-.ticiiIi lire -driven economy. 
c\|h. b iI* more i hurt nine per 
ccn jim will in I9 1 *!. 
I- ni .i n c c Minister 

Mith.tmnuii Kahhaj said 
Saturday 

PreMMiiiivi his 1996/97 
■ 

Jr .in budget to the 333-scai 
parliament, he said the 
gm eminent plans to aeeel- 
eraft* ihe privatisation pro- 
g r a m me. fight 

unemployment. reduce 
mllalion and slash ihe bud- 


get deficit. 


"We «eek economic 
growl h «•( more than nine per 
cent this vear due mainlv to 

m P 

the expected good agricul- 
lural hart cm.” Mr. Kabbaj 
said 

hi l y 95. the Moroccan 
economy, reeling from the 
effects of the drought, suf- 
fered negative growth of mi- 
nus r . 5 per cent in the coun- 
ts \ gross domestic product 
tUL»Pi. the minister said. 

*'Ioroccn’s commodity 
- --.in" ruse dramatically by 
iJ.I per cent due the 
drought, sapping the na- 
min'* reserves. 

"After spending S1.0 bil- 
lion due to these factors, the 
reserves amounted to $3.8 
billion at the end of 1995. 
This amount covers four-and- 
a-q miner months of im- 
ports.” the minister said. 

Mr. Kabbaj announced a 
total, budget of 117.1 billion 
dirhams for the period of 
Julv 1996-June 1997. 


slightly up from I09.S 
billion dirhams in 1995. 

The government expects 
lo raise state receipts 0.74 
per cent to S^.4 billion 
dirhams of which 2$ billion 
dirhams comes from value 
added value tax (VAT). 

Mr- Kabbaj said budgetary 
belt tightening was planned 
to wipe out the budget deficit 
within three \cars. 

The deficit was 5.0 per 
cent of GDP in 1995. offi- 
cials said. 

Mr. Kabbaj expects infla- 
tion to fall to 4.5 per ccm in 
1996 from 6.1 per cent in 
1^95. 




im- 


Mr. Kabbaj said "the gov- 
ernment will accelerate im- 
plementation of the privati- 
sation programme by sim- 
plification of the administra- 
tive rules." 

Morocco, which em- 
barked on a major liberalisa- 
t ion programme in 
November 1993. plans to 
privatise 114 state-owned 
enterprises bv the end of 
1 99S. 

Funds from the privatisa- 
tion programme are expected 
to rise 42.S per cent to 5.0 
billion dirhams in 1996 
compared with the previous 
vear. 

m 

The minister evoked what 
the government calls "the 
social priority programme", 
including the creation of 
thousands of jobs through 
intensive labour-projects 
worth 2.5 billion dirhams in 
rural areas. 


TEHRAN iR) — Kazakhstan 
has signed a deal in Tehran 
to export crude oil to Iran on 
an exchange basis. Tehran 
radio said. 

"Kazakhstan's oil will be 
transferred to Iran on the 
Caspian Sea coast and Iran 
will produce its equivalent 
crude in the Gulf 

for export to interna- 
tional markets." the radio 
said. 

ft said Iranian President 
Akbar Hashcmi Rafsanjani 
and Kazakhstan President 
Nursultan Nazarbayev signed 
an agreement on "laying the 
pipeline to carry 
Kazakhstan's crude through 
Iranian territory." 

"Kazakhstan's president 
considered Iran the most suit- 
able route for export of its 
oil." it added. 

The radio did not mention 
a price tag for the deal or the 
amount of crude that 
would be exported but earlier 
estimates put the volume at 
between two to five million 
tonnes of crude oil 
per year. 

Mr. Rafsanjani said "Iran 
would refine the Kazakh oil 
received at the Caspian Sea at 
Tehran's refinery and will de- 
liver it at the Gulf," adding 
that "Iran would gain from its 
added value". 

The pact will give the 
land-locked Central Asian re- 
public some badly needed ex- 
port capacity. 

"Kazakhstan is ready to 
cooperate cri lateral ly with 
Iran and the Turkmenistan re- 
public on building an oil 


THE Daily Crossword by Roger Jurgovan 


ACROSS 
1 Mood 
5 Beal a dead 
horse 
9 Bones 

13 Nasty 

14 Lulu 

15 Amerinds 

16 Rusty 

18 Clock sound 

19 Trotsky 

20 Under the 
weather 

22 Sandy's call 

23 Fortify 

24 Bungler 

25 Posture 
27 Sprays 

32 Egyptian deity 

34 Side 

35 Valved brass 
instrument 

36 Exude 

37 Heaths 

38 Rat — 

39 — Domini 

40 Charged 
particles 

41 Put away 

42 Dangers 

44 Head of a 
kitchen staff 

45 Owed 

46 Insidious 

47 Hellenic letter 

50 inappropriate 

55 Watery 

56 Lhasa — 

57 On the fntz 

59 Luminary 

60 Overwhelm with 
flattery 

61 Arctic dog 

62 Rocky crags 

63 Prepares the 
keg 

64 Pindanc 
works 
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DOWN 

1 More honest 

2 Like some 
books 

3 Night light 

4 Imp 

5 Boring 

6 Med. subj. 


7 Property taken 

back 

8 Shapes 
beforehand 

9 Away from 

home, at times 

10 Commotion 

11 Cult 

12 Inquires 

13 Soft drink 

17 Hot under the 
collar 

21 — Paulo 
23 Horse kin 

26 Alfresco 

27 Ages 

28 All — 

29 Untimely 

30 Angle iron 

31 Satisfy 

32 Pile 

33 Sports stadium 

34 Stooge 
37 Highway 

marker 
41 Retiring 
43 — Wiedersehen 
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44 Staff symbol 
46 Freight boats 

48 Rubes 

49 Dark 

50 Oven for drying 
hops 


51 Scheming 

52 Ruler 

53 Colorful moth 

54 On 

55 Dull report 

58 “What person?" 


pipeline in Iran." state-run 
television quoted Mr. 
Nazarbayev as saying. 

Tehran, resisting a cam- 
paign by Washington to iso- 
late it politically and eco- 
nomically. has sought to 
boost its ties with its Central 
Asian neighbours and other 
countries. 

Iran, regarded by the U.S. 
as an outlaw state, is not seen 

as a viable candidate for a 
pipeline route for Central 
Asian exports. 

But Kazakhstan views 
Iran as an outlet for so-called 
"early oil" until other routes 
are opened. 

Kazakhstan's deputy For- 
eign Minister Vyacheslav 
Gizatov said in April that the 
deal had been reached and the 
only outstanding issue con- 
cerned transit tariffs. 

Iranian Oil Minister 
Gholamreza Aghazadeh had 
said the best solution for 
northern neighbours 
Kazakhstan and Azerbaijan 
which have no easy access to 
world markets was for them to 
swap their crude for Iran's. 

The swaps envisage their 
selling Iranian oil — which 
has easy coastal access — 
while Iran consumes their 
crude, presumably at a dis- 
count rate to make it worth 
Tehran's while. 

It could save their each 
building expensive pipelines 
to the coast. 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
The Senate Finance Commit- 
tee has approved legislation 
to allow goods produced in 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Stripm and “qualifying in- 
dustrial zones” in Israel, Jor- 
dan and Egypt to enter the 
United States under provi- 
sions equal to those of the 

U.S. -Israel Free Trade 
Agreement. 

Committee action on this 

legislation was tied to legisla- 
tion to implement an interna- 
tional agreement to end ship- 
building subsidies. 

That agreement, negoti- 
ated in the Organisation of 
Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD), was 
signed in December 1994 by 
the most important shipbuild- 
ing nations ' — the United 
States, the European Union, 
Japan, South Korea and Nor- 
way. 

The committee also 
approved on May 8 the 
Feauthorisation of the Gener- 
alised System of Preferences 
(GSP), a programme that 
allows duty-free entry for 
many imports from most de- 
veloping countries, retroac- 
tively to its expiration in July 
1995. 

The House passed a' West 
Bank-Gaza bill in April 1996. 
If the Senate passed the West 
Bank-Gaza bill with the ship- 
building subsidy and GSP 
provisions added by the Sen- 
ate Finance Committee, 
however, the bill would re- 
quire at least reconsideration 
in the House and, more like- 
ly, reconsideration by a 
House committee and a 
Senate-House conference. 

Senate Finance Committee 
Chairman William Roth cited 
the crucial importance for 
fast passage of the OECD 
shipbuilding agreement be- 
fore a June 15 deadline. “It 
took almost six years to 
negotiate this agreement, 
which will substantially re- 
duce foreign shipbuilding 
subsidies,'’ Mr. Roth said. 

The shipbuilding agree- 
ment will cover about 80 per 
cent of the world's shipbuild- 
ing capacity. Its four main 
provisions are: 


— Elimination of virtually 
all shipbuilding subsidies 
granted either directly to 
shipbuilders or indirectly 
through ship operators. 

— An “injurious-pricing’’ 
code modelled on the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO) 
antidumping code that allows 
signatories to fine foreign 
shipyards that sell ships at 
unfairly low (or dumped) 
prices. 

— A set of rules for how 
governments will finance 
domestic and exported ship 
sales. 

— And binding dispute- 
settlement procedures in the 
OECD 

The agreement would en- 
ter into force 30 days after 
the June 15 deadline. Of the 
five agreement signatories, 
the United States and Japan 
have not yet completed the 
steps to meet the deadline. 
Some of the other parties 
have threatened to withdraw 
from the agreement if the 
United states fails to imple- 
ment it by June 15, baving 
already missed an earlier 
January deadline. 

The GASP legislation 
would renew the programme 
granting duty-free access for 
more than 4,400 products 
from designated developing 
countries, but would make 
some changes. One change is 
to decrease the per capita 
gross national product (GNP) 
threshold for when a country 
is no longer eligible for the 


programme to 58, 6W frojjj 

511,800. Also reduced would 
t needs 


be the “competitive nwu* 

limits’* to 575 million begin- 
ning m 1996, with a st^dard 
annual increase of $5 million. 
Countries with exports ex- 
ceeding the competitive need 
limit m a particular product 
would not be able to ® x P? r : 
the excess amount of tna 
product duty-free to the Un- 
ited States. , . 

The new legislation should 

also make more clear the 
extent of the president’s au- 
thority to designate the addi- 
tion of articles imported from 
“least-developed developing 
countries” as GSP eligible. Tt 
also will exclude products 
from consideration for duty 
free eligibility for three years 
under the GSP programme if 
the products have formally 
denied GSP status. 

Retroactive GSP reauthor- 
isation to July 31, 1995, 
should allow importers to re- 
quest refund of some of the 
higher duties already paid. 

The legislation on Gaza 
and the West Bank was in 
part made necessary by the 
implementation of the 1995 
Israel-PaJestinian Liberation 
Organisation agreement, 
which began the transfer of 
territories to the control of 
Palestinian authorities. After 
the transfer, goods produced 
in these areas were no longer 
marked as products of Israel 
and therefore were no longer 
eligible for the preferential 


FOR RENT 

1. Super Deluxe Unfurnished Flat For Rent In 
Shmeisani, 320 sq.m., 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, maid’s 
room, dining, family & salon, many many extras, 
telephone & parking. 

2. Completely & Nicely Furnished 3-Bedroom Flat 
Between 4th & 5th Circles, 180 sq.m., telephone, TV., 
video player, wash machine, parking & many extras. 

■ For more details please call owner 674286 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mike Artfrion 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordtaary words. 


I'm off to meet an 
important client 


URYMM 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Glasbergen 



MYLAN 


n 


WALUTO 


NEUQUI 


WORE? THAT 
THEY’RE SITING 
CAN PO THIS TO 
A &U5Y BXECJUTWB. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here : 


“Our company almost went out 
of business today. Some bozo 
made decaf.” 



HIM 



Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: BANJO STOIC FACTOR DEFAME 
Answer What the jazz artists had during rush hour — 
A TRAFFIC “JAM" 


SOMETIMES, IF V0U STARE AT 
THE BACK POOR HARD ENOUGH, 
YOUR SUPPER C0ME5 OUT EARLY.. 


SOMETIMES IT WORKS AND 
SOMETIMES IT DOESN'T.. 


ESPECIALLY IF YOU 00 
IT EVERY NIGHT.. 
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WHINES BEFORE 
— r I MAKE n* «- 





Mutfn’Jeff 


DO YOU KNOW I THEY JUST I AFTER TWfcLVE 


WHERE THE I LEFT/THER 
BROWNS ARE ?1 THEY GO/ 


HARD MILES 



W 


p - - * 


r *H0CK| 


HELLQ v >/ NO, SHE ISNt/ SHE ^ 
MRS. BROWN/ ) STAYED AT KER AUffre 
IS MAY WE BASSEDTHfti 

Home? j seaside*^ 


know 
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The 


treatment granted goods 
under the U-S.-Israel Free 

Trade Agreement. 

The legislation would give 
the president authority to 
modify or eliminate any duty 

on any goods produced m or 
imported from the West 
Bank, the Gaza Stnp or a 
qualifying industrial zone 
These "qualifying zones will 
be areas, designated by the 
president, in Israel and Jor- 
dan, or Israel and Egypt, 
which local authorities set up 
as enclaves where merchan- 
dise can enter without paym- 
ne t of duty or excise tax. 


FORECAST for MONDAY, 
MAY 13, 1996 


By Thomas S Pierson. Astrolo- 
ger Carroll Righter Founder- 
" tion 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 
19) Be poised even though^ 
unii msav not be able uW 




today you may not be able to™ 


handle outside affairs as you 
had olannea for some reason. 




had planned for some reason. 
Later tonight is a good time 
for you to be in the company 
of your loved ones and close 

friends. 


i.:« 


t 55 - 
i.l. 4 - 
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TAURUS: (April 20 to May 

20) You may be undecided 
whether to handle business or 
personal affairs today, so 
schedule your time wisely 
and you can handle both in a 
most efficient manner. Later 
tonight you can enjoy your- 
self with your loved ones. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 

21) If you don't plan your 
time wisely today, you may 
lose out in the business world 
and also in personal matters, 
this evening you can have a 
wonderful time out on the 
town with some good friends. 

MOON CHILDREN: (Jun# 
22 to July 21) You are torn 
between new interests today 
.and completing the investiga- 
tive tasks you have in mind, 
so try to compromise in your 
efforts. This evening will be 
highly productive if you con- 
sult with a knowledgeable 
person. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Don’t involve yourself in a 
disagreement today between 
a logical-minded friend and a 
person- in business, for you 
could become the centre of 
their difficulty. Tonight will 
be good for entertaining in 
your home. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) An argu- 
mentative situation today 
may arise between an acquir- 
ing fellow associate and a 
bigwig, so don’t get in the 
middle of the situation or yq£ 
could regret it. Tonight spe A 
some quality with your loved 
ones. 
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LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Plan your time 
wisely today since you have 
many duties ahead of you and 
you need to go after impor- 
tant information. Use good 
judgement in whatever busi- 
ness decisions you must 
undertake, so chat you can be 
successful. 
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SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) You want to 
have good time today* 
however don't involve your- 
self in anything too expensive 
for you. Later tonight you 
can be in the company of 
those who have the ability to 

suggest some methods for 
success. 
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SAGITTARIUS: (November 
to December 21) Yoai 
tnate and partner do not gt?/ 
along at all today, so keep 
tnem separate to avoid some 

major confrontation. Plan 

your time wisely tonight to 
take advantage of any benefi- 
cial situation which may 
comc 10 y°ur direction. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January 20) You find that 
rellow associates and outside 

n tacts have varied view- 
points today so don’t try any 
reconciliation or you will lose 
Jit. Later tonight you can 

£ 0od times with some 
ciose friends out on the town. 
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AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 

rebruarv v~.. jL 




reoruary l 9 ) You a?c tom 
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Saudi eyes raw 
sugar market 


Jordan ponders reservations for Petra 
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DUBAI l"R> — Saudi Arabia is 
exploring sources for raw 
sugar to supply its new refin- 
ery. which is to partly meet 
local demand and cut the need 
for imports when it conies on 
stream in early 1997. offi- 
cials said Monday. 

One official said the first 
cargoes were likely to be 
about 60.000 tonnes and 
sourced from Australia for the 
SU9 million plant's 
December commissioning. 

Kamal Shukrt. assistant 

project director at United 
Sugar Company of Saudi 
Arabia, said the plant was 
also looking at tapping 
Brazil. Cuba. Thailand and 
South Africa for raw supplies 


to feed its 500.000 tonnes 
annual capacity plant. 

Another source could be 
India if there were sufficient 
supplies, he told Reuters by 
telephone from Jeddah. 

"In 1997, the need will be 
for 450.000 tonnes." he said. 
"We are looking at the whole 
market and possible sources 
for raw.” 

He declined to give further 
details, but said the company 
was looking at a range of fac- 
tors to make a decision such 
as purity, price and reliabil- 
ity. "It depends on the avail- 
able price and capacity of the 
country to provide the quality 
we are looking for," he said. 


By Rana Sabbagh 

Reuter 

AMMAN — Jordan may re- 
quire tourists to book 
ahead to visit the ancient 
rock city of Petra because of 
the flood of sightseers since 
Jordan made peace with Israel 
in 1994. 

Officials said Sunday that 
the numbers — nearly double 
the planned capacity — were 
overwhelming the site's in- 
frastructure and services and 
threatening the archaelogical 
treasures. 

"We are considering the 
introduction of a special 
reservation system for entry 
to Petra, especially during 
peak periods.” Tourism 
Minister Saleh irsheidai told 
Reuters. 


"Ir is contemplated that 
tourists intending to* visit 
would be required to make 
reservations in advance, 
while the length of their stay 
in Jordan would be an 
important factor in securing a 
reservation. "he said. 

The emphasis on length of 
stay reflects Jordan's concern 
at the growing number of 
tourists who arrive from 
Israel on day trips, taking up 
space at the 2, 000- year-old 
city of Petra but spending 
little. 

Despite the boom in 
tourist numbers since the 
treaty, average nights spent 
in Jordan dropped io 3.7 in 
1995 from 5.1 in 1989. 
officials said. 

Jordanian officials are now 
pressing Israel to guarantee 


that groups from Israel spend 
at least two nights in the 
Kingdom, officials said. 

Though tourism has 
emerged as the main gainer 
from peace, local tour 
operators fear Israel is the 
real winner. They say Israel is 
using Jordanian sites like 
Petra and the Greco-Roman 
city of Jerash io lure guests. 

"Many are now coming 
over, into Petra specifically, 
for half a day, bringing their 
own bottles of water and 
sandwiches... They do not 
spend a penny and use our 
infrastructure, sewage and 
water system." said a tour or- 
ganiser. 

Jordan's move last year to 
hike fees and limit non-resi- 
dent tourists at Petra to 2.500 
per day has been ineffective. 


officials said. A U.S. firm is 
now evaluating the policy. 

The problem increased 

when Israeli cars and buses 

began entering Jordan last 

month under the treaty. 

creating havoc on the site's 

limited parking spaces. 

* 

"Now wc even have a 
capacity problem there." Mr. 
Irsheidai said. 

Several times in the past 
two weeks, daily visits 
exceeded 4,000. Some 
67,313 visitors, mainly 
foreign tourists, entered Peira 
in April. 

Petra. Jordan's best-known 
tourist attraction, was a dream 
to Israelis before the treaty. 
In the decades before peace, 
some were caught trying to 
sneak to Petra over the desert. 
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BEIJING (R) — Chinese 
tourism officials have said 
development of the industry 
was rapidly outstripping eco- 
nomic growth as travellers 
stream in to see the Great 
Wall, so skiinz and clear- 
garbage from the slopes of 
Mount Everest. 

"China is one of the 
richest countries in the world 
in terms of tourism 
resources." Sun Gang, vice- 
chairman of the National 
Tourism Administration, told 
Reuters in on interview. 

He said growth of the 
tourism industry was racing 
ahead of gross domestic 
product tGDP> and was 
expected to outpace it by a 
large margin until at least the 
turn of the century. 

"I think the speed of 
tourism development is 
certain to overtake that of the 
national economy.” he said. 

While GDP was forecast 
io grow at a healthy 8.0 per 
cent 3 year through to 2000, 
Mr. Sun said he expected the 
tourism industry to clock 
■growi'li 'oFTTTo'l? 'percerif a 
year over the same period. 

Earnings from tourism, 
both domestic and 
international, were expected 
to account for 5.0 per cent of 
GDP. or 350 billion yuan 


($41 billion) a year by the 
end of the century and to soar 
to 1.34 trillion (5161 
billion) a year — or 8.0 per 
cent of GDP — by 2010. Mr. 
Sun said. 

A combination of higher 
living standards along with 
the development of more 
hotels and opening of new 
tourist destinations and 
varieties of packages on offer 
to international travellers 
could help to ensure that 
goal, he said. 

China recorded 46.39 
million tourist visits in 1995 

— although the vast majority 
were by overseas Chinese 
from Hong Kong. Taiwan and 
Macau visiting relatives — 
generaiins revenues of $8.73 
billion. “ 

Foreign tourists made 
5.S9 million trips to China 
last year, up 13.6 per cent 
from 1994 while trips by 
domestic tourists numbered 
an extraordinary 629 million 

— or about half the 
population — in 1995, Mr. 
Sun said. 

Enormous potential lay 
wjih increasingly rich local 
Chinese who since last May 1 
have enjoyed a two-day week- 
end which led to soaring trips 
and tourism receipts, Mr. Sun 
said. 
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Societe Generate to hold 
regional meeting in Amman 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Soddr£ Generate. France’s biggest 
private bank and one of the largest in Europe and the 
world, is to hold its regional meeting for this year in 
Amman this week. More than 30 representatives from the 
bank's management in Paris and branches and affiliates in 
North Africa and the Middle East, including Iran, will 
attend the meeting which will take plats on Thursday and 
Friday. 

Mr. Jacques Bouhet, general manager of the bank's 
international division will preside over the meeting. 

Socidte Gdndrale ranks 19th on the list of international 
banks. Its assets exceed 1 ,600 billion French francs and its 
shareholders' equity is in excess of 51 billion francs. The 
bank which has more than 500 branches and affiliates in 
over 70 countries posted 3.S billion francs of net profit in 
1995. 
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PENTHOUSE 
' Furnished Or 
Unfurnished 

For Rent 

Location: In Tla’ AJ Ali. 
3 bedrooms, satellite, 
telephone, excellent 

finishing. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
_Fax: 810520 
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A review of news from Ihe Arabic^presj 

bHaWBHHSSaBMg! 

■ 

Arab Banking Corporation (Jordan) 
posts JD 1.95m net profit despite 
writing off JD 5 . 82 million of bad 
debts 

-ft- THE ARAB Banking Corporation (Jordan) wrote off 
JD 5.82 million of “irregular" or bad loans last year and 
paid JD 520,900 to settle income tax of past years but still 
managed to overcome a “book" loss of JD 3.88 million and 
to post a net profit of JD 1.95 million. This result was 
achieved by taking into consideration that the bank had a 
JD 5-81 million reserve for doubtful assets and had earned 
a net income of XD 4.6 million from the difference between 
interest and commission earned (JD 13.0 million) and 
interest and commission paid (JD 8.4 million). Also to be 
noted were the profit of JD 291,000 (JD 341,000 in 1994), 
generated by the bank’s portfolio of securities, and the JD 
1.3 million in foreign exchange and other income. Accord- 
ing to the annual report, the bank’s profit before the tax 
and the write off of bad debt amounted to JD 2.45 million, 
5.7 per cent higher than the 1994 figure. 

Upon the recommendation of the board of directors, the 
general assembly approved to retain the net profit to 
consolidate the shareholders equity in preparation to raise 
the bank’s capital to JD 20 million. Such a process, to be 
taken in case the government cancels the capitalisation tax, 
would entail giving shareholders a free half share bonus 
and capitalising JD 5 million of the voluntary reserve and 
Boating five million shares for private subscription to the 
shareholders. 

Other main financial results of the bank during 1995 
were: 

— Increasing total assets by 11 per cent to JD 171.2 
million; 

— Boosting public deposits by 13.6 per cent to JD 122 
million; 

— Toted deposits including those of banks and other 
financial institutions rose from JD 114.2 million to JD 138-3 
million; 

— Loans portfolio grew by 9.1 per cent from JD 70.3 
million to JD 76.7 ouliion. 

Deputy Board Chairman and General Manager Jawad 
Hadid told the general assembly that the bank has obtained 
a licence from the Palestinian National Authority (PNA) to 
open a branch and a regional headquarter in RarnalJah as a 
first step towards more expansion in the Palestinian 
territories in the future (AL Aswaq 4- Al Ra’i + A1 
Dustour). 
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Foreign Exchange Market Summar 
(May 6- May 10, 1996) 

AMMAN — The U.S. unit appreciated moderately against 
the yen as well as the mark, while depredating marginally 
against sterling. It ended the week 0.38 per. cent and 0.28 
per cent higher against the yen and the mark respectively, 
and 0.82 per cent lower against sterling. 

The U.S. unit appreciated against sterling and the mark 
Monday, but depridated marginally against the yen. The 
depreciation of the dollar was mainly attributed to the yen 
regaining its upward trend against the mark. The dollar 
failed to appredate further, however, despite the very high 
growth rate of first quarter GDP in the U.S., calcualted at 
2.8 per cent which triggered expectations that the Federal 
Reserve might tighten its monetary policy in the near 
future. 

The dollar rose marginally against the yen and sterling 
Tuesday, while depredating against the mark. The dollar 
dropped upon comments by German bankers that the mark 
is expected to strengthen soon. In addition, the dollar came 
under pressure against the mark due to mark buying 
against the yen and other European currencies. The mark 
received support against the other European currendes 
after the Bank of Spain as well as Sweden’s Riksbank 
decreased key money market rates, while the Bundesbank 
left its repo rate unchanged at 3.30 per cent. 

The dollar depredated noticeably against the mark and 
sterling Wednesday, and marginally against the yen. 
Analysts indicated that the dollar went down due to the 
continued upward trend of the mark. The German unit was 
further. supported by expectations that Germany might not 
meet the EMU criteria and therefore not qualify to join 
EMU by the year 1999, giving the mark an upward push 
against the dollar and the other major currendes. 

The U.S. unit appredated against the mark and sterling 
Thursday, whereas it depredated against the yen. On the 
other hand, the dollar appreciated against the other major 
currendes, at the end of the week, upon the release of the 
U.S. producer price index (PPI), which showed a moderate 
overall growth of 0.4 per cent in Aprilk. The positive 
resutls of the PPI fed into higher U.S. stock and bond 
prices, and reflected positively on the dollar’s exchange 
rates. In addition, comments by the U.S. treasury secretary 
lent further support to the dollar. The treasury secretary 
was reported to have said that the Ginton Administration 
will not revert to a weak dollar policy as a tool in trade 
disputes with Japan and China. 

The U.S. unit, thus, ended the week at 1.5296 marks, 
105-49 yen and at $1. 5204 to the pound. 
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Knicks survive Bulls in OT: 


Auxerre 


Utah Jazz crush Spurs 


NEW YORK (R) — John 
Starks and Patrick Ewing 
'combined for 12 of New 
York's 14 points in overtime 
as the Knicks survived 
another fourth-quarter col- 
lapse and 46 points by 
Michael Jordan to win a nail- 
biting 102-99 playoff victory 
over the Chicago Bulls Satur- 
day. 

Starks had seven of his 
career playoff-high 30 points 
and Ewing five of his 22 
points In the extra session, 
which was forced when Jor- 
dan scored the last eight 
points of regulation to tie the 
game at 88-88. 

The victory reduced the 
Balls' lead in their best-of- 
seven Eastern Conference 
semifinals to two games to 
one with game 4 to be played 
Sunday, again at Madison 


Square Carden. 
The dav's oth< 


The day's other NBA game 
had none’ of the drama of the 
New York epic, as Karl 
Malone scored 32 points and 
shut down David Robinson 
to lead the Utah Jazz, playing 
at home, to a 10S-7S rout of 
the San Antonio Spurs and a 
2-1 lead in their Western 
Conference semifinal series. 

Ewing and Starks had 
taken a lot of criticism for the 
Knicks* failures down the 
stretch in the first two games 
in Chicago, but they 
answered the critics Sunday. 


“The only people that fed 
we’re pushovers were the 
media,'* said Ewing, who 
shot S-of-15 from the field 
and 6-o f-S from the free 
throw line, grabbed a team- 
high 11 rebounds and block- 
ed three shots. 

“I know we're capable of 
beating this team. We let two 
games get away from os in 
Chicago, came back and won 
this one and we have another 
one tomorrow. We're fo- 
cused on that and we'll come 
out hard." 

Starks, who made just two 
shots in the first two games, 
hit a jumper, a three-pointer 
and two clutch free throws in 
OT. He finished H-for-18 
from the field, 5-for-8 from 
three-point range and 3-for-5 
from the foul line, and added 
six assists, three steals and 
four rebounds. 

“I thought John Starks had 
a tremendous game for us,” 
Ewing said. "He got out of 
his slump he had in the first 
two games and came up big.”' 


In the final 21£ minutes of sed to Pippen, whose three- 
OT, Ewing made a tough point attempt missed. M 1 got 
runner in the lane and a long a good look at it but we came 
jumper to give the Knicks a up short," said Pippeo- 
98-97 lead with 37 second to “We spent a lot of ener- 
go. gy," said Bulls coach Phil 


Charles Oakley then 
knocked the ball away from 
Jordan to Starks. Jordan 
fouled Starks, who made two 
foul shots with 27 seconds left 
to make the score 100-97. 


NBA Playofls 


“Oakley has quick hands," 
said Jordan. “That’s under- 
estimated about his defence. 
He was able to knock it away 
clean. I’ve got to give him 
credit.” 


Scottie Pippen, who scored 
an enatic 24 for Chicago, cot 
the lead to 100-99 on a dunk, 
and Dennis Rodman fouled 
Oakley, who coverted both 
free throws to restore the 
three-point lead. 

With time running down, 
Jordan, double-teamed, pas- 


FLAYOFF RESULTS 
Eastern Conference semifinals 


New York 102 Chicago 

(Chicago leads best-of-seven series 2-1) 


99 (OT) 


Western Conference semifinals 


Utah 105 San Antonio 

(Utah leads best-of-seven series 2-1) 


a good look at it but we came 
up short," said Pippeo- 
“We spent a lot of ener- 
gy," said Bulls coach Phil 
Jackson. “It’s going to be real 
interesting tomorrow to see 
which team can step op, re- 
suscitate, and come back with 
a kind of game plan.” 

The Knicks twice led by as 
many as 13 points, in the fust 
quarter and with just 5 Vi 
minutes left in the fourth. 

New York committed 20 
turnovers to Chicago’s 13, 
and got 18 points and 10 
rebounds from Mason, 13 
points and 13 rebounds from 
Oakley and a spark off the 
bench from Charlie Ward, 
who had 12 points, three 
rebounds, two assits and a 
steal in 20 minutes. 

“Pm very excited and hap- 
py that I got the opportun- 
ity ” Ward said. 

The Bulls played without 
forward Toni Kukoc, who also 
will miss game 4 with a back 
injury. Kukoc was Chicago’s 
third-leading scoreT during 
the regular season but was 
just l-of-24 from the field in 
the first two games. 

“1 thought the Knicks play- 
ed today as well as they can," 
said Jackson. “We floun- 
dered around, it seems like, 
for three quartets before we 
finally got ourselves going.” 


PARIS (R) — Modest Au- 
xerre secured their first 
league title in style on Satur- 
day by drawing 1-1 at Guing- 
amp to become the first 
French team to win die Cup 
and League double since 
Marseille in 1989. 

Just a week after beating 
Nunes 24 in the Cup final, 
the club from a small town in 
Burgundy resisted a under 
pressure to build an unassail- 


able four-point lead over 
Paris St- Germain, Monaco 


Wilander in clay court finals I Armstrong set for Dupont title 


PINEHURST, North Carolina (AP) — Mats Wilander put 
himself in position to break a six-year title drought with a 
victory over fifth-seeded Javier Frana in the semifinals of the 
U.S. men’s clay court championships. 

Wilander’s 6-3, 6-3 win on Saturday over Frana, last year's 
runner-up, put him into a tournament final for the first time 
since he won the Citibank Open in Itraprica, Brazil, in 
November 1990. 

The 31 -year-old Swede said he is no longer as concerned 
with winning as he was when he was the top-ranked player in 
the world during the mid-1980s. 

“I’m not here to win tournaments, but if it happens, great," 
said Wilander, who won the U.S. clay court title in Indianapo- 
lis in 19S7. “I'm here to play good matches like the ones I've 
played this week." 

But his attitude might change when he plays charismatic 
Brazilian Fernando Meligeni in the championship match. 


KENNESAW, Georgia (R) 
— Marcel Wust of Germany 
claimed his second win and 
American Lance Arm- 
strong's overall lead was ex- 
tended to a 10th day Saturday 
in the longest and final road 
race stage of the Tour Dupo- 
ni. 

Wust, who also claimed the 
morning portion of the third 
stage on May 3, emerged 
from at least a dozen cyclists 
spread across the street and 
claimed the 148.5-mile 
(238.50-km) Gemson, South 
Carolina, to Kennesaw, 


Georgia, road race in 6 
hours, 14 minutes and 36 
seconds. 

Compatriot Sven Teuten- 
berg, who won stage 9 and 
has battled Wust throughout 
the race, finished second, ab- 
out six feet (two metres) be- 
hind. Federico Colon na of 
Italy was third, with both 
pursuers given the same time 
as the winner. 

The 24-year-old Arm- 
strong, the 1993 world road 
race titlist, finished 38th m 
the main field, also in the 
same time as the winner. 


and Metz. 

Auxerre made a perfect 
start, scoring after 11 minutes 
with a powerful shot from 
close range by Bernard 
Diomede. 

They then controlled the 
match until the both minute, 
when Georgbe Mihali equal- 
ised for Gmnganrp. 

Metz and Paris St. Ger- 
main, both still m contention 
going into the penultimate 
day of the season, needed to 
do better than Auxerre to 
keep their chances alive. 

But they both saw their 
tide hopes crushed, leaving 
Auxerre to celebrate next 
week before their home fans 
against Nantes In the league’s 
final programme. 

Outgoing champions 
Nantes showed glimpses of 
their form of last season to 
beat Metz 1-0 with Frederic 
Da Rocha scoring in the 
fourth minute to Ml off the 
challenge of the eastern club. 

Paris St. Germain, who 
have been busy celebrating 
since winning the European 
Cup Winners' Cnp on 
Wednesday, knew the cham- 
pionship was practically out 
of their reach before travell- 
ing to Bordeaux, where they 
were held to a 2-2 draw. 

Paris went in front just 
before halftime thanks to a 
brilliant goal by Youri Djor- 
kaeff but Bordeaux, needing 
at least one point to be cer- 
tain of avoiding relegation, 
fought bade with a double by 
Anthony Bancarel, who 
scored in the 56th minute and 
again two minutes later. 


: Cinema Philadelphia Tel: 634144 Today-Today... 
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PESC 


FURNISHED APARTMENT IN 
WESTERN SHMEISANI FOR RENT 

220 s.q.m., second floor apartment, consisting .of three 
bedrooms, 1 "guest ’ room r living t rpoin, . . veranda, 
Independent central heating,, telephone 
spacious kitchen and luxurious furniture: 

Please call Tel: 665711, 664256 



FOR SALE 

Duty unpaid Nissan Sunny 1994, 8,000 km., 
full equipment automatic, excellent condition. 

Please contact: Embassy of Chile from 8:30 
a.m. - 2:30 p.m. Tel: 814263, 823360 
or private Tel: 861249 


Iflv»l 

|1 ij »7i 
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Leading Foreign Enterprise of the Technical Sector 


SUPER DELUXE FURNISHED APT. 

FOR RENT - 

Ground floor, 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, American kitchen, 
luxury furniture, dedicated phone line, spacious front 
yard with BBQ, dining + living room, private entrance, 
garage, central heating. Tla’ A] Ati, Gardens Street area. 
Tel: 701926, 695492 from 9 a.m. - 8 p.m. 


seriw In pmplny ae awn as pnadhlo aAKtinwal staff with th*> fohnwmg ipaBBrntinwg 


Lawyer 

with special knowledge in the field 
of contracting 


Storekeeper 

with knowledge of EDP-sysiems 


Translator 
with knowledge of 
-English-Arab (indispensable) and 

- German - Arab (preferably) 


m 

Foremen for diet and electrical works 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT IN SWEIFIEH 

3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, sitting and dining 
areas, playroom, veranda and a kitchen. 

For details please call 
829763 or 079 - 25637 


Draftsmen 

preferably with knowledge of English 
language and AUTO CAD 


Finance Manager 


Locksmith 


Computer Network Administrator 

obligatory with knowledge of the 
Network software Banyan Vines 


Joiner 


British Ladies of Amman 

Afternoon Meeting: Wednesday 22 May 1996 
The May afternoon meeting will be held at the Forte 
Grand Hotel on 22nd May. Thereafter meetings will be 
the first Wednesday morning of the month and second 
Wednesday afternoon of the month 10/12 p.m. and 4/6 
p.m. respectively as usual. 


Quantity Surveyor 


Data Typist 


Driver 

preferably with driving license for lorry 
or bus and knowledge of English 


Additional qualifications are knowledge of the E»gHrih bmgsage. and preferable an own car. 
Please do apply only in English. Qualified candidates are ask to send their C.V. and an 


accompanying letter with a dear statement of the wanted fob to the Personnel Admnstrator, 

Fax-No, 643 695 _ _ 


FOR RENT 

A furnished apartment with character. 
Lower Jabal Amman (the original 

Amman) magnificent view of East 
Amman hills. Built in 1938, it’s spacious 
& bright, centra! heating & telephone. 
Annual rent: JD 6,000 

Call Romero, at 644228 or 079-20300 


■ ■■t _ 
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Sharom Stone & 
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Robert DeniroJn 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30,6:30. 8:30, 10:30 


A. 


Casino 


b r '?• ' 


Shows: 12:15. 3:15, 6:00. 9:00 


' • . TEU .699238 . y. UNEM^; <--~,v;-.^-;i , EEt:-677420 , > 

•• • V1-- 

*The Heartbreak Kid t concord -i” 

hows: 12:30, 3:30,6:30. 8:30, 10:30 RICHIE RICH 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 1030 

* Tftti Ctnei/ * Ace Ventura “2” 

■ uy o lory shows: 3®, &io, 6:45 

Shows: 2:00, 5:00 CONCORD “2" 

HEATE 

Shows: 8:30 


Toy Story 
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clinch title 




retains 8 backhand to Irina Spirfea of Roma- 


nia during theirs at *** ltaHal1 ° pen 

May 11 (Reulers photo) 


Hingis stands betw een 
Martinez and fourth title 

ROME (R) — Martina Hingis, the youngest ^itirig 3 ^o^shoS^^d^Srurate 

SSESSbLlJL ^ often 


ROME (R) — Martina Hingis, the youngest 
ever I tab an Open finalist, stands between 
Conchita Martinez and a record fourth con- 
secutive title after both won rain-delayed 
semi-finals at the Ford Italico on Saturday. 

The 13-year-old from Switzerland followed 
her shock win over world number one Steffi 
Graf on Friday with a 6-2, 7-5 triumph over 
Romanian Irina Spiriea, while number 
Two seed Martinez took two horns 20 minutes 
to subdue Croatian teenager Iva Majoli 6-4, 
6-7, (5-7) 6-2. 

The final is a repeat of Hingis’s only other 
major final on the women's tour, last year in 
Hamburg when Martinez, one of the world's 
top clay court exponents, lost just one game. 

“Haying Martinez again in a final will be 
tough,” said a jubilant Hingis, the youngest 
finalist in Rome since Tracy Austin won the 
title in 1979 at the age of 16. 

“I don’t know if I can win but I have a good 
chance," she added. 

Hingis's run to the final on her first appear- 
ance in Rome confirmed her rapid progress 
since turning professional in September 1994 
— in January, she was the youngest ever 
quarter-finalist at the Australian Open. 

Showing a maturity beyond her tender age, 
she made Spiriea look like a novice. 



Supporters of Borussia Dortmund wave ban- 
ners after Bornsria Dortmund won the second 
consecutive German premier soccer league 


title in Munich. May n Dortmund tied 1860 
by 2-2 while runners-np Bayern Munich lost 
1-2 versus Schalke 04 (Reuters photo) 


Even Beckenbauer could not 


deny Dortmund title glory 


BONN (R) — Even Franz 
Beckenbauer, who has had a 
mi das touch in the past, could 
not stop Borussia Dortmund 
from clinching the German 
League championship in the 
penultimate round of match- 
es on Saturday. 

Bayern Munich chairman 
Beckenbauer controversially 
fired coach Otto Rehhagel 
two weeks ago and put him- 
self in change of the team in a 
desperate late bid to bring 
back the title to Bavaria. 

But Bayern's challenge 
crumbled in a 2-1 defeat at 
Schalke, allowing Dortmund 
to seal their fifth cham- 
pionship in 40 years with a 
2-2 draw at 1860 Munich. 
Dortmund have an unassail- 
able four-point lead. 

Beckenbauer, one of the 


most respected figures in the 
German game, won few 
friends by dismissing one of 
the Bundesliga’s most prom- 
inent coaches who had 
guided the dub to a UEFA 
Cup final with a brilliant 
semifinal defeat of Barcelo- 
na. 

After his side were killed 
off by a last-minute winner at 
Schalke. Germany's former 
World Cup- winning captain 
and coach admitted he had 
made a mistake in sacking 
Rehhagel with just four- 
games to go. 

“I knew I couldn't produce 
magic in three weeks," Beck- 
enbauer said. “It was all too 
late. I should have either let 
things go on as they were or 
acted earlier." 

Dortmund's second title 


since the Bundesliga was ufi 
up in 1963 was due as mu3 
to the dub’s actions off the 
field as on it. 


Both Bayern and Dort- 
mund went through rough 
patches . during the season. 
But while the activities at 
Bayern resembled a soap 
opera with Beckenbauer and 
players criticising the team in 
public and Rehhagel often 
under fire, the Ruhr club 
managed to deal with most of 
their problems in private. 

As Dortmund began their 
celebrations in Munich’s 
Olympic stadium — ironical- 
ly the home of Bayern as well 
as 1860 — it was no surprise 
that key libero Matthias Sam- 
mer was quick to praise chair- 
man Gerd Niebaum. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


PREPARE THE GROUND 


there w as no entry in the West 
hand to give partner a ruff, the 
defender shifted to the eight of dia- 
monds. When dedarer followed low 
from the table. East inserted the 

ten and declarer's queen won. 

The queen of hearts lost to the 
ace. and East did as well as possible 
by cashing the ace of diamonds and 
continuing with the j3cfc. forcing 
dummy to ruff. 

Next came the key move — 
declarer ruffed a heart in hand. 
When a spade to the king uncov- 
ered the 4-0 break. SotiLh w as in 
command. The nine of spades was 
run, mid another heart ruff brought 
declarer's trump length down Uy 
that of Ea?L 

The rest of the hand was a for- 
nudity. A low club to the pro- 


vided the entry for declarer to start 
running hearts. East discarded a 
di am o n d, and declarer parted with a 
dub, but East was fonS^Traff^e 
next heart, and it made no differ* 
whether the defender ruffed 
high or tow. Declarer simply over- 
niffed mid scored the last tnck with 
the high trump. 

Neither vulnerable. South deale 

NORTH 
* K 9 4 

1092 
k 7 

... * A J5 

• EAST 
* Q765 

xf lii ^A53 

*KQ9S3 *fo J 4 102 

SOUTH 


♦ A J 10 8 3 2 
^ Q 
OQ94 
+ 7 6 2 


The bidding: 
SOUTH WEST 

2* Pat, 

«* P** 

ran Pan 


NORTH EAST 
-NT Pe« 

4a Pan 


Opening lead: King of* 

Having too many trumps can be 
as bad for declarer aa having too 
few. Fortunately, the former [3 nsu- 
ally easy- to cure. 

Norths two no trump response 
asked South, Jon Greenspan of 
Manhattan to describe his holding. 
I nrec spades showed a good hand 
or a weak two-bid and a good suit. 
North wasted rnj time in h.Min g 

The opening lead or the king of 

eL . ducked in dummy as 
+asi followed w.th the ten. Since 



St the ISnmSn rooted to the baseline. 

“The court was slippery and it was 
to move but I played a very good [ tactical 
match today.” said Hingis, who wH move 
from 20 in the world rankings to 15 if she wins 
the final — her highest ever positm. 

From 2-2 in the fiist set Hingis reeled off 
four straight games, rattling the Romanian 1 to 
such an extent that she double-faulted on the 

first set point. ... j 

But though took a 2-0 lead in the second 

set, Spiriea, who knocked out number three 
seed Arantxa Sanchez Vicano of Spain on 
Friday, fought back to 3-2. 

With steady drizzly rain making serving 
increasingly difficult, the two players traded 
breaks until Hingis, cheered on by a partisan 
Rome crowd, finally held . serve to lead 5-4. 

The Romanian saved two match points, die 
second when Hingis netted. But at 6-5 a senes 
of errors from the Romanian’s increasingly 
erratic forehand took here to 30-40 on serve. 

Another wayward Spirelea forehand and 
Hingis was racing to the sidelines to embrace 
her mother and coach Melanie. 


,ni i ^ 
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Hie* 
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Rmmoun theatre Cinema 

. ' .TEL: 61 6274 - 618275 ■ \ 


Antonio Banderas & 

Salma Hayek 


Desperado 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


F^itNlS 

the satirical comedey 

Arab Human Rights 

Starts Monday, May 13 

at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 

625155 - 640155 
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7th Arab Cup Winners' 
Cup opens today 
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Lancer EV3 


Competitors arrive for Jordan Rally 



By Aleen JBannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — With the Jordan 
International Rally only a 
few days away, most foreign 
competitors have arrived and 
begun practising for the two- 
day event organised by 
Royal Automobile Club of 
Jordan (RAGT) as the second 
round of the Middle East 
Rally Championship. 

Thirty five competitors 
are so far in the Ust of en- 
trants after two Jordanian 
participants — Amjad Farrah 
and George Sham’oun — had 
to pull out since their cars 
hadn’t arrived leaving 16 
Jordanian participants in the 
rally. 

The Forte Grand remains 


the rally headquarters for the 
third consecutive year 
despite RACJ lacking a main 
sponsor for the event for the 
third time in its 14-year his- 
tory. 

Like last year, the route 
will cover all desert tracks 
that will take competitors 
from Amman and head south 
as far as the rose-red city of 
Petra. Participants will drive 
a total of 860 kilometres in- 
cluding 325 kilometres of 14 
special stages. 

The rally sets out from 
King Abdullah Gardens in 
Shmcis3ni at noon Thursday 
which will see competitors 
driving four special stages 
and a total of 241 kilometres 
on the first day. Action 
stans at 7 a.m. on Friday as 


(he route will cover 617 
kilometres and will includes 
10 stages. 

The entry list is headed by 
Middle East champions 
Abdullah Bakhashab and 
Mohammed Bin Sulayyem . 
Both are expected to lead the 
competition with Bakhsahab 
returning to retain his title 
while Bin Sulayyem will be 
looking for his sixth Jordan 
Rally title. 

Jordanian competitors 
include Marouf Abu Samra 
who finished third overall 
last year. Bashar Bustami 
who came in fourth. 1995 
Jordan Open champion 
Mohammad AI Daoud and 
others. 

Top competitors are also 
arriving from Cyprus and 


Qatar and other countries 
represented include the UAH. 
Saudi Arabia. Australia, 
Bahrain. France, Kuwait. 
Great Britain and Germany. 

The only entry from 
Australia. Ron Cremen and 
John Peckham will be 
driving a Mitsubishi Lancer 
EV3 sponsored by BP Middle 
East. 

Cremen and Dubai-based 
South African Stuart Fleming 
currently lead the Middle East 
Championship's Group N and 
are third overall after taking 
third place in round one of 
the championship in Abu 
Dhabi. 

BP will also be covering 
their other Middle East rallies 
in Lebanon. Kuwait. Qatar 
and Dubai. 


United shift their gaze to European prize 
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LONDON (R) — As 
dShdiiaikis of Manchester Un- 
ifedfkns lined the city streets 
logger home their doable- 
warning team on Sunday, 
iBa&ager Alex Ferguson 
already had his eyes on 
another prize — the Euro- 
pean Cup. 

Manchester United be- 
came the first English team to 
win European soccer’s sup- 
reme dub honour in 1968, 
and apart from the following 
year when they were beaten 
by AC Milan in the semifinal, 
have never come dose to 
winning it again. 

Bat after beating arch- 
rivals Liverpool 1-0 to win 
the F.A. Cup and complete 
an unprecedented second En- 
glish Cup and league double 
on Saturday, Ferguson 
wasted no time in spelling out 
his priority for next season. 

“We owe it to ourselves 
and English football to do 
better in Europe next year," 
he said. 

“The great thing about our 
dub is that you can't rest. 
Ability-wise we are capable, 
technically we have to im- 


prove, and one or two more 
players will give us a stronger 
pull to challenge. 

“Maybe this is a starting 
point for this dub. There’s 
that we thing you have to do 
better. And we're going to do 
better, TO tell you that right 
now.'* 

United's last two European 
Cup campaigns have been 
disappointing. In 1993-94 
they went out in the second 
Tound, losing on the away 
goals rule to Gaiatasaray of 
Turkey, and in 1994-95, the 
season after winning the En- 
glish double for the Erst time, 
they failed to make it past the 
group matches in the Cham- 
pions' League. 

But there are three major 
differences between then and 
now. 

Firstly, as a result of the 
Bosman court case ruling that 
led to the removal of UEFA's 
restrictions on fielding over- 
seas players, Ferguson can 
field his best team in Europe 
without having to weaken it 
by leaving out first-choice, 
but ineligible, players. 

Hie second is that his pre- 


cocious young team have 
proved they fear nobody, 
have a: maturity beyond their 
years and can dearly '-cope 
with high pressure situations. 
Six of Saturday’s cup-winning 
squad, induding substitutes, 
were under 22 — a frighten- 
ing thought for United's 
opponents. 

Thirdly, there is Eric Can- 
tona, the reformed French 
genius who ultimately won 
the cup for United after a 
disappointing final with a 
memorable 85 th minute win- 
ner which he rifled home 
from just outside the penalty 
box. 

Before the match, Canto- 
na, England’s newly-crowned 
footballer of the year, said in 
a rare interview with the 
BBC: “Even if it is only for 
15 seconds. I want to give the 
supporters the pleasure they 
deserve." 

He certainly gave them 
more than that with his win- 
ning goal, and after the game 
be echoed his manager's 
thoughts about Europe. 

“We must look to the fu- 


ture and we have to think 
about winning the European 
Cu^^We^ r cajpabfe , of doing 
tha^becairse- wC want ' to win 
it for England. 

“There are big expecta- 
tions on us but we have the 
experience now and we must 
have a good chance. And if 
you win things at home, and 
not in Europe, you are for- 
gotten." 

That is something Cantona 
never will be. On Saturday be 
became the first overseas 
player to captain a side in the 
125-year history of the F.A. 
Cup and the first to lift the 
trophy. 

His goal gave United a 
record ninth cup win and 
their eighth major success 
since 1990, and not even 
being spat at by a Liverpool 
fan as he went up to receive 
the trophy could mar his day. 

That incident showed how 
he has changed, too. Eight- 
een months ago he attacked a 
fan for provoking him with 
racist abuse which earned the 
Frenchman an eight-month 
ban from soccer. 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan soccer 
league champions Al Wihdat 
take on Olympic Al Mdyah 
of Algeria as the 7th Arab 
Cup Winners' Cup 
Championship opens here 
Monday with eight teams 
taking part 

The participating teams 
have been divided into two 
groups. Group 1 includes 
hosts Al Wihdat. Al 
Muharraq of Bahrain , Al 
Riyad of Saudi Arabia, and 
Olympic Al Mdyah of 
Algeria. Group 2 includes Al 
■Ittihad of Qatar , Jordan's Al 
Faisali, Al Mawrdah of 
Sudan, and Olympic 
Khreibkeh of Morocco. 

An elite soccer competi- 
tion never before hosted in 
Jordan, the Cup Winners' 
Cup groups a host of top. 
teams despite the fact that 
all teams have never before 
won the title or even runner 
up position. Past champi- 
ons, notably teams from 
Egypt and Tunisia, are miss- 
ing the championship espe- 
cially the championship 
record holders, Olympic 
Baidawi of Morocco, who 
won the title a record three 
consecutive times. 

While Al Wihdat will be 
playing the event for the. 
first time. Al Faisali's par- 
ticipation set a champi- 
onship record with cheir t 
fourth appearance in the 
event. (Al Ramtha were the 
first to represent Jordan in 
1993), 

Jordanian results in the 
past four Cup Winners' Cup 
participations were not en- 
couraging as Al Faisali and 
A! Ramtha failed to score a 
single win and have two 
draws and 11 defeats in 
total. 

AI Ittihad . who open, 
their matches against AI 
.Faisali Tuesday, are not easy 
opponents having a third 
place finish at the Asian 

Gup.^mjejjf jCup> *he3r 

credit. The team includes, 
three professional players' 
including Moroccan Ahmad 
Bahja who played in the last 
World Cup, Iraqi Radi 
Shneishel . and Brazilian 
player Edelson. 

Technical committee ■ 
holds meeting 

Meanwhile, the techni- 
cal committee of the cham- 
pionship held a meeting 
Sunday with team managers 
and issued the rules and regu- 
lations of the champi- 
onship. 
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Team managers at Sunday's meeting of the technical committee 
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The championship's referees 


Mr. Walid Kurdi, secre- 
tary-general of the Arab 
Soccer Federation (ASF), 
noted that Jordan was host- 
ing its second biggest Arab 
soccer competition (after 
the ] 988 Arab Cup) adding: 

^ "Tgjtat was one Of The most __ 


successful Arab champi- 
onships . We hope this one 
will be as good." 

At the meeting, the 
technical committee decided 
that a press conference be 
held after each match that 
should be attended by the 


Championship Record 


Venue 

Cbampic 

Jeddah 1990 

Mala'b (Tunisia) 

Dubai 1990 

Olympic (Morocco) 

Jeddah 1993 

Olympic (Morocco) 

Doha 1994 

Olympic (Morocco) 

Cairo 1995 

Ahli (Egypt) 

Tunisia 1995 

AI Afriqi (Tunisia) 


head coach of each team . In 
the case two or more teams 
tie in overall points, goal 
difference will be the decid- 
ing factor thereafter the 
highest scoring team. If a 
tie continues the result of 
the match between the>two 
teams will determine* the 
qualifier. 

The top two teams in 
each group will play the 
semifinal round starting 
May 20. The final match 
will be held May 22. 

The ASF was still to de- 
cide on the eligibility of 
Wihdat captain Yousef 
Amouri joining his team. 
Amouri was handed a one- 
year suspension during the 
Arab Clubs Championship 
in Saudi Arabia last year. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 

FOR RENT 

Consisting of 2 bedrooms, lounge, 2| 
bathrooms, kitchen, solar heating, garden) 
|and telephone. 

Please call Tel: 603228 


Studio For Rent 


Independent, cozy and folly furnished with 
telephone. Surrounded by green view, good 
.for only a single. 

Xf interested please call: 671509 
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JOB OPPORTUNITY 


A leading intermediary non-governmental foundation is presently recruiting 
qualified candidat es for the post of Director of Resource Development. This 
position requires a dynamic candidate to develop and implement the 
foundation's resources, which includes fund raising and public relations 
activities. The position is based in the foundation’s Amm a n offices and will 
report to the foundation's Director General abroad. 

The position requires the following qualifications : 

* A university graduate preferably with a degree in marketing 

and/or communications. 

Excellent English and Arabic language skills (spoken and written). 
Computer literate- should be able to use various computer programs 
such as Paradigm or Raiser Edge or similar programs. 

Minimum of 7 years experience in the field of resource development 
and promotion of community oriented projects. 

Good Knowledge of the Middle East its people and culture. 

Ability and willingness to travel extensively in the Middle East. 


* 

* 


* 

♦ 


Interested candidates who meet the above requirements may forward their 
C.V. 's to the following address no later than May 23. 1996. 

" Post of Director of Resource Development " 

P.O.BOX 927213 
AMMAN 11110 JORDAN 


ANNOUNCEMENT FROM THE 
WATER AUTHORITY 
OF JORDAN 

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB) 


Date: 
Loan No.: 
IFB No.: 


6/5/1996 
8966400 
26/96/KfW/AN IS/GA 


1 . The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan has received a loan 
from Kreditanstalt fur Wiederaufbau in Deutsche Marks 
for the Water Supply of Greater Amman. It is intended 
that part of the proceeds of this loan will be applied to 
eligible payments under the contracl(s) lor which this 
IFB has been issued. 

2. The Water Authority now invites sealed bids from 

Bidders in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan and the 
Federal Republic of Germany (eligible Bidders) for 
supply and installation of computer hardware and 
peripherals for the Amman Network Information Sys- 
tem (AN IS). 

3. Interested eligible Bidders may obtain further informa- 
tion from, and inspect the bidding documents at the 
office of the Secretary General. Tenders Division. 
Water Authority. P.0 Box 2412 Amman. Jordan. Tel.: 
680100, Tlx.: 22439 WAJ JO. Fax.: 679143. 

4. A complete set of the tender documents may be 
purchased by any interested eligible Bidder on rhe 
submission of a written application lo the above and 
upon payment of a non refundable fee of JD 150. 

5. All bids must be submitted in separate envelopes, 
marked ''technical” and "financial." be accompanied 
by a security in the amount of JD 5.000.- (in words: five 
thousand Jordan Dinars) and must be delivered to the 
office not later than 12:0 0 hours. Jordan local time on 
Saturday. 8/6/1996. 

6. Thursday. 23/5/1996. is the last day set for the 
purchasing of tender documents. 

Eng. Koussai Quteishat 

Secretary General 

Water Authority 


Jordan Design & Trade Center cordially invites you to attend 

elements 

by Salim Bandak 
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Jordan Design 
& Trade Center 


The exhibition runs from May 11th - June 10th 
NOORAL HUSSEIN FOUNDATION 
TEL. 699141/2 OPENING HOURS 8:00AM-7:00PM 
[Off Wadi Saqra Street, between Kins Abdullah Gardens 
& Safeway, 2nd right after gas station] 














i2 News 


Jordan limes, Monday, May 13, 1996 



Muslim parties 


stay away from 


Mostar election 


ZAGREB lR) — Bosnian 
Muslim parties have failed to 
register nn time for the muni- 
cipal elections in Mostar 
scheduled for May 31. throw- 
ing the poll into doubt. Euro- 
pean Union (EU) officials 
said on Sunday. 

"There are different points 
of view as to whether to hold 

the elections in Mostar or 
not." Hans Birchlcr, legal 
adviser to the EU. told Reu- 
ters by telephone. 

In IW3 Mostar was at the 
centre of a savage communal 
war between Muslims and 
Croats. Croat nationalists 
wanted it to become the 
capital of their self-styled 
state. 

The eastern. Muslim-held 
side of the town was wrecked 
by Bosnian Croat artillery 
and the Ortoman-era bridge 
over the River Neretva was 
destroyed in the bombard- 
ment which claimed some 
1.500 lives. 

The Mostar- based advisor 
said neither the ruling Bos- 
nian Muslim SDA party nor 
any of the opposition Muslim 
parties had registered to par- 
ticipate in the elections by the 
deadline at midnight on Fri- 
day. 

Three Croat parties, in- 
cluding the ruling HDZ and 
the Alliance of Women for 
Bosnia, named their candi- 
dates. 

"From a strictly legal point 
of view, we could say — why 
not? Nobody is forced to run 
lit tlic elections." Mi. Bir- 
chlcr said. "But there is a 
political view — if half of the 
city is not represented in the 
elections, what is their 
*• alue?" 

Mostar is still divided into 
two sectors, one ruled by 
Muslims, and the other by 
Croats. Diplomats hud hoped 
tliaf municipal elections 
would ultimately reunite the 
city under a central civic 
administration. 

The vice-president of Bos- 
nia’s Muslim-Croat federa- 
tion'. Ejup Sanic, said in 
Sarajevo that beeppse it was 
not possible for Muslims to 
return to their homes on the 
Croat side of Mostar. no elec- 
tion could be representative. 


“If people are not allowed 
to go back there to live and to 
vote you know what the re- 
sult would be. This is a very 
important issue of principle," 
he said. "It will help to define 
how elections are held in 
Bosnia." 

"The feeling is there are 
some in the European Union 
who want to push the election 
in Mostar through mechani- 
cally, without enough care." 

According to an agreement 
reached in Dayton last 
November, the European 
Union was given the respon- 
sibility of organising local 
elections in Mostar. ahead of 
the national general elections 
due in September. 

Muslim parries have de- 
manded that the Mostar re- 
fugees abroad be allowed to, 
vote, either in remote polling 
■stations, or by post. Muslims 
had a slight majority over 
Croats in the town before the 
war. 

Mr. Birchler said earlier 
about a half of the estimated 
60.000 voters in Mostar are 
refugees from other parts of 
Bosnia, who do not have the 
right to vote in these elec- 
tions. 

In other parts of the coun- 
try, refugees will have the 
right to chose whether to vote 
in their place of origin or 
where they happen to be. 

"Bosnias (Muslims) say it 
is a violation of human rights 
that refugees are excluded 
from voting.” said Mr. Bit- 
chier. 

"But we have no absent 
vo*»ng procedure for the 
municipal elections. There is 
also no mention of displaced 
persons (in the election law 
for Mostar)." 

Mr. Birchler said the Orga- 
nisation for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE), which is supervising 
September elections, had 
suggested holding one elec- 
tion for all in the autumn. 

"But the EU is still relying 
on the Dayton agreement 
(which stipulates elections in 
Mostar must be held in 
May)." Mr. Birchler said. 
EU foreign ministers would 
meet in Brussels on Monday 
to discuss the issue. 



ELECTION CAMPAIGN: Supporters of a candidate of Bangladesh Nationalist' 
Party (BNP) for parliamentary elections next month chant at a campaign rally 
in southern Patiya town. Written on their bare chests are appeals for votes and 
praises for the candidate, Shahnewaz Montu (Reuters photo) 


Iraq demands Turkey 

quit north immediately 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
on Sunday demanded the 
“immediate withdrawal” of 
Turkish forces hunting for 
Turkish Kurd separatists in 
northern Iraq.” 

The Foreign Ministry 
handed a memorandum to 
the Turkish charge d'affaires 
in Baghdad voicing "Iraq's 
strong protest" against Tur- 
key's incursion into Iraqi 
territory on May 6, the offi- 
cial Iraqi News Agency 
(INA) said. 


It denounced the operation 
as “a flagrant violation of the 
principles of international 
law and good neighbourly re- 
lations, and demanded "the 
Turkish forces withdraw im- 
mediately and that the viola- 
tions do not recur.” 

Iraq "reserved the right to 
seek compensation for dam- 
ages affecting Iraqi Kurdish 
citizens,'* according to the 
memo quoted by INA. 

Ankara said the Turkish 
army bad launched an offen- 
sive oil May 6 against Kurdte 
tan Labour Party (PKK) 
separatists in northern Iraq, 
which has been under Iraqi 


Kurdish control since 1991. 

But it said the attack had 
stopped last Thursday and 
that its forces had returned to 
Turkey. 

The protest came as Iraq 
tried to boost relations with 
Turkey. 

Iraq Oil Minister Amer 
- Rashid travelled to Ankara in 
March and said the two coun- 
tries had agreed to restart the 
Iraqi-Tur Irish pipeline if the 
United Nations and Baghdad 
struck an oil-for-food deal. 

Some 1,200 soldiers back- 
ed by aircraft crossed into 
northern Iraq a week ago in 
pursuit of PKK guerrillas and 
to destroy the Turkish Kur- 
dish group's bases in the 
mountainous border region. 

Twenty-eight PKK rebels 
and one Turkish soldier died 
in clashes on Tuesday, 
according to Turkish military 
officials. 

PKK rebels fighting for an 
independent Kurdish home- 
land in southeast Turkey 
since 1984 have rear bases in 
northern Iraq, which has 
been under the control of 
Iraqi Kurds since 1991 in 
defiance of Baghdad. 


YSP denies 
involvement 
in kidnap 


SANAA (AFP) — The Ye- 
men Socialist Party (YSP) on 
Sunday denied it was in- 
volved in the kidnapping of 
the Aden governor’s son, 
who has been held for the 
past three days by tribesmen 
close to the party. 

The YSP “denounces this 
kidnapping and calls on the 
authorities to take all mea- 
sures to have this hostage 
released and the kidnappers 
punished,” Yahya A1 Shami, 
member of the YSP polit- 
buro, said. 

Maaz Taha Ahmad 
Ghanem, 20, was abducted 
on Thursday in the capital 
Sanaa by members of the 
powerful Khawlane tribe who 
belong to the family of 
Ahmad Obad Sfaerif, a mem- 
ber of the YSP central com- 
mittee who is living in Saudi 
Arabia. 

The father of the hostage, 
Taha Ahmad Ghanem, is a 
member of the General Peo- 
ple's Congress of ’President 
Ali Abdullah Saleh. 


(Continued on page 7) 


U.S. losing its 


'honest' image 




NICOSIA (AFP) — The Un- 
ited States is quickly losing its 
role as an “honest broker” in 
the eyes of the Arab World 
for its steadfast support of 
Israel despite incidents such 
as the Cana massacre, which 
analysts warn could harm the 
Middle East peace process. 

"There is already a percep- 
tion that the Americans do 
not have the same sympathy 
for tire Arabs that they have 
for the Israelis," said Yahya 
Sadowski, a senior fellow in 
Arab studies at the Brook- 
ings Institution in Washing- 
ton. 

“Recent events have not 
helped that impression,” he 
added. 

Even moderate Arab gov- 
ernments such as Egypt have 
expressed concern about 
Washington's backing of 
Israel’s 17-day onslaught last 
month against Hizbollah 
guerrillas in Lebanon and its 
failure to condemn the shell- 
ing of a U.N. camp in Cana 
that killed 102 refugees. 

"There are certain cir- 
cumstances we are not satis- 
fied with," Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak said this 
.week of the U.S. position - 
towards Israel. 

"We are making contacts 
to make things deaf and will 
continue to do so," he said, 
suggesting that other spon- 
sors be brought into tire Mid- 
dle East peace process. 

"We cannot ignore the 
European countries’ efforts, 
which could make the ba- 
lance for all sides," Mr. 
Mubarak said. 

Syria and usually moderate 
Arabic newspapers were 
more direct' m their criticism, 
especially after the United 
States rejected a U.N. report 
charging Israel may have in- 
tentionally shelled the Gang 
camp in South Lebanon. 

Qatar’s English-language 
newspaper Gulf Times ac- 
cused Washington of totally 
supporting Israel and trying 
to free it from blame. 

“Go to hell, Clinton” was 
title of an editorial in the 
Egyptian government daily 
AI Akfrbar,- which slammed 
the tJhffBd 'States for' its 
"alignment with Israel to the 
degree of joining it m its 


aggression against Lebanon. 

"The U.S. administration 
has abandoned all values ^and 
moral principles which it is 
supposed to defend,” wrote 
editor-in-chief Galal Dweidar 
on the front page. 

Official Syrian radio criti- 
cised the United States for 
"having supported Israel in 
its aggression against Leba- 
non instead of focusing its 
efforts on ad van ring the 
p gaflg process” in the Middle 

East. 

John Moberly, a former 
British ambassador to Jordan 


and Iraq and now a consul- 


iq ana now a cumui- 
tant at the Royal Institute of 
Foreign Affairs in London, 
said Washington's Middle 
East policy is currently being 
driven by Israel’s general 
elections on May 29. 

"So much of the future 
■course of the peace process is 
resting on the outcome of 
Israeli elections," Mr. 
Moberly said. “Those who 
want die peace process to 
move forward, including the 
Palestinians, realise that a 
Likud victory would be a 
stumbling block.” 

Israeli Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres, whose govern- 
ment has been the strongest 
proponent of peace with 
Israel’s Arab neighbours, 
signing accords with the 
Palestinians and backing 
talks with Syria, faces a tight 
race against the right-wing 
Likud bloc. 

“There is no doubt that the 
United States’ resounding^ si- 
lence about Israel's incursion 
into Lebanon could only hap- 
pen in the run-up to an Israeli 
election," Mr. Sadowski said. 

Mr. Sadowski said that the 
administration of U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton has a dear 
policy goal of keeping Israel’s 
Labour Party in power to 
keep the Middle East peace 
process on track, bolding 
back criticism and doing ev- 
erything possible to bolster 
Mr. Peres domestically. 

But Mr. Sadowski wains 
the U.S. could lose its role as 
the broker of the Middle East 
peace process if it continues 
to lean so strongly in Israel’s 
favour. 

"If the United States con- 


(Continued on page 7) 
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submarine found 
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WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The first submarine to 
destroy a vessel duringthe 
XJ S. Civil War to been 
found near the entrance of 
the harbour of Charleston, 
South Carolina and was 

identified this 

U.S. Navy said. Toe Hun- 

ley of the Confederate Na- 
vy was sunk shortly after it 
bad destroyed the Union 
vessel in 1864. A team or- 
ganised by the navy and the 
National Park Service 
found the small craft buned 
in the sand at a depth of of 
six metres, said Bill Dud- 
ley, director of the Institute 
of Naval History. During 
the civil war, the Confe- 
derates used several such 
submarines, operated by a 
man turning a propeller and 
lit by candles. The sub- 
marines were fitted with a 
min e at the eod of a lance 
that protruded from the 
bow. The 12-metre subma- 
rine was found near tbe 
spot where it is believed to 
have sunk the Housatonic, 
one of the vessels mann ing 
the blockade of tbe south. 

Brazilian mum to 
marry gay son’s 
male lover 

BRASILIA (R) — The 
mother of a Brazilian 
homosexual has agreed to 
manv his British male 
lover so that the couple 
may stay together. Brazil- 
ian newspapers reported 
Saturday. The Estado De 
Sao Paulo newspaper said 
Maria Conceicao Muller 
Dos Reis, aged 65, had 
agreed to tie the knot with 
her son’s gay friend, 38- 
year-old David Ian Harrad, 
so that be could stay on in 
Brazil. “For your happiness 
I- will many David,” she 
told her son, 32-year-old 
Tony Reis, according to 
Estado. 
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Under The Patronage of 


His Majesty King Hussein 



Guest S 


No, 

Guest Name 

kit l m im 


1 

S. .VJ-Dcrb MD. 
Neurologist 

Saudi Xm 

18 ! wniua Miller 

1 Kamaev. D. 

V&A 

m 

Arfaa AMIani MD. 
Cirdiotarist 

U-S.A 

19 | Gert Mnhr MD. 

1 Orthopedic Stsuteou 

Germany 

J 

Osama AJ-Mc(ty MD. | I'JS.A ! 20 j Aad Nabu MD. 

Neurosurpron | » j Neptrctows 

UJv 

4 

5 

Milne Anderson MD. j U.K t 21 i Sahara' N. Nathwaai MD. 

Neurrlogi'j \ i i Pitholoaist 

U.S.A 

Da* id Darrell MD. 
UruHirgecn 

L’*S-A | 22 | William Obcrheim MD. 

f 1 LYosureeaz 

U- 5 A, 

6 

William CaiteDi MD. I UJLA [ 23 i Coostantioa Folitu MD. 

Cardiologist i i 1 Kwnioiopu: 

Greece 

■ 

Richard Coilia MD. 
Ophthalmologist 

U.K | 24 1 Mark Rake MD. 

| j Gastroenteroloeisi 

U.K 

■ 

M. Dillon MD. 
Paediatrician 

U.K IS • Med J.Rjiswiler MD. 

1 J i- 

; 1 L:osunteoa 

Germany 

■ 

Georges D-Khoory MD. 
Radioloeta 

U.S.A- 1 16 ; M. Virginia Rath PhD. 

^ i NursDJt 

(jgwt 

10 

MJ. Goggin MD. j l.K. J 17 J O. Stajnmberger MD. 

Scphroloeist . • i E.N.T. Sugeau 

Austria 

m 

il aider Couscous MD. 
General & Vascular Sunzcoa 

USA ! 28 | D. Van Slecobergbe MD. 1 Belgium 

i i Dentist ( 

m 

R- Groncr MD 
Plastic Scfpcoo 

Germany j 29 j AJ. 1 kjik MD. 
i • Cardiologist 

U-S-A. 

13 

P.R. Umlcy MD. 
Consultant Surgeon 

U.K I 30 j N-A Timimi MD. 

! [ Nephrologist 

UJt 

Hi 

Uwe Hctmaoa MD. 
Nephrologist 

Germany i 31 j John Tripp MD. 

L i ; Paediatrician 

UJK 

15 

Mark 5 . Hubenusn MD. j VSuA 
Oncologist ! 

32 i J.CD. Wells MD. 
! Aacgcaotocist 

ILK 

16 

John Kanis MD. 

[menus! i 

33 1 Christopher J. White MD. 

1 Cardiologist 

ILK 

17 

John fven wright MD. i U.K j 34 1 M, Gazi Yaurgil MD. 

Orthopedic Suricou i ! f Neuiosarjceoa 

VS.A 


The Royal Medical Services Hold 

THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL 
MEDICAL CONGRESS 


SCIE NTIFIC EVENTS 

L Philadelphia Hotel 


Between 14-17 May, 1996 
At The Philadelphia Hotel and 
King Hussein Medical Centre 
AMMAN - JORDAN 


Tine 

Ball A 

>. Hall B 

HaD C 


Monhf 

General Medfdne 

Urology 

Goo. & Fed. Surgery 



General Medidoe 

Nearomrgiery 

CenesnU Surge ry 


After Non 

Urolofj 

Neurology 

Ophthalmology 



Urology 

Psjchiatry\Cb«t\ 

RduhiHtitfon 




The President of the Congress Major General 
Dr. Yousef Goussous has the pleasure to invite all 
the Medical Sectors of the Country to Register in 
this important Medical Scientific Event. 


Registration starts today, Monday 1 3th May, 1 996 
at 9 a.m. till 5 p.m. in Philadelphia Hotel 


The opening ceremony will take place at the 
Cultural Palace / Al-Hussein Youth City at 4 
p.m. on Tuesday 14th May, 1996 


All invitees are kindly requested to appear at 3:30 p.m 


SCIENTIFIC WORKSHOPS 



Urology (Endoscopic Uro surgery) 
J, Rasswilcr MD. Geimarr 
Plastic Surgery (Endoscopy) 

R. Gfoner .M.D Germany 


Laboratory (Diagnostic and Importance of Features and patterns of 
Lymph Node Disease) 

B. Nathwan MD. U.S.A 


E-N.T (Endoscopic Diagnosis and Surgery of Sinuses) 
H. StflTninbergcr MD. Austria 


Neurosurgery (Skull Base Surgery) 

M.G. Yasargfl MD. & O.A3-Mefty MD. U.S.A. 



MEMORIAL LECTURE 
Philadelphia Hotel Hall A 


Time : 8:30 P.M 


Date : Tuesday 14th MAY 1996 


Coronary Artery Disease Risk Factors : 
Lessons From Framingham . 


William Castelli M.D., Cardiologist, U.S A 
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